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foundation in our youth. It encourages young people to remember God's promises, forgive others, resist peer
pressure, and overcome sexual temptations. The speaker highlights the significance of being filled with the Holy
Spirit, accepting oneself as God made them, honoring parents, and handling disappointments and failures with
faith. The message concludes with a prayer for the young listenersto start a new journey towards becoming men
and women of God.
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Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of surrendering to God, accepting His plans for our lives, and
laying a foundation in our youth. It encourages young people to remember God's promises, forgive others,
resist peer pressure, and overcome sexual temptations. The speaker highlights the significance of being
filled with the Holy Spirit, accepting oneself as God made them, honoring parents, and handling
disappointments and failures with faith. The message concludes with a prayer for the young listeners to
start a new journey towards becoming men and women of God.

Transcript

Heavenly Father, we want your presence to be here. Lord Jesus, you are the head of the church, be in our
midst and speak to us through your Holy Spirit. Let everyone get a word from you.

We thank you for hearing us, we lean upon you and trust you. In Jesus' name we pray, Father, come in.
So I'm speaking primarily to the young people who are at the camp of the conference.

First of all, I'd like to turn to Jeremiah chapter 29 and verse 11. This is one of my favorite verses because it
says something here very clearly, which is expressed in other places in scripture in different ways, but
here it is very clear. And all of you young people must remember this verse, Jeremiah chapter 29, verse
11.

And if you remember the chapter and you don't remember the verse, just add the two and nine in the
chapter, you get 11. So Jeremiah 29, 11. And take this as a word God is speaking to you, where God
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says, | know the plans that | have for you.

And make that personal, because we don't know our future. We don't even know, the Bible says you don't
even know what will happen tomorrow, leave alone in the next 30, 40, 50 years of your life. But God knows
the whole future.

He knows the type of person you are. He knows your temperament. He knows your weaknesses.

He knows your strengths. In fact, God knows you better than your parents, better than you know yourself.
And when God makes a plan for your life, he takes all those factors into account, your personality, your
temperament, your gifts, and your circumstances, the place you're going to live, years later, the type of
work you're going to do, and the trials you're going to face, the temptations that will come your way, God
knows everything.

And some of those trials, we can think of like pitfalls, dangers on the road. God knows them ahead of time.
And he wants to guide your life so that you get the best out of your one earthly life.

So read this verse with that in mind. The Lord says to you, | know the plans | have for you. And those
plans are for your good.

For your welfare means for your good. And they are not for calamity. That means none of my plans, God's
got many plans for your life, and not one of those plans is going to harm you in any way.

It's not for calamity. And the purpose of the plans God has made is to give you a wonderful future, and at a
young age, to have hope for the future. So remember this verse.

The Lord says, | know the plans | have for you. Plans for your welfare, for your good, and not for any harm
to come to you. There may be trials along the way, but those trials will be to strengthen you and to give
you a future and a hope.

So in your single years and your youthful days, you must lay a foundation for the future. That's why single
days are very young. Our youth time is very important.

Single days are very important. You know, the first thing that people do when they want to build a house is
to lay a foundation. Sometimes in India, you hear of a three-story building suddenly developing a crack in
the third floor or the fourth floor, four-story building.

And you think the problem is there. It's not there. The engineers know the problem is when they laid a
foundation right at the beginning of that building, they did not lay the foundation deep enough, strong
enough.

And so for many years, nothing happened. And it looked as if this three-, four-story building was okay. But
as the earth around it began to sink, because the foundation was not strong, the house began to sink just
a wee bit.

And then the crack comes in the wall. So the foundation you're laying in your younger days, in your single
days, if you lay a good foundation now, it can help you throughout your life. Your life is like building a big
house.
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Many of you may build 10 stories, houses, skyscrapers, your whole future. But you're laying the foundation
now, in your single days, in your youthful days. And you read in the Bible about some young men like
Joseph.

You know the story of Joseph. You get time, you read it. It's in the last 14 chapters of Genesis.
Genesis 37 to 50. You don't have to turn to it now. But when you get time, read it.

The story of Joseph. When he was 17 years old, God began to lay a foundation in his life. And that helped
him all the way till he died at the age of 110.

Imagine, for nearly 100 years. That was a huge skyscraper Joseph was building with his life, but the
foundation was laid when he was young. And he's one of those rare people in the Bible, particularly in the
Old Testament, against whom nothing wrong is ever said.

He never seemed to have done anything wrong or evil. His brothers did evil to him, but he forgave them.
He's a wonderful example of a young man who laid a good foundation in his life.

And he forgave. He went through a lot of trials. His 10 brothers were against him.

And when he went into Egypt, sold as a slave into Egypt. Imagine if you have been sold as a slave at the
age of 17. You can have a lot of complaints, but he never had.

And it says God was with him. Throughout those chapters, you read God was with him. When he was a
slave, God was with him.

But his master saw, this is an unusual slave. God is with him. And he was only about 20 years old.

Imagine if you, 20 years old, 25 years old, 18 years old, that you live in such a way that older people
recognize this is an unusual young man. God seems to be with him. My dear young brothers and sisters,
that is my greatest longing for you.

That people will recognize that God has blessed you. In the earth, they think of blessing in terms of a
house and money and all that. No.

The most blessed man who walked on this earth was Jesus Christ. And he never owned a house. And he
had very little money.

And sometimes he used to sleep out in the fields because nobody invited him in Jerusalem to their house
to stay for the night. He had no complaints. So the most blessed man who walked on this earth was not a
rich man.

And he was not a graduate. So the Bible says Jesus is our example. Now, it's okay.

In our day, perhaps it's necessary to study and get a degree to get a job. That's okay. But the point is, in
your single years, you're going to lay a foundation.

Jesus, the Father, sent Jesus out into the ministry at the age of 30. What was he doing in the years up to
the age of 30? At the age of 12, by the age of 12, he had really studied the Bible. That's really amazing.
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That means he was so eager as a young man to study the Bible every day. And remember, they never
had any printed Bible like this in those days. There's one copy of the Bible in the synagogue, and Jesus
must have gone there maybe from the age of 5 or 6 all the way up to the age of 12.

Every day, he would go and ask the rabbi who was the preacher there, can you please read something
from the Bible for me? And he would read a few verses, and Jesus would say, okay, stop. And just
remember that. You go home, meditate on that.

Come back the next day to read some more of the Bible. Tell him, please read some more. Maybe he
spent a half an hour like that every day.

Imagine if from a very young age, you just spent half an hour every day just to understand the Bible. That's
going to lay a tremendous foundation in your life for the future. So that's one wonderful example.

The other example, | want to just mention two examples. The other example we see in the Bible is Daniel.
He was another young man against whom nothing is written against him.

Two unique examples in the Bible of people who never did anything seriously wrong. Daniel was another
man who was upright and honest. He stood for the Lord in the midst of a community that was against the
true God.

Some of you may go to school or college or go to work, and the atmosphere around you may be exactly
like Daniel's or exactly like Joseph's in Egypt. No knowledge of the true God and against the true God.
And like Joseph was faithful in Egypt, Daniel was faithful in Babylon.

Babylon was a very powerful nation. But Daniel was very faithful to God, even if it meant the king would
get angry with him. But he says, | will not disobey God, even in small things.

He decided he will read the book of Daniel sometime and see what a wonderful man he was. And it says
God gave him wisdom at a young age. And it's a wonderful thing if you can grow wisdom from a young
age.

| want to show you another verse in Proverbs in chapter 22. By the way, Proverbs is a great book for
young people to read. | would suggest that you read it many times.

For example, in addition to your Bible reading, if you read Proverbs regularly, it will help you greatly. You
should read through Proverbs many times. There are some people who read Proverbs one chapter a day.

There are 31 chapters. And in a full month, they can finish it. They read it again.

Whenever you get a chance, read Proverbs. There is a lot of advice there for young people. And it doesn't
matter if you read only two or three verses a day.

Take a whole year to go through Proverbs. Never mind. Read two or three verses and meditate on them.

You know, just like when we eat food, the food must go into the stomach and get digested. If it does not
get digested, you throw it out, you vomit. And then you don't get strong.

Some people have that sickness that their food doesn't get digested. And then even though they eat so
much, they never become strong. So in the same way with the Bible, if you just read it and you don't
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meditate on it, if you have 15 minutes to read the scriptures, it's better to read a few verses and meditate
on them rather than to read a long passage and not meditate.

Yeah, read four or five verses. Particularly New Testament. Go to the New Testament.
Read four or five verses and meditate. Meditate. | mean, it's like chewing your food.
It's like you chew your food in the mouth. You don't swallow it. In the same way, read the Bible like that.

Okay, Proverbs chapter 22. Proverbs chapter 22 and verse 6. If you have a Bible, turn to it. It's a very
good habit to get familiar with the chapters in the Bible.

Proverbs 22 and verse 6. Here it says to parents, train up a child in the way he should go. And then if he
does, if you do that, when he's old, he will not depart from it. That means parents are told, if you train up a
child in a particular way, when he's old, he will not depart from it.

I'll give you an example from nature. Have you seen some trees which are absolutely straight? Absolutely
straight. And then you've probably seen some other trees which are slanting.

The whole tree trunk is slanting. Others, the whole tree trunk is straight. So | wonder why.

| believe that God created trees to grow up straight. He did not create trees to grow at an angle, grow
straight. But trees are always looking for sunlight.

And if there's some building or something that hides the sunlight, then the tree will, as a plant, it will go
another way to get the sunlight, and then it grows that way and it grows up crooked. And all its life, it will
be crooked. And then you can't straighten it.

Once a tree has become strong and is a crooked tree, you can never straighten it. If you want to straighten
it, straighten it when it is a plant. Tie it down with some string, and as it grows stronger with the ropes, then
it will grow straight.

So that's a picture of how you grow when you're young. You'll ultimately be like that when you grow up. So
if you're upright when you're young, you'll be upright all your life.

It's much easier. And so one of the first things that you need to be sure of at your young age, as | said, to
lay a foundation. The foundation is to be born again.

To be born again is to become a child of God, and not only born again, but to be sure that you're a child of
God, with no doubt at all. Now, if you grew up in a Christian family, like | did, going to church every
Sunday, reading the Bible almost every day, we probably would, even at a very young age, our parents
would have asked us to receive Jesus into our heart. And that's right.

Even a little child can receive Christ into his heart. And | remember one sister who came to Bangalore at
the age of 83 or something like that. She told us she was a European sister, but at the age of three, she
accepted Christ.

And when she was about, | don't know, about seven or eight years old, she heard a missionary from China
speaking about China, and she felt a call to go to China. And when she was much older, 40, 50, she went
to China. So | remember that story so well that | know that a person can be born again and become a child
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of God even when they're three or four years old.

And they get a call from God even at a very young age. Now, | accepted Christ probably many times
because I'd go to a meeting and I'd hear, ask Jesus to come into your heart. And I'd say, yes, Lord, | want
to be a child of God.

Come into my heart. But my problem was | was never sure. Probably some of you are like that.

Not sure whether Christ has really come in. Have | become a child of God? And you know something? In
all those years when | was not sure, | never grew spiritually. It's very important not only to receive Christ
into your life, but to be absolutely sure that Christ has come and forgiven you.

So that assurance can come by reading the Bible. So | remember | used to have the habit of reading some
verses from the Bible every day. And maybe from the age of 13 onwards, many times | would have
accepted, Lord, come into my heart, come into my heart.

And maybe over the next six years, never sure. | don't know whether any of you are like that. I've never
had any spectacular experience or seen any light or heard any voice.

| just had the Bible. And one day when | was reading the Bible, | read from John chapter 6. And | want you
to look at this verse. John chapter 6 and verse 37.

| was reading. | was not particularly looking for a verse. That day my passage happened to be John
chapter 6. And | read that in verse 37, the last part of the verse 37.

John 6, 37. Jesus saying, If anyone comes to me, | will certainly not cast him out or reject him. Listen to
that.

Take it as a word for you. If anyone, that's you, Jesus comes to me, | will definitely not reject him. | will
receive him.

And | said, Lord Jesus, | was all alone in my room. | said, Lord Jesus, | asked you many times to come to
my heart. | came to you many times.

And | felt from that verse, Jesus is saying to me from that verse, | did not reject you. | said, thank God.
Thank God | can be sure today that Christ has accepted me.

And if some of you are not sure, | hope you will be sure today. Even from that verse, Jesus will not reject
anyone who comes to him sincerely. | was not perfect.

| had so many mistakes and problems in my life, but he accepted me. Jesus said he came for sinners. He
did not come for holy people.

You remember once the Pharisees asked him, Lord, why are you always with the sinners? And he said, |
am a doctor. | am a physician. There are sick people who need a doctor.

You people think you are healthy. Actually, the Pharisees were more sick than anybody else. But they did
not realize it.

The most sick person is the person who does not realize he is sick. The Pharisees were like that. They
thought they were holy, but they were not.
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They thought they were righteous. But there were other people in Israel who knew they were sinners, and
they welcomed Jesus. So remember this.

If you feel there is a lot of sin in your life, | want to tell you that Jesus came for you, especially. And | was a
young man, and | was defeated by all the wrong thoughts that | had, and anger, and many things like that.
All of you have.

Fighting with others and all that. | had a lot of problems. Just like every young person, not especially evil,
but normally evil, like other young people.

And | said, Lord, | want you to forgive me, first of all. Completely blot out my past sins. And | was sure,
based on that verse.

And then | discovered that when | confess my sin to the Lord, He cleanses me completely from all sin. So
here is another great verse that will help you throughout your life. 1 John.

The first episode of John. Chapter 1. If you are writing it down, it will be very good to write down these
verses. 1 John chapter 1 and verse 9. Apply it to yourself.

If you, say to yourself, if | confess my sin, Jesus is faithful and righteous to forgive me all my sins, and to
cleanse me from all evil and unrighteousness in my life. That's a great verse. | had great use for it.

Because we don't come to a life of victory overnight. It took me how many years? Many, many years. So in
all those years, when we fall down, we get up, we need to confess our sin to the Lord immediately.

Look at sin like a thorn getting into your foot. If a thorn gets into your foot, how long do you wait till you pull
it out? You won't even wait one second. It hurts to have a thorn poking your foot.

You stop, sit down, and pull out the thorn, and then move on. Take that attitude whenever you commit a
sin. In words, or in deeds, that's a thorn.

Go to the Lord immediately, in your thoughts, wherever you are. Say, Lord, I'm sorry | slipped up there in
my thoughts. I'm sorry | had a dirty thought.

I'm sorry | spoke a rude word there. Please forgive me. And if the person you hurt is nearby, ask his
forgiveness immediately.

It's a very good habit to develop to set things right with God and to set things right with man. There are
many people who are much older who still have trouble asking people for forgiveness. I've met people
who are 60, 70 years old.

They still have such a problem asking somebody younger than them, please forgive me. Why is that?
Because they never developed that habit when they were young. Develop the habit of quickly asking
forgiveness if you hurt somebody.

I mean, if you were standing somewhere, you accidentally stepped on somebody's foot who was standing
behind you, what would you do? Would you have a discussion with him and say, hey, by the way, it was
only accidental, or would you say, hey, I'm sorry. | stepped on your foot. We don't discuss or justify
ourselves.
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We hurt somebody. Whether you did it accidentally or deliberately, you stepped on his foot. You hurt him.

And immediately, we all have a habit. I'm sure you all say, I'm sorry. Do the same when you hurt
somebody with your words or in some other way.

It's much worse than stepping on their feet. I'm sorry, brother. As an older person, I'm sorry, sir.
Settle it immediately. Very, very important. I'll tell you something.

You know why we are slow in doing that? Because of only one reason. We are all born proud. | want to tell
you the truth about yourself.

We are all proud creatures. Pride is the root of all sin. We are born proud.

Little children, as they grow up, they are proud. That's why they fight with each other. And that pride is
what prevents you from asking forgiveness.

So, humble yourself. Jesus humbled himself. So, let me tell you a little bit about how Satan became Satan.

It's important to know it. I'll tell you in one minute. When God created the universe, there was no Adam
and Eve.

The first verse of Genesis. He made the heaven and the earth. And he also made all the angels.
That's written in Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14. And he made one person. We don't know his name.

They call him Lucifer, as the head of the angels. Today, it's a bad name, Lucifer, but in those days, he was
the head of the angels. And heaven was a beautiful place.

Everybody was humble, serving one another. But this head of the angels became proud. What did he
become proud of? Oh, I'm the leader of so many angels.

It's very easy for pride to come into your heart. And he said, oh, only God is above me. He was so stupid.

He said, | think I'll go above God also. But, even if he didn't say that, that pride in his heart was a sin. Pride
comes when we compare ourselves with others.

Remember this? Pride comes in your heart only because you compare yourself with others. I'll give you an
example. In India, when the schools, they grade with marks between 0 and 100.

Pass marks are 40, and 100 is all your problems are. You get it correct, you get 100. Now, supposing a
young boy is studying in a school where everybody is very poor in their academic study.

They are stupid, and he's the cleverest of the lot. And so he gets say, 20 out of 100. Now, 20 out of 100 is
a very poor score.

But all the others got 10, 5, 0, and all that. They were all less than him. He came first in the class.

And he was proud. He comes home and says, Mom, | came first in the class. How much did you get? | got
20 out of 100.
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And she says, How did you come first? And all the others got 10, and 15, and 5, and all. They were all
worse than me. Pride.

He was not very clever, but he was proud because he compared himself with others. Okay. His father then
took him and put him in another school, which is a much better school, and where all the students in his
class were very clever.

They were all getting 80, 90, 100, and all that in their math tests. He went in and he got 20, and all of a
sudden he became very humble. He got the same marks in the other school.

How did he become humble? That humility and pride did not come by the marks he got. Your humility or
your pride does not come by your abilities. It comes only because you compare yourself with others.

And if you feel you're better than others, you become proud. If you feel they are better than you, you all of
a sudden become humble. It doesn't affect only you.

I met a lot of preachers who are proud because they can preach better than other people. Or they think
they can preach better than others. Or because more people admire their preaching and they become
proud.

And there are other preachers, even elders who can't preach well, and they are very humble because
people don't think much of them. Where does that humility come from? It's not coming from Jesus. It's
coming from I'm comparing myself with my fellow elders, fellow preachers.

They're all better than me, so | humble myself. That's not true humility. Or you go to another church where
everybody is worse than you, you suddenly become proud.

Not because you got more ability. Remember this all your life. It's by comparing yourself with others that
you become proud.

For the Christian, humility does not come by comparing yourself with others and saying, oh well, I'm better
than them. No. Humility comes by comparing yourself with Jesus.

The angel became proud and became Satan. As soon as he became proud, God put him out and he
became Satan. And Jesus came from heaven and humbled himself to save us primarily from our pride.

If you're saved from your pride, you'll be saved from many other sins. I'll tell you why. Because there is a
law in the Bible.

You can read it. It's another great verse that you must remember. 1 Peter 5 and verse 5. Turn in your Bible
to 1 Peter 5 and verse 5. It's spoken to young people.

Here's a great verse for a young people's conference like this one. You young men and young women. In
the middle of that verse it says, clothe yourself with humility.

That means let humility be your inner dress. Not the outward dress. Inner dress.

Reason? Because God is against proud people, but he supports, he gives grace to humble people. That's
a great verse. | want the grace of God all the time in my life.

And here is how | can get it. If | humble myself, I'll get it. That's all.
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You don't have to know. You don't have to know the Bible. In every situation, if you choose the path of
humility, and when you're by yourself, you don't compare yourself with others and think that you're better
than them.

That's a tremendous temptation. Particularly if you can sing well, or as a child you can act well in dramas,
or you can speak well, even in school. Or you come, do well in your math test, and your English test, and
you do better than others, you're ranked on top.

It's very easy to become proud. You don't have to. I'm sure Jesus did very well in school, but he was
humble all through.

And if you say, Lord Jesus, | want to look at you, who never became proud of anything in his life, even
though he was God, he humbled himself and became like a servant on this earth to everyone. So | want to
say to you, if you learn this one lesson as a young person, that all your life you remain in humility,
comparing yourself with Jesus, I'll tell you something that'll happen. God's grace will support you, support
you, support you all the time.

| picture it like this. If a man is proud, God comes in front of him and pushes him back, back, back, back. |
mean, the devil's already pushing all of us back.

Our sins are pushing us back, and if God also pushes us back, we are doomed. And I'll tell you something,
God is pushing many of his believers back, because they are proud. Even many preachers, God pushes
them back.

Many elders I've seen, God pushes them back, because they are proud. Even in our CFC churches I've
seen that. And | thank God for the few who are always seeking to humble themselves on God.

You can see that God is behind that man, pushing him forward, pushing him forward. He doesn't want to
go forward at all. He doesn't want to go up.

God's pushing him up. God's pushing him up. And the main area where God is pushing him up is not in
the presence of others.

Not that he becomes a great preacher, but that he overcomes sin. Don't glory in the fact that other people
have a high opinion about you. That'll make you proud.

Never think about the opinion others have about you. Only say, Lord, what do you think about me? It's a
prayer | have even though I'm now I'm 82 years old, but I still pray, Lord, | want to know if you're pleased
with me. That's what | want to know more than anything else.

| don't care what people think about me. That counts for zero in my life. What do you think of me, Lord?
That's all | want to know.

Live your life like that. | tell you, you'll grow up to be a wonderful young man, young woman if you do it.
God's plan for your life will be fulfilled.

Just humble yourself. And you'll never get into a fight with anybody. So that's a great verse.

God gives grace. Grace means strength, power to overcome sin, the temptations that come in your life.
That's how you can overcome.
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Okay, another verse. I'm giving you these verses that'll help you all your life. Hebrews 8 and verse 12.

Once you confess your sin, and we read there in 1 John 1 9, He forgives you and cleanses you. The devil
will remind you of the sins he has already forgiven. God has forgiven.

You know you're forgiven, but the devil will say, Ah, but | know you remembered last year you did this or
last month you did this and you remember yesterday how you spoke to somebody. And the devil is always
out to remind you of your past failures even though you confessed it to God and asked forgiveness. So
here is a great verse.

Hebrews 8 verse 12. These are verses that helped me tremendously in my life as a young man. | will be
merciful to their iniquities, the Lord says.

Iniquities means sins. And | will not remember their sins anymore. Isn't it wonderful to know that God does
not think of me as, Yeah, | know what you did two years ago.

He doesn't say that. Other people may say that to you. Hey, | know you, man.

| know how you behaved two years ago. | know how you behaved last month. But when you go to God
and you confess your sin, it's blotted out.

He says, | will not remember your past sins anymore and if God doesn't remember it, let the whole world
remember it. You say, I'm not going to remember it because God has forgiven me. I'm very grateful to God
for having forgiven me but I'm not going to live in condemnation Oh, last week | did this.

Last month | did this. I'll tell you what you should feel condemned about. The sin that you did not confess
to God.

If there's any sin you did not confess to the Lord, definitely you should feel condemned. But every sin that
you confess to Jesus, you can be absolutely sure Jesus has blotted it out. He will not remind you of it at
all.

So Jesus once said in Matthew 23, here's another great verse. Matthew 23 He told the Pharisees in verse
25. Matthew 23 25 You are all hypocrites.

A hypocrite is a person who looks holy on the outside but is filthy inside. He acts very holy in the presence
of other believers and when he comes to church but in his private life, in his thought life, it's all filth. That's
a hypocrite.

And every one of us, you and I, have a tendency to become hypocrites. Let me repeat that. | don't care
how holy you are.

You and | have a tendency to become hypocrites, young or old. We have to fight it. And say Lord, | don't
want to appear clean on the outside and dirty inside.

No. He said to them in verse 25 You clean the outside of the cup but the inside is filthy. Now, if you are
given something in a cup milk or a cup of tea or juice or anything it's no use the outside being clean.

You got a glass it's no use the outside of the glass being clean. The inside is important. Even if there are
few scratches or dirt on the outside, it doesn't matter.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 11



The inside must be clean. And if the inside is clean, you will never pour any juice or anything into such a
glass, will you? When you take a glass, you want to see if the inside is clean. And that's what God is
saying.

Make sure your inside is clean. Very, very important. And for our inside to be clean, | told you, as soon as
you are convicted that you did something wrong confess it to the Lord.

If you heard somebody confess it to that person Lord, I'm sorry | did that wrong thing. Please forgive me.
And the Lord will forgive you immediately.

And every time, keep your conscience clean. Keep your conscience clean. That's very, very, very
important.

So, the next thing | want to say is, in the Old Testament they never knew God as a Father. They only knew
Him as a God who's going to be frightened of Him and be scared of Him because He's holy and you don't
know what He'll do. But Jesus came and revealed God as a loving Father.

And Jesus said, when you pray, pray like this. Our Heavenly Father. Matthew 6 and verse 9. It's another
verse you must remember.

Whenever you pray, pray, Father, my Father who is in Heaven. Two things. These are the two things you
must remember when you pray.

God is my Father therefore He loves me, cares for me. But He's also in Heaven which means He runs this
whole universe. He controls everybody.

He controls your friends. He controls your enemies. He controls your circumstances.
He controls your parents. He controls all those people in the school. He controls your teachers.

He controls everybody in the world. That's the meaning of being in Heaven. So there are two things in that
verse.

God, you're my Father. I'm your child. And you love me more than my earthly parents.

See, all of you have got wonderful earthly parents. Most of you have. Parents who love you so much,
sacrifice so much for you.

| want to tell you, please listen to this. God is a much better Father than your earthly father and mother.
Much better.

He loves you more than them. He will do more for you than any earthly father or mother can do. You must
never forget that.

And in the Hebrew language in which the Bible was the early disciples wrote, they used to call Him Abba.
That's the Hebrew word for Father. In English we say Dad.

Daddy. Dad. So when you pray to God in private, you can call Him Dad.

Dad. That's how | call Him. In private.
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In public, | say Father. Jesus publicly, when He prayed, He always said Father. But in private, He would
say Abba.

That's the example | follow. That in private, | call Him Dad. In public, | call Him Father.
Because Dad is a very intimate, personal thing. And I'm speaking to Him alone. | say Dad.

But when I'm praying in the presence of others, | want to say Father in Heaven. Learn to call God your
Dad. Very, very important.

Because I've seen so many believers. Most, they pray, Oh Lord, Oh Lord. That's perfectly okay.
He is Lord. | also pray to Him as Lord. Lord, do this for me.

But if you never pray to Him as Father and Dad. When | pray alone, in public very often | pray saying Lord.
But when | pray alone to God, invariably | say Dad, Father.

He is my Lord, but He's my Father. That's what | want to remind myself. This is very, very, very important.

It can change your life. Another thing that a lot of people get confused about is the Holy Spirit. And | want
to tell you a little bit about that.

I'll show you one verse first of all. Romans 8 and verse 9. Romans 8 verse 9. Please turn to that verse.
The last part of Romans 8 verse 9. Anyone who does not have the Holy Spirit in him, he does not belong
to Christ.

The Spirit of Christ is called here. So, let me explain that verse to you. When you say Lord Jesus, come
into my heart, you know what happens? Jesus Christ in His body.

Jesus has a body, by the way, just like yours and mine. He came to Earth in a body and He went up to
Heaven in a body and He's still got that body. But He's in Heaven.

But He's on this Earth in His Spirit. That's the Holy Spirit. So when | ask Jesus to come into my heart, it's
the Holy Spirit who comes in.

You don't have to pray again for the Holy Spirit to come in. If you ask Jesus to come in, the Holy Spirit
comes in. Because it says here, if the Holy Spirit does not come in, then you don't even belong to Christ.

You're not born again. If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he doesn't belong to Him. But when
you ask Jesus to come into your heart, the Holy Spirit comes in.

But He may not have filled you. That's another thing. To have the Holy Spirit is one thing.

To be filled with the Holy Spirit is quite another thing. So as soon as you receive Christ into your life, the
Holy Spirit has come into your heart. But you need to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

How can you be filled with the Holy Spirit? It's very important. Because the Bible says, be filled with the
Holy Spirit. You read in the Acts of the Apostles, they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

I'll explain it to you very simply. If you think of your heart like a house with say about five or six rooms. One
room is where you are so guilty about all the wrong things you did in your life.
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That's called a room of guilt. This house has got maybe ten rooms. One room is the room of guilt.
And that's what we feel bad about. I'm a sinner. I'm a sinner.
I'm going to hell. I've disobeyed the Lord. Jesus died for me.

And | say, Lord Jesus, come into my heart. The Holy Spirit comes in to that one room. And out of the ten
rooms, there's light in one room.

My sins are forgiven. So if you were standing far away and looking up at this house on a hill, which is your
heart, and one room is light, and somebody asks you, is there light in that house? Yes, there is light. | can
see very clearly, a very bright light.

Is the house filled with light? No, it's not filled with light because | can see nine rooms are dark. Only one
room is lit. That's how it is.

You have the Holy Spirit. You're not filled with the Holy Spirit. So the Holy Spirit will then say, | want to
occupy every room in your life.

In other words, | want to control the books you read, the music you listen to, the movies that you watch,
and if you have a television, what television programs you see, and what songs you sing, and Jesus says,
| want to, | don't want to control your life and ruin you. | want to save you from bad habits. Reading bad
books, and watching bad movies, and watching bad television programs, and | want to save you from all
that.

So let me come into every area of your life. And if you're earning money, if you've started working, some of
you, Jesus says, | want to control that money room in your house, where I'll tell you how to use your
money. Some people say, no, no, no, Lord, don't come there.

I'll use money as | like. Then you can't be filled with the Holy Spirit. So, you've asked Jesus to come into
your heart.

The Holy Spirit has come in. Now you need to get alone with God, and say, Lord, is there any area of my
life that I've not given to you? | want to give it to you. And help me to keep that room pure and a part of the
Holy Spirit.

And as you pray, the Holy Spirit will come and fill every room. If you surrender all, He will fill all. You open
every door of every room of your house to Jesus, He will immediately come.

He says in Revelation 3.20, | stand at the door and knock. If you open the door, I'll come in. Every door
you open, | will come in.

Revelation 3.20. That's how we can be filled with the Holy Spirit. And, you know, we must have a hunger
and a thirst for that. Jesus once said in John 7. 37.

John 7 verse 37. In the last part of that verse, if anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. And this
He spoke about the Holy Spirit, verse 39, from His innermost being rivers of flow.

So the main thing there is to be thirsty. So | would ask you, if you receive Jesus into your heart, and you're
defeated in your life, do you have a thirst to get victory over sin, to get victory over your uncontrolled
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tongue, or bad habits, bad thoughts? | remember, | was tempted in the same way as all of you. | had a
great desire to overcome and | prayed and prayed, Lord, | want to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

| was thirsty. And | prayed and prayed for a long time and then God met with me and filled me with the
Holy Spirit. It changed my life.

So if you're thirsty, God will fill you with the Holy Spirit, because there's no partiality with God. What He
does for one, He'll do for the others. Let me say one thing about trials.

God allows trials in our life with a purpose. But before | come to that, | must speak about one more room
which must be filled with light. And that is the room of forgiveness of others.

Not God forgiving us, but we forgiving others. Matthew chapter 6, after we pray our Father who art in
heaven, we pray verse 12, Matthew 6, 12, forgive us our sins as we forgive others. Do you want God to
forgive you? Partially or completely? 50% or 100%? If you have forgiven other people only 50%, God will
forgive you only 50%.

Did you know that? It says here, forgive us exactly like we have forgiven others. If 10 people have hurt you
and you forgave only 5 of them, only half your sins will be forgiven according to this verse. Because God is
going to deal with you like you deal with other people.

You have to forgive them. No matter what they did to you, forgive them. It's a very serious thing.
Read verse 14 and 15. Matthew 6, verse 14 and 15. Very important verses.

If you forgive others, your Father will forgive you. If you don't forgive others, your Father will not forgive
you. Supposing you die without your Father forgiving you.

| know where you go. You go to hell. You can't go to heaven without your sins being forgiven.

And you can't have your sins forgiven after you leave this earth. That is why | say you better live every day
forgiving everyone. Don't have a grudge in your heart against anybody.

Forgive everyone completely, totally. All the time. As soon as somebody hurts you, forgive them.

And if you have hurt somebody, go and ask forgiveness from that person. Sometimes God wants to
answer our prayers, but He won't answer your prayer if you don't forgive others. And He won't answer your
prayer if you don't ask forgiveness if you hurt somebody.

Matthew chapter 5. It says here in verse 23 and 24. Matthew 5, verse 23 and 24. When you come to God
and you're presenting your offering, your offering means your prayer.

You're coming to God and you're praying. And while you're praying you remember, verse 23, that you
have hurt your brother or your sister. You said something to him or did something to her and he or she is
hurt.

Leave your prayer there. Your offering means your prayer. Stop praying.

Can you imagine Jesus saying, stop praying? You go to Jesus to pray and Jesus says, stop praying. You
know that Jesus sometimes tells people, stop praying. Why? Go first and ask forgiveness from your
brother, your sister.
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Say, I'm sorry for what | did. Then come and pray. I'll tell you something which I've seen, you know, I've
watched Christians in many countries for 60 years and I've seen that most Christians, let me listen to this,
most Christians their prayers are not heard or answered because there is somebody they have not asked
forgiveness from whom they hurt or there's somebody they have not forgiven.

Main reason don't be like that. | want every prayer of mine to be heard by my Father in Heaven. | don't
want to just pray.

A lot of people say, pray, pray, pray. | say, | tell you, it's more important to have God hear our prayers
more than just pray. And so | want to make sure in my life that I've forgiven everybody and I've asked
forgiveness from anybody I've hurt.

Then | come to God in prayer and God says, I'm listening to you my son. God will say to you, I'm listening
to you my daughter. It's so wonderful to hear know that God will listen to us all the time.

And so please remember these truths that | told you. One thing | was going to tell you about trials. The
reason why God allows trials in our life is to make us strong.

Why does God, why did God allow Adam to be tempted in the Garden of Eden? To make him strong. We
become strong when we resist trials and temptation and overcome. And so God allows Satan to take us
through difficulties.

We overcome him. We become strong. It's like people go to a gym and do exercise lifting weights and
running and subjecting their muscles to a strain and they develop their muscles.

It's exactly like that in the Christian life. If you never face any trials or problems in your life, you'll never
become strong. God has taken me through many, many trials in the 63 years I've been a Christian.

And those trials have made me strong and those trials are the reason God gave me a ministry also.
Because | can encourage other people with the encouragement God gave me. So in conclusion, let me
say a few words concerning the problems young people have.

Please remember everything that | told you. Take God's promises. Claim them in Jesus' hame.

When you read a promise in the Bible, say, Lord, that's for me. One of the problems young people have is
accepting yourself the way God made you. You can say, why am | not taller? Why am | so short like that
person? Or why am | too tall? Or why am | a little fat or obese? Why do | want to be thinner? But some
people, our body is made like that.

All are not the same size. You must learn to accept yourself the way God made you. You're not as
intelligent as somebody.

Never mind. That's the way God made you. First thing | say, learn to accept yourself as God made you.

It will bring a great liberation in your life. The other problem a lot of young people have is conflict with their
parents. Learn to respect your father and mother.

It will go very well with you. The Bible says, honor your father and mother and it will go well with you. I've
seen that.
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I've seen young people who have honored their father and mother. It has gone well with them. Your
parents have been given to you by God.

They are not perfect. Nobody's perfect. And your parents are not perfect.

You are not perfect. But don't get into conflict with them. If you have to disagree with your dad or mom,
say it lovingly.

Dad, please, can you excuse me this? Don't get into an argument. Another problem young people have is
when they get into school, they find a lot of pressure from their fellow students to act like this and speak
like this. If they get into this type of friendship and certain habits, be very careful.

It's called peer pressure. Peer pressure means people in your school or your friends trying to force you to
do something. Be very, very careful.

Don't let them force you. Look at Jesus. Say, Lord, | want to be different.
They may make fun of you. | remember in my younger days, a lot of people made fun of me. | said, okay.

That's what made me strong. Another thing, very strong thing that young people face is sexual temptation.
To be tempted.

Boy tempted with a girl or the girl tempted with a boy. Be extremely careful in this area. Especially after
you become 13, 14, 15 onwards, all the way up till you get married.

You'll find this temptation coming in your mind, in your thoughts. And I'm not saying you cannot speak or
be friendly with boys and girls. That's all fine.

But don't let dirty thoughts come into your mind. Don't watch dirty movies. A lot of young people are
watching that type of stuff.

It's ruining their mind. It's like eating rubbish. We don't take garbage and put it into our mouth.

But that's exactly what young people are doing when they watch filthy movies. Putting garbage into their
mind. You'll get sick if you start eating garbage.

And a lot of people are putting garbage into their mind with the movies they watch and pictures they see.
Be very careful in this area. Avoid it.

And one last thing that young people may face is disappointment. Failure in life. Failure in school.

Or being treated unjustly in school or by somebody. Learn to overcome it. | want to say to you a
conclusion.

You must believe that Jesus can help you to be a conqueror in every situation. So I've told you a lot of
things today. Later on you can listen to this message again and read those verses and remember all those
verses | said to you.

And | believe that every one of you can grow up to become a man of God, a woman of God. And you can
be useful in God's kingdom to build His church. You can be useful.
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You can, as you grow up godly, God will give you one day when the time comes a good marriage partner.
A good husband. A good wife.

So that you can build a godly home. Think what potential there is in your life. Be very faithful.

Read the story of Joseph and Daniel. Say, Lord, | want to be faithful as a young man. | want to be faithful
to you.

| became a, | got assurance, | told you, | read John 6.37 and got assurance. | was 19 years old then.
That's 63 years ago.

My life has been an extremely happy life. | didn't have all the, in my younger days and as | grew up and
served the Lord, we didn't have all the things that other people have. But | had a very happy life with the
Lord.

It's the same today. I'm an extremely happy person. I'm not a grumpy old man.

I'll never be grumpy or unhappy about anything because God is, Jesus is always with me. How can you be
unhappy when Jesus is with you? So develop the habit of knowing Jesus is with you. God bless you all.

| said a lot today. That's because we thank God for tapes and recordings which can enable you to listen to
all this again and again and again. | said only one or two things.

We are so blessed in our day to be able to listen to a message again and again. You know, when the
Apostle Paul went around preaching a message, you could not hear that again. If you missed it the first
time, there was no recording of it.

Thank God that we have recordings. You can listen to a message again and again and again and get the
blessing. Make use of it.

| have listened to so many messages repeatedly, particularly something that blessed me. God bless you
all. Let's bow our heads in prayer.

| want all of you to please bow your heads. Please bow your heads, all children, young people. Close your
eyes.

We're going to talk to Jesus, to our Heavenly Father. Heavenly Father, we pray for all these young people
and children here. | pray they will remember particularly the things that apply to them and help them to
listen to this message again, to be reminded again.

And | pray that all these young people here will start in this week a new, something new in their life that will
change the whole course of their future, that they'll become men of God, women of God in the days to
come. We pray, Father, in the name of our Savior, Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. Thank you very much for
listening patiently to me.

God bless you all.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/4wrr0-_gaDc.mp4
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