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Enlarging Our Hearts - Part 5

by Zac Poonen

Zac Poonen emphasizes the importance of humility, overcoming jealousy, and cultivating a large heart to grow
spiritually and glorify God.

Duration: 9:11
Scripture: Job 1:8, Proverbs 14:30, Matthew 5:3-7, Luke 15:17, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Philippians 2:3
Topics: "Spiritual Maturity", "Humility Before God"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of being ‘poor in spirit," acknowledging our neediness before God
without comparing ourselves to others. It warns against jealousy, narrow-heartedness, and the destructive
nature of criticizing others. The message encourages developing a large heart, not just for personal
benefit but also to glorify God, moving beyond selfish motivations to spiritual maturity.

Transcript

Well, he, blessed are the poor in spirit. God gives the kingdom of heaven to such people. The poor in spirit
are those who say, Lord, I'm a needy person.

| don't claim to be better than anybody else. I'm just a needy person. I'll tell you one thing.

In the city of Samaria at that time, perhaps that woman was more poor in spirit than anybody else in the
whole city. All the fellows who went to the synagogues and people who sat on the elders' chairs, they were
not as poor in spirit as this woman. Their lives, external life may have been better, but they didn't have a
sense of need.

Isn't it interesting that the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord begins with, blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. And I'll tell you something about those who are poor in spirit. They don't
watch other people closely to see what's wrong with them.

They've got enough problems in their own lives. To judge themselves. And if you're like that, | tell you, the
whole kingdom of heaven is yours.

And it's amazing how God will use you. Is it possible that when you stand before the Lord, the Lord may
say to you, you know, | wanted to use you much more than you actually did, than | actually could on earth.
And you say, Lord, why couldn't you use me? He says, your heart was so narrow, the Lord will say.
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You were always watching other people to find what was wrong with them. And your heart remained
narrow. And | spoke to you again and again and again and again in the meetings, but you wouldn't listen.

You remained with your narrow heart, looking at other people. And you allowed jealousy to come in. That's
what happened to these three preacher friends of Job.

| have a feeling now, it's not written in the scriptures, but knowing human nature, | have a guess that these
three preacher friends of Job were jealous of Job. Because they could see he was far more spiritual than
them. They could see he was far more respected than them.

And they could see that he was much better off than them. He had 10 God-fearing children. Imagine that.

How would you look at someone who is far more spiritual than you and far wealthier than you and far more
influential than you, and who's got 10 godly children? And he's built 10 houses for them. He's fantastically
rich. And on top of that, he's so spiritual.

And he's got a word. The young people listen to him. Job says that.

He says, when | open my mouth, the young people would sit there and listen to me. And here you are,
looking at this man, waiting to find some fault in him to tear him down. Or it could be a sister.

You look at some sister whom you're jealous of because she has so much more than you. Maybe more
acceptance, more wealth, or whatever it is. And you always look to find some fault.

And you always try to tear the person down. Who are you destroying? Yourself. That's what we learn from
the book of Job.

And one day, see how God tested them. How does God expose pharisees? He allows a godly man to
become sick, not only to make that man large-hearted, but to find out who are all the pharisees here, who
will now pass their judgment on why this godly man has become sick. Ah, there must be some sin.

We knew there was something wrong with this fellow Job all along. You know, he looked very spiritual and
all. At last, we see.

Do you find that type of delight when somebody you don't like has got a bit sick so that it shows at last you
can prove that that guy was not as spiritual? You don't, because you don't like the fact that he's spiritual.
You know, it's amazing. We're supposed to be children of God.

The non-Christians appreciate godly men more than many Christians. The Christians are jealous. The
non-Christians look at them and say, well, that's a fine man.

But you can't say that. The non-Christians will look at somebody and say, that's a godly woman. But you
can't say that.

Because there's a jealousy there. There's a jealousy. Well, | can only tell you to deal with it in your own
interest.

I mean, even if you're the most selfish person in the world, please consider yourself and get a large heart.
This is good for you. | mean, the best thing you can do for yourself is to get a large heart.
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And even if you're selfish, the best thing you can do for yourself is to get a large heart. It'll bless you. So
move on from there to, | mean, start with that at least and then move on to the place where you want to
have a large heart because it glorifies God.

Isn't it a pity that | have to preach saying you should have a large heart because it blesses you? Because
if | were to preach saying, you should have a large heart because it glorifies God, that might not interest
you so much. But we'll start at the low level. Start, get a large heart because it blesses you, brother.

It blesses you, sister. Uh-huh. That's where we begin.

You shouldn't stay there. You remember the prodigal son? Why did he come home? Did he kneel down
there in the pigsty and say, oh, I've dishonored God so much. I've brought so much dishonor to my father.

| think | must go and repent. Not at all. I'm hungry.

I want something for myself. And that is the only motivation with which God can bring many people to him
initially. And that is why | say get a large heart because it's good for you.

It's pathetic if that's the only motivation. But what to do? But at least begin there, get back to God, and
then come to the place where you want to have a large heart because it glorifies God. Whether it does
good to me or not is unimportant.

Then you become really spiritual. Jesus didn't have a large heart because that was good for him. But
that's a long way.

You know, when we're in the kindergarten, we can't think of PhD and all of that. We'll wait a few years
before we think of PhD. The start of the kindergarten stuff, which is, | want to have a large heart because
it's good for me.

| want to go home to my father's house because I'm hungry. | want some food for myself. Okay.

The Lord says, come. You know, he'll accept you on that basis. Supposing you come to Jesus and say,
Lord, | don't want to go to hell.

Will you accept me and take me to heaven? He'll say, sure, come. Do you think a man who is seeking to
escape hell is really concerned about the glory of God and all that? No, no, no, no, no, no, no. How to stop
people from lusting with their eyes? Supposing | say that, two ways to put it.

You know, if you lust with your eyes, it dishonors God so much. Don't do it, brother. Don't look at internet
pornography because it dishonors God so much.

Most Christians, it won't even shake. I'd say 99% of Christians, because 99% of believers are not spiritual.
My conviction is, my experience, only 1% of believers I've met in my life are really spiritually minded.

That means everything in their life, they are concerned about the glory of God, not what's good for them.
So even Jesus recognized that. So when he warns people about lusting with the eyes, how does he put it?
In the most spiritual sermon found in the whole Bible, Sermon on the Mount, he doesn't say, don't lust with
your eyes because that'll dishonor God, because he knows people won't respond to that.
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He said, don't lust with your eyes because you'll go to hell. That's what he says in Matthew 5. Oh, OK,
Lord, I'll stop lusting. Because that's how we are.

Oh, it'll affect me, is it? Or next thing is, don't criticize people in the church, your children, because it'll
destroy your children. Oh, it'll destroy my children. OK, I'll stop criticizing people in the church.

Not because it dishonors God or anything. | want my children to be spiritual. So | will not speak evil about
anybody in the church to them.

Good. At least you've joined kindergarten. Thank God you're not outside the school.

At least for the sake of bringing up your children properly, you'll stop speaking evil in your home. But don't
you realize what a pathetic level that is? | mean, do you want to be in kindergarten all your life? I'm not
saying you shouldn't come there. Come there.

Everybody joins church in kindergarten. But don't stay there.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/ImHA_1aGWOK.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/enlarging-our-hearts-part-5/
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