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God Requires Honesty and Compassion - Part
1

by Zac Poonen

God requires honesty and compassion from His people, and these qualities are essential for a successful

Christian life.

Duration: 9:16

Scripture: Proverbs 11:17, Micah 6:8, Matthew 5:7, Matthew 7:12, Luke 6:36, Romans 2:1, Philippians 2:3, James 2:13, 1
John 1:9

Topics: "Social Justice", "Christian Ethics"

Description

This sermon focuses on the message from Micah 6, emphasizing the importance of treating others fairly,
showing mercy, and walking humbly with God. It highlights the need to do justice by treating others as we
want to be treated, love kindness by forgiving others, and walk humbly by acknowledging our mistakes
without blaming others. The speaker urges honesty in acknowledging faults and emphasizes the
significance of kindness towards others, reflecting Jesus' example of compassion even in the face of
mistreatment.

Transcript

I was thinking this evening about this verse, Micah in chapter 6. The Old Testament prophets, they
frequently spoke to God's people and told them what was wrong with them. And if you read through all the
Old Testament prophets, though some of it is heavy, there is a basic message that comes through. And
that's what I want to share with you.

That even though God had commanded them to offer sacrifices and regular visits to Jerusalem and
meetings etc., very many times through the prophets he says, I'm sick and tired of all your meetings. So
he says here in Micah chapter 6, verse 6, how shall I come before the Lord for God? Shall I come with a
lot of burnt offerings, a lot of cobs to be sacrificed? You think God is delighted in thousands of rams and
ten thousand rivers of oil? You think he wants my firstborn son? He has told you, oh man, what is good.
Verse 8, what does the Lord require of you? And I believe this is true even in the new covenant.

To do justice means to treat other people fairly. That's the meaning of doing justice. See one of the
complaints that God had against his people was that they, the judges, would take bribes and not treat
people fairly.
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So here he says one of the first things he requires from us that we all treat other people fairly. And Jesus
made that clear by saying, expanded it and clarified it and said, that means treat other people the way you
want them to treat you. That's the meaning of do justice.

Love kindness also, or mercy, also relates to the way we treat other people. And that is, if they do
something wrong, be quick to forgive them. Because we need forgiveness ourselves.

And so those, there are three things mentioned here, but the first two have got to deal with the way we
treat other people. Be fair to them. You want other people to be fair to you.

I don't, none of us want anybody to cheat us. We shouldn't cheat anybody else. How delighted we are if,
you know, one day you go to the office and you hear that they've just given you an increment, or you got a
raise in salary.

I mean, doesn't that delight you? A lot of us are getting such huge salaries now, which is quite
unexpected. Have you ever thought of blessing people who work for you like that? I mean, if you have
somebody working in your home, have you ever thought of blessing them the way you got blessed in your
office with a high salary? Treat other people the way you want to be treated. I find very few Christians do
that.

We can go to a lot of meetings and pray and all that, but if you don't, if you're not fair to other people, if
you're not kind and merciful to others, we find that God's very far away from us. We can be religious. And
the other thing he mentioned here is to walk humbly with your God.

To walk humbly with your God means to be honest in acknowledging where you have failed. It's a very
difficult thing for many believers because we've all got the poison of Adam, who when the Lord asked him
a question, did you eat? He sort of beat around the bush and blamed somebody else. And in my
observation of Christians in many places, even in our churches, I have found these are the two areas
where there's a lot of failure.

There's an unwillingness to acknowledge, I was wrong. It's the old Adamic nature. Adam finds it very
difficult to say I was wrong.

Lord, forgive me. That was my mistake, 100%. Can you think, all of you sitting here, when was the last
time that you ever went to somebody and said, that was 100% my mistake.

I'm sorry. You may have said it to your wife because you want peace at home. That doesn't count because
your motive is not right.

Your motive is, it doesn't mean you're honest. You want peace at home so for the sake of peace you say
something. I'm not talking about that.

I'm talking about where there was no such issue. And if you're really honest before God, you may have to
think and think, when was it? Was it 1995? It's amazing. It's only God who doesn't make mistakes.

I'm saying this for your own good. There are two things I want to share this evening. One is, and I'm saying
this from the study of Old Testament scriptures and the New Testament.

If you want it to go well with you in the Christian life, dear brother or sister, be honest in acknowledging
your mistakes. Don't blame anybody else. Number two, be kind to others.
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It doesn't matter if somebody did something that hurt us. Okay, fine. Just forget it.

The only place where Jesus was very strict was when it concerned the house of God. Otherwise, it
concerned himself. It didn't matter.

He was always kind to people who called him the devil or treated him badly. In Isaiah chapter 1, the Lord
says, Isaiah chapter 1, I want to read this from the Message Bible, verse 12 onwards.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/lqvDzkzJ_yw.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/god-requires-honesty-and-compassion-part-1/
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