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Building A Church On The Rock
by Zac Poonen

This sermon emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commandments, building our lives, homes, and

churches on a solid foundation of faith and obedience. It highlights the significance of appreciating and loving

one another, forgiving, and following Jesus wholeheartedly. The speaker encourages a focus on discipleship

rather than numbers, drawing parallels to biblical examples like Daniel, Paul, and Samuel, showcasing the

impact of dedicated individuals in God's kingdom.

Scripture: Matthew 7:24, Ephesians 4:26, John 14:15, 1 Corinthians 5:12, Revelation 19:1, Genesis 6:9, Acts 9:1

Topics: "Obedience to God's Commandments", "Discipleship and Community Love"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commandments, building our lives,
homes, and churches on a solid foundation of faith and obedience. It highlights the significance of
appreciating and loving one another, forgiving, and following Jesus wholeheartedly. The speaker
encourages a focus on discipleship rather than numbers, drawing parallels to biblical examples like
Daniel, Paul, and Samuel, showcasing the impact of dedicated individuals in God's kingdom.

Transcript

In many churches, they have some flowers near the pulpit. These children are our flowers. It's better than
any nature flower.

You know, in the Old Testament, God had a great concern that children should know what their parents
believed. From a very young age, my wife and I used to make sure that our children have an interest in the
Bible. Only God can make them spiritual, but we could encourage them to read the Bible.

Now I'm glad to see that my children are teaching their two-year-old children to understand the Bible. So,
we must encourage our children to know the stories in the Bible and what Jesus has done. Always
remember what Jesus said, let the little children come to me.

Why did the disciples drive those children away? Because all their life they had seen the Pharisees who
had no time for children. All the Jewish rabbis would only talk to older people. But Jesus longed to talk to
the children.

And I learned something from that. That if I'm like Jesus, I'll want to talk to the children. However old you
may be, if you have no interest in talking to children, you're not like Jesus.
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And when you talk to children, become like a child. Don't act like a grown-up. So, whenever I go to a
house, I like to talk to the children.

So, in CFC Bangalore, all the children are my friends. So when I stand up to speak, they listen more than
the adults. And it's very easy to win the heart of a child.

Just give them one sweet. That's all. How easy it is.

You can't win the heart of an adult with one sweet. But with children you can get it like that. And then you
can draw them to Jesus.

See, that is our goal. We draw them to ourselves so that we can draw them to Christ. So, I want to read
from Matthew chapter 7. Here we have a picture of two churches.

One church that crumbles and falls, another church that doesn't crumble and fall. Matthew 7, verses 24 to
27. You know the story of the wise man and the foolish man.

We read about those houses, right? If we don't read these verses carefully, we tend to misunderstand that
everyone who has accepted Christ in their hearts is wise. But that's not true. Here in verse 24 we read,
The wise man is the one who listens to my words and does them.

This is particularly about Matthew 5, 6 and 7. So, all of you, children and grown-ups, you can find out if you
are wise just by reading Matthew 5, 6 and 7. Read it slowly. Even if it takes you one week to read through
it, read it slowly. Even if you spend only 15 minutes a day or 10 minutes a day, take 10 minutes a day the
next one week to read these three chapters.

Ask yourself, am I trying to obey these verses? None of us may be able to obey it perfectly yet. Christian
life is like a school. You don't reach 12th standard in one year.

But if you work at it little by little by little, you'll get higher and higher and reach it one day. But if you study
and work at it little by little by little, you'll reach 12th standard in a short while. If your child makes a
mistake, you won't say, Oh, you're not good at math, you don't know anything about it.

You'll help him. But when he grows up, he'll become very good at math. They made mistakes when they
were young in kindergarten and first standard.

So, Christian life also, it's not serious if you make a mistake. Provided you learn from that and move
forward. See, the Apostle Paul was once a murderer of Christians.

Because he thought they were all false teachers. Such a person, when he repented, became the greatest
apostle. Such a person, when he repented, became the greatest apostle.

When Jesus Christ rose from the dead, When he rose from the dead, the first person who saw him, what a
great honor it was. So, God is asking me, Who should be the first person to see Jesus Christ? Who would
you recommend? When he saw Jesus Christ dying on the cross, Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, Mary
should have seen that. If it was me, I would have recommended her.

Some of you can say, Patros. But God didn't choose either of them. God chose a person whom none of us
have ever chosen.
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Mary Magdalene, who was seven demons lived in her once. And who had lived a very sinful life. Why did
Jesus choose such a woman to be the first person to see him risen from the dead? Have you thought of
the reason? It's very important to understand.

There are some people who are closer to Jesus than others. They are not people who know the Bible well
or who can preach well. That's not the qualification.

They are not people who can preach well or who know the Bible well. That's not the basis of Jesus. I was
converted when I was nineteen and a half.

Fifty four years ago. At that time, I didn't want to be a preacher. Even today, I don't want to be a preacher.

For me, that is his choice. It's not my choice. I know that because God gave me the gift I have today when
I was twenty three.

It was not my ability. God gave it to me supernaturally. So I can't take any credit for it.

But this is what I desired and I still desire. I wanted to have great love for Jesus Christ. I wanted to love
him with all my heart.

I did not know then that is the first great commandment to love God with all your heart. But I used to
meditate on how much he loved me on the cross. I said, Lord, I want to love you with all my heart.

I have a longing after you. There is a song in English that when I go to heaven, I want to see my savior
before anybody else. I mean, my father and mother are there, but they can wait.

And all the great apostles and all, they can wait. And I will recognize him because he'll be the only one
who's got nail prints in his hand. A lot of people went on Sunday morning to the tomb to see the body of
Jesus.

Just like we gather Sunday morning. But you know, all of us may have come with different longings here
Sunday morning. We all went to put some perfume on the body of Jesus.

It was a very good desire. We also have come to pour a perfume of worship at the Lord's feet. So, when all
the disciples and the women went there, I want you to receive a verse.

They went inside and they saw the tomb was empty. It was very early in the morning. Maybe 4.30 in the
morning.

You know, they woke up and went with sleepy eyes. And Jesus's body was not there. And it says, so,
verse 10, John 20, verse 10.

They all went away to their own homes. They were sleepy. Nothing wrong in that.

Then you read these words, but Mary. That is what made the difference. They all went to their homes to
sleep, but Mary.

That is Mary Magdalene. She was weeping. And then she saw Jesus standing there and saying, verse 13,
why are you weeping woman? 13.
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No, verse 15, sorry. And she said, yeah, they've taken away my Lord. That's why she told the angels in
verse 13.

I don't know where they've laid him. So then when she saw Jesus, she thought he was the gardener,
verse 15. And listen to these words.

Sir, if you have taken his body, tell me, I will take him away. Can you imagine a small thin woman carrying
the body of Jesus? That is how much she loved her Lord. She couldn't sleep.

She wanted to see the body of the Lord. She had such a longing. A willingness to, I don't care how heavy
it is, I'll carry it.

I have meditated on this passage many times. I've said, Lord, teach me to love you like Mary. That is what
I desire more than anything else.

I don't want to be a preacher. I don't want to plant churches. I want to love you.

Do you know that that is the most important requirement to serve the Lord? All of us have different callings
in the body of Christ. Preaching is not, as I said yesterday evening, not to preach. There could be a lot of
hidden gifts like the heart and all in the body, which do a great job.

Who do you think will sit on the left hand and right hand of Jesus on the final day? Do you think it will be
some apostle? Maybe. But it's quite likely that on the other side there may be some poor widowed woman
who loved Jesus with all her heart. And who prayed for God's work.

She could never be an apostle or a preacher, but she prayed and prayed and prayed, and God gives her
the honor of sitting on the one side of Jesus. I'm convinced that one side of Jesus there'll be a man, the
other side there'll be a woman. That I'm sure.

Who never preached. Who was unknown, perhaps hidden in the midst of some congregation. But who
was humble and who loved Jesus with all her heart.

There's no partiality with God. When in the next chapter, you read in John 21, where God calls Simon
Peter to his service. And you see there, the same question, he asks Peter.

Will you love me? Not, will you read the Bible every day, will you pray, none of those things. It's not the
question of God. Do you love me more than all these things? That's the question, 21 to 15.

Do you love me more than these? You see, he had just caught, verse 11, 153 large fish. He had never
caught such huge fish in his life. I don't know, each fish may have been 6 or 7 kilos.

How much is the price of fish in Bangalore? It's about 200, 250 rupees a kilo. One fish will be 1500 rupees.
So, one catch, 153 fish means, it's what, more than 2 lakhs? Peter is calculating, wow, this is fantastic.

It's better than being an apostle, I'll just be fishing and ask Jesus to bless me. And I will definitely give tithe
of this regularly to the Lord. And then the Lord says, Peter, do you love me more than all these fish? More
than all your business and your work and everything else? If you can say yes, and then I'll give you
opportunity to serve me.

And that is all the Lord is asking all of you. Even your children. You love Jesus more than anything else.
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He died for you. Don't you want to love him? It's wonderful, from childhood you say, Lord Jesus, I want to
love you. God can use you to be a witness to other people.

You can bring other children to Christ in your school. But if you can, if you love him, you love Jesus. So,
how do I know that I love him? Now, sometimes when we sing, we can feel very emotional, say, oh, I love
Jesus so much.

Or you see some movie of Jesus being whipped and beaten on the cross and you feel like crying, oh,
Lord, you love me so much, I love you. But that is not the mark of love. Because there's a temporary
emotion when we are singing and all that, it disappears by the evening, it goes off.

See, in cold places, sometimes in the morning, there's some dew on the grass. After a while, it's gone. It's
disappeared in the heat of the sun.

And a lot of people, their love for Jesus, which they feel so much in the meeting, is just like that dew. By
evening, it's gone. That's not love.

That is a feeling. There's nothing wrong in it, but don't put too much value on it. Jesus gave us one proof of
our love for him.

John 14, verse 15. John 14, verse 15. If you love me, keep my commandments.

So how do I prove my love for Jesus? You keep my commandments. So, it is by obedience that I prove my
love for Jesus. There's a song in English called, I love him more and more.

And before I understood the proof of love, I used to feel so emotional, oh, I love him more and more and
more. But when I understood John 14, verse 15, when others are singing, I love him more and more, I
would sing, I'll obey him more and more. Just to check up, do I really love him or not.

Obedience. In the Old Testament, they obeyed God out of fear. If you don't obey me, I'll punish you.

If you obey me, I'll reward you. You didn't have to love. You obey because you're afraid of punishment or
you want some reward from God.

That is old covenant obedience. And today also many Christians obey God like that. Look at all these
preachers who say, if you give 10% to God, God will bless you financially.

They're doing business with God. It's like a bank saying, you come put your money here, we'll give you
3%. It's like a bank saying, if you deposit your money in a bank, I'll give you 3% interest.

Another bank says, 5%, I'll give you 5%. Then I'll put it there. God says, I'll give you 100 times.

Then that is the best bank, let me go and put it there. This is all business. But many people who hear this
don't understand that these preachers are teaching them to do business with God.

But many people who hear this don't understand that these preachers are teaching them to do business
with God. Those who love money can't see that. For many years, I prayed to God to make me free from
this love for money.

I can see it in their words. Every child of Adam loves money. It's like a big, fat onion.
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You have to peel it off little by little and make it thin. I've been peeling this big onion for many years. It's
become thin, I can't say it's completely gone.

Why do I say it's not completely gone? You know, compared to other preachers and Christians, it may be
better. But I don't compare myself with any Christian. I compare myself with Jesus.

He is so free. There was a Judah stealing his money every day and he was not even bothered. I don't
know whether I've come to that place where somebody will keep on stealing my money every day and I
won't be bothered.

But I want to come there. I want to be like Jesus in every area of my life. I mean, if Jesus were to offer me
a choice.

Do you want to be more like Jesus or do you want to be a great preacher? I don't even have to think one
second. I say, I want to be like Jesus any day. That's why God chose Mary Magdalene more than anybody
else because she had such a longing for him.

That's why God chose Mary Magdalene more than anybody else because she had such a longing for him.
I'm sure Mary, the mother of Jesus, was also a blessed woman. But I wonder why Mary Magdalene was
not there to see her son's body.

I wonder why Mary Magdalene was not there to see her son's body. I don't know. I don't want to judge her.

But Mary Magdalene was special. There are many good Christians, many good believers, but some of
them are very special. And when we love Jesus like that, we can forgive others.

And when we love Jesus like that, we can forgive others. I remember many years ago, I read the story of a
believer in South Korea. I think this is something that happened about 60 years ago.

I think this is something that happened about 60 years ago. Another young fellow of his age shot him.
Another young fellow of his age shot him.

His father said, I'm going to find out who that fellow is who shot my son. And he searched and searched
and found that young fellow who had killed his son. And he told him, I've lost my son because of you.

So I want to adopt you now as my son. And I want to give all my inheritance to you. And I want you to
come and live with me.

And he did that. I remember reading that story in a book. I remember reading that story in a book.

And the title of the story was Love's Atom Bomb. Who can love like that? Only Jesus can help you to love
somebody like that. Do you think it is easy for you to love somebody who killed your only son? You think of
it.

Suppose you've got one son and somebody killed him. And you go searching for him just to show him the
love of Jesus. That is the mark of being filled with the Holy Spirit more than speaking in tongues.

It is obedience to Jesus which says, forgive and love your enemies. It is obedience to Jesus which says,
forgive and love your enemies. I am not saying that you have to become a communist to love a
communist.
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You don't have to become a communist to love a communist. They are blind. They don't have any clarity
about these things.

You see a blind man crossing the road and he is about to run over by a car. What will you do? You will go
and pull him back. That is how we see so many people who are disobedient to God's word.

You know, hatred. There is not one atom of hatred in heaven. Hatred is found only in hell.

So, if you've got a little hatred in your heart against anybody, any human being, you have to say, Lord, I've
got a little bit of hell in my heart. I don't want a little bit of hell in my heart. I want my whole heart to be in
the atmosphere of heaven.

Do you have that? Only the Holy Spirit can do that in your life. Obedience. If you love me, keep my
commandments.

Now let's turn back to Matthew 7. If you hear my words, verse 24, and you obey it, then you'll build your
house on the rock. And that house means three things. My personal life.

My personal life. Second, my home life. That is my home.

And third, my church. There are three homes we have. One is my heart.

My home. My family. And my church.

All three must be on the rock, unshakable. That means in my personal life, everything that I know to be
Jesus' commandments, I must obey him 100%. There may be many things I don't know.

God doesn't hold me responsible for that. See, God will require more from me because I know more than
you. That's like saying a 10th standard question paper will be tougher than a 1st standard question paper.

But no teacher will give a 10th standard paper to a 1st standard student. So God will not judge you by
what you don't know. There may be 100 things I know which you don't know.

Like a 10th standard student knows 100 things which a 1st standard student does not know. So the 10th
standard student will be tested for those things. So I will be tested at a higher level than you.

Then that means, if I do some small wrong thing, God will discipline me very severely. But you do the
same wrong thing, God will just ignore it. Because he may say, he is only in the 1st standard, it's okay.

So, according to your level, what you know, you have to obey. Then in the family also, there are certain
laws God has made for husband and wife and children. See, husband and wife must love one another.

Forgive one another. Because we are imperfect. Nobody is perfect.

No husband is perfect, no wife is perfect. So when we make a mistake, we have to ask forgiveness. And
we obey the word of God which says, Don't let the sun set on your anger.

Don't let the sun set on your anger. That's a very important verse, Ephesians 4.26, for all husbands and
wives. Don't let the sun set on your anger.
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Ephesians 4.26 Ephesians 4.26 It's good these children are writing these verses. When they grow up and
get married, they'll need to read it. It's good that these children are writing these verses, I say.

If you did wrong, before you go to sleep, you must go and hug your daddy and mommy saying, I love you
so much. You must do that. Then you are following Jesus.

And husband and wife also must do that. Just hug each other and say, I love you. Just forget all the wrong
things we did today.

That's a wonderful way to go to sleep every night. Otherwise, it will be like sleeping on a bed with a few
thorns sticking around in your back. Get rid of it.

You can sleep much better. The best pillow is a good conscience. So, build your home on the rock.

And then when you come together in a church like this, each home is built on the rock and the whole
church will be built on the rock. So, the church built on the rock is not just that we sing well and listen to
good sermons here. But that your home, you are obeying the Lord.

You love one another, forgive one another. And respect one another as husband and wife. And appreciate
one another.

See, this is a bad habit we have among Indians. We have got it from our heathen culture in India. We don't
speak words of appreciation to each other.

We are almost ashamed to appreciate your wife or husband or say something good. Just think of the last
2012, whole year. Can you think of all the times you criticized your wife or your husband? You know, some
small thing they did wrong here or there.

You did this. Or you forgot this. I told you to do this.

A hundred times I told you to do it. Maybe you said two, three times, but you'll say a hundred times. These
are all the silly things we fight about.

How many times have you said, I really thank God for you? You know, we don't appreciate one another.
Do you think Jesus appreciates us? What do you think? We appreciate Jesus, of course, Lord, you are so
wonderful, you are so lovely and all that. Do you think Jesus ever appreciates us? Or do you think he's
always saying, this thing is wrong with you, you're a sinner, this is wrong, that is wrong? If you think Jesus
is like that, then you will behave like that to other people also.

That is why you treat other people like that, because you think Jesus is always criticizing you for
something wrong. Tell me, do you believe Jesus really wants to fellowship with you and loves you and
says nice things to you about you? Is there any verse in the Bible where Jesus says, you are beautiful in
my eyes? Yes or no? Where? Song of Solomon, right. Song of Solomon is, you read Song of Solomon, is
it only the bride appreciating the bridegroom? That is of course right, to appreciate Christ like that.

But does the bridegroom appreciate the bride in Song of Solomon, yes or no? So much. If you don't
believe me, you read it. And you read it and ask yourself whether you have ever said one word like that to
your wife in your whole life.
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Even if you are married 25 years, you may not have said it once. I want to ask you, do you want to be like
Jesus? Yes, yes, I want to be like Jesus. Then read Song of Solomon and be like him.

We have to learn to appreciate one another. That is one of the areas where we obey the Lord. We think,
oh, if I appreciate, she will become big headed and she will act like a queen in the house.

Don't be afraid. Why is Jesus not afraid to praise us? Does he say, oh, he will become a prophet up and
so on? No, he is not afraid of that. He appreciated that Roman centurion saying, I have never found faith
like this in all of Israel.

That guy is an unconverted military man who has killed so many people. He was a Roman military officer
who killed so many people and was not saved. We usually think that we should never appreciate such a
person.

But Jesus publicly appreciates him before everybody. I was not like that in the beginning. I could not
praise young believers and all that.

But then I said, Lord, I want to be like you. And the Lord said, you got to be like this. So then I learned.

Dear brothers, if you love Jesus, you will be able to appreciate one another in your home. Your home will
become like a house on a rock. Each of you, your home is in a rock, this church will be built on the rock.

And though we disagree with the wrong teachings in other churches, I find that I disagree with almost
every denomination. Mainly because they have such a craze after money and that's wrong. That's why
when we started our churches 37 years ago, I said we will never take an offering in our church.

We just put a box, those who want to give can give, those who don't want to give, don't give. And that is
how we have done in all the 50 churches that we have planted. Whether it is here or in Australia or in
America, same principle.

We are different from all churches because we don't take an offering. In all our 50 churches, we don't pay
one preacher one rupee for their work. That is the work God has done.

Because that is how Jesus and the apostles served the father. The moment you bring money into God's
work, it is Babylon. Some of you saw some of the emails I wrote recently about why I criticized this
Babylon.

Bringing money and political leaders into a church. Some of you may think that is a small thing. But you
see in Revelation chapter 17 and chapter 18, if you get time to read it, and you will read there that chapter
17 is all about politics and religion joining together.

And in chapter 18 you read about Babylon and money. And we read finally that Babylon fell. God
destroyed it.

And I will tell you something. I don't know whether you know it. In the Old Testament, in the book of
Psalms, we read Hallelujah many times.

In the Old Testament, in the book of Psalms, we read Hallelujah many times. When we listen to our God,
we often use the word Hallelujah. Do you know where the word Hallelujah is used in the New Testament?
Only in the book of Revelation.
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The book of Revelation and the book of Revelation is only in chapter 19. In the Old Testament, other than
that. It's right to use it.

But use it in the way it is used in the New Testament. Hallelujah, Babylon has fallen. Hallelujah, Babylon
has fallen.

Hallelujah, that her smoke of Babylon rises up forever and ever, verse 19. And all the people in heaven
say, Yes, Amen, verse 4, Hallelujah. Amen, Hallelujah.

So you see, the fall of Babylon is what people say Hallelujah for. Because then, verse 6, the Lord our God
Almighty can reign. Till then, who is reigning in the church? Money.

And political leaders. MPs. Chief ministers.

Coming for Christian functions in the church. Babylon, Babylon. And it's a shame when anybody in CFC is
associated with such things.

Which is this house that has fallen? Babylon. Now you see Matthew 7, 26 and 27. See verse 27.

The rain descended, the floods came, the winds blew and burst against the house and it fell and great was
its fall. 27. We must, even our children must understand that.

I was so excited when one of my sons, when he was only about 12 years old. He read this. He said,
Daddy, isn't this Babylon? This house falling down.

I said, you're absolutely right son, don't ever forget that. Those who hear God's word and don't obey it. We
are building a house that will collapse.

So, this is what we have. We don't want to build a house. We don't want to spend so many years meeting
together, meeting together, meeting together here and then finally the building collapses.

You tell me, would you like to spend 20 years building a house and then finally at the end of it it collapses?
Because you were not careful about the foundation. When it comes to worldly houses, any amount of
money we will spend to have a good foundation so that it doesn't shake. No.

If you are building in Japan and all, you have to spend much more money because there are so many
earthquakes there. Supposing they say, oh, if you want to build with such a strong foundation, then you
can't build a big house, only a small house with this much money. Because you've got to spend so much
money on the foundation.

You say, yes, I'm willing. Let me have a small house, but let me have a solid house. If you try to save
money on the foundation and you build two, three floors, the whole thing will collapse.

We are not foolish when it comes to earthly buildings. But so many churches, they don't obey the words of
Jesus. I'll give you one example.

You know, in western countries now, the sisters don't cover their heads in the church. No, that is not a big
commandment. The big commandment is love one another.

I agree. But this is one of the small commandments. But Jesus said, if you disobey the small
commandment, you won't go to hell, but you'll be small in God's kingdom.
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You know, God does not test us in the big commandments, but in the small commandments. How do you
test your children? Big commandments. Son, today when you go to school, don't murder anybody.

You must not commit adultery with any of those little girls there. You must not rob a bank on the way to
school. And the son comes and says, daddy, I obeyed all those commandments.

Those are the big commandments. The small one is, when they are playing outside, okay, time to come in,
come and have your dinner now, or come to do your homework. Then you know how the children will obey
you or not.

Wait, wait, wait, mummy, not now. Where do you test their obedience? Not in the big commandments.
Every child's obedience is tested in the small commandments.

You know that in your home as parents. God also does not test us in the big commandments. Small
commandments.

I remember when two of my sons now have started churches in America. Not Indian people, American
people. And they started preaching.

What is not preached in any church in America, you must cover your head. And immediately some families
left the church. I said, praise the Lord, that's wonderful.

This is like a filter that will keep away all people who are not interested in obedience. I was really proud
that they would take such a stand on something like this. They knew many would get offended and go.

See, sometimes, you know, if I say that, somebody will get offended. Let them get offended. That's how
we will build the church.

Obedience to everything that Jesus has commanded. That's how we must build this church. Everything
that Jesus has commanded.

We want to do it. But we don't judge other people. Whether they obey or not is not my business.

Let them obey, they will not obey, we are not judges of other people. See, 1 Corinthians 5. 1 Corinthians
5. Here it says. Verse 12.

What do I have to do with judging outsiders? We are not God. People in other churches, we don't judge
them. We disagree with them, we may say their wrong teachings, we will expose.

But we will not judge them. I may explain to the little flock the wrong teachings of Catholics or
Pentecostals or anybody. Or, you know, many of us, many of us have left different churches and come
here.

I started out leaving Orthodox Church first. Then I joined the Brethren Assembly. Then I left that.

Then I was with Buxing Assemblies. Then I left that. Then another.

Then I left that. Somebody told me, Brother Zach, you are such an unstable person. You are always
leaving one church and going to another church.

I said, all my life I was like that. All my life I said I was like that. From childhood I have been unstable.
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I left first standard and went to second standard. Then I left second standard and went to third standard. I
never stayed in any class more than one year.

I left it and went to fourth standard. All my life I am an unstable man. When I found something better, I
moved there.

I found one house. Then I found a better house. I moved there.

I am not like these steady people who stay in kindergarten all their life. If you want to be like that, you can
be. There are some people like that.

They say, my great grandfather onward, we are in this church and we will stay here. I say, do you go and
study in the same school your great grandfather studied in? No. Will you get admitted in the same hospital
your great grandfather used to go for treatment? No.

There are better schools, better hospitals today. There are better churches than what your great
grandfather went to. Why are you willing to change the school and hospital? But not the church.

Because education is important. Health treatment is important. Spirituality is not so important.

That is the reason. But for me, spirituality is more important than education and health. I don't want to be
in a church that is unstable like Babylon.

I don't want to be a church which is involved with politics and money. I never want to encourage that in any
of our churches. Dear brothers and sisters, if we are to build a church that is steady and solid, unshakable
for all eternity, as I said, God judges the outsiders but we judge within our church.

Many of us have left many churches. Some have left us. Let them go.

I am never offended when people go away. In Bangalore also, many people have gone away. Here also in
CFC, through the years in Trivandrum, many people have left and gone.

Let them go. We don't wish evil for them. We don't judge them.

God bless you all. I sometimes meet in the streets of Bangalore somebody who left our church some
years ago. I greet them.

I say, I hope you are following Jesus. I say, I don't know where you are going. I am not interested, but I
hope you are following Jesus.

That's the only thing I am interested in. Our calling is not to build up CFC. Our calling is to make disciples
of Jesus.

Say now, you started meeting here in this house since a few weeks. The important thing is not how many
people come here. That doesn't interest me at all.

Jesus had only 11 people, but with those 11 people he turned the world upside down. Today's 11,000
believers sometimes can't even turn one town upside down. So, I am reminded of that story of the rabbit
and the lion.
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Some of you may have heard it. One mother rabbit was speaking to a mother lion. You know rabbits get
many children in a year.

The mother rabbit said, I got 12 children last year. How many did you have? The mother lion said, I got
only one, but it was a lion. So, which would you prefer? One disciple or 20 half-hearted followers of Jesus?
Somebody asked me once, how many people in your church in Bangalore? I said, we have 400 chairs and
they are all filled.

But if some angel in heaven were to ask Jesus, Lord, how many disciples are there in CFC Bangalore?
The Lord may say, 20. I said, 20. I am excited.

You had only 11. We have got 20 here. Do I have 20 people here who can turn the world upside down?
Wonderful.

I am not excited with numbers. I will tell you that. One lion is better than a hundred rabbits.

One wholehearted disciple of Jesus can do more than hundreds of others. One Daniel was a witness for
God in Babylon more than all those compromising Jews. One Noah was enough for God in the whole
world.

One Enoch, who walked with God, influenced his generation. See, in the early first century church,
supposing in some place you have removed 500 believers here and 500 believers there, supposing they
went away, there would have been no loss. But if you remove one Paul, can you imagine what loss there
would have been in the church? Half your New Testament would not be there.

You see, how much God can do through one man, he can't do through 500 believers. Do you know what
God can do through you? One man, one woman, one young child. Do you think God can speak to your
children? You know Samuel was a little boy just the same age as some of you.

He heard God speak and nobody in the whole country heard God speak. I hope your children will grow up
like that, boys and girls. Say, Lord Jesus, speak to my heart.

I want to be an obedient child from the youngest age. You'll make mistakes, we all make mistakes. Making
a mistake is like falling down on the road.

Supposing you fall on the road, what do you do? You lie down there and say, oh, I've fallen, what do you
do? How long do you lie down there? One minute? No. You won't even lie down for five seconds. Jump
up.

So if you fall in the Christian life, make a mistake, Lord, I'm sorry, forgive me. Jump up. Quickly.

You know how quickly? If you drop a ball to the ground, how long does it take to come up? Like that. As
soon as it touches the ground, it's up again. That's how we must get up when we make a mistake or fall.

Oh, Lord, I'm sorry, forgive me. I'm up again. Say, Lord Jesus, speak to me.

God help you all to build a strong church. Don't worry about other people. God judges them.

Just worry about yourself. Don't judge them. God judges them.

We judge only ourselves. Amen.
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Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/oe6Qn8HusWc.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/building-a-church-on-the-rock/
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