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God Requires Honesty and Compassion - Part
5

by Zac Poonen

To experience physical healing and a right relationship with God and others, we must acknowledge our iniquity

and treat others kindly.

Duration: 9:07

Scripture: James 5:15

Topics: "Confessing Sins", "Spiritual Healing"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of acknowledging our iniquity and confessing our sins to one
another for physical and spiritual healing. It highlights the need for humility before God and others,
addressing wrong attitudes and jealousy towards fellow believers. The speaker urges listeners to examine
their hearts, seek God's help in rooting out sin like jealousy and pride, and strive for genuine joy in others'
blessings.

Transcript

Only acknowledge your iniquity. I also believe this is the reason why many people are not healed
physically. Let me read you a verse in James chapter 5. James 5 verse 15 and 16 says, The prayer
offered in faith, it's talking about people who are sick, will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will
raise him up.

And if he has committed sins, they'll be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and then
pray so that you'll be healed. So one reason why we're not healed, it's because we didn't make a
confession to somebody.

I'm not talking about confessing some sin you did 20 years ago as a young man. That didn't affect this
other person here. I'm talking about confessing to that person the way you hurt that person.

Not some sin you did somewhere else that hurt somebody else. No. Then you have to confess to God and
to that other person.

I'm talking about, see, sin must be confessed in the circle in which it is committed. God is in every circle.
Because every sin I commit is against God, I have to confess it to God.
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But there may be another person in that circle. This person whom I hurt, this person whom I wronged. I
have to go and confess to that person.

I'm sorry. Confess your sins to one another so that you may be healed. I want to be healed.

I want to be healthy all the time. I have only one life. And if I live up to 90, I want to be healthy to serve the
Lord.

I don't want to be sick, I'll tell you honestly. I don't want to be sick a single day of my life. I don't want to
have any sickness in my body.

I mean, you may accept some sickness in your body. I don't. And I'll do everything possible to get rid of it.

I'll use medicine, I'll take treatment, and I will confess my sins. And I will treat other people fairly. And I'll be
kind to them.

Because I want to be healthy. Do you want to be healthy? Confess your sins. Don't pretend that you never
did anything wrong.

Don't put the blame on others like Adam did. Get rid of that Adamic habit which is the great reluctance to
say, I was wrong. I was totally wrong.

I'm sorry. That was my mistake. And I bungled up there.

And instead of that, we think of so many justifications and this and that and the other thing and this and
that and the other. God says, okay, go your way. You know how much we have missed in the past? I
learned this some years ago and I said, well, I'm just going to acknowledge whatever I see.

I'm not saying that we have to be artificial about it. But if you haven't done it, if you haven't ever
acknowledged your mistake in the last few weeks, I would say you're pretty seriously sick. Because you
were not God for the past few weeks.

So that's the first thing. And the second thing that I said was Jesus said, the Old Testament prophets and
Jesus also spoke about being, treating other people right. One is acknowledging our iniquity and humility
before God and before one another.

And the other is treating other people fairly. Having a good attitude towards them. You know, Jesus spoke
a lot of parables about that.

And it's not so much in what you say. It's a hard attitude towards somebody. Well, I'll tell you honestly.

I believe with all my heart that many of you sitting here, your hard attitude to some people in this church is
not right. And I have seen that in all of our churches. I've seen that in elder brothers.

Sometimes their attitude to one another is not right. There's jealousy, a hoping that something, I mean, an
unhappiness when something good happens to someone. Can you imagine? To me, that is one of the
clearest marks of a wrong attitude.

When you hear something wonderful happen to someone else, if you cannot rejoice wholeheartedly, that
is a warning sign, like a sickness. First symptom of cancer. Take it seriously.
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Don't let it spread. Because cancer gets worse and worse and worse and worse and worse. You ask
yourself, when you hear that something really good happened to someone else, let's forget the world, in
this church, do you rejoice wholeheartedly? I'm not going to ask you to raise your hands.

Go before God and see and answer to Him. And if you have a symptom of cancer, go back to point
number one. Acknowledge your iniquity.

Lord, it's true. I could not rejoice wholeheartedly when I heard this very good news about something. It
shows something seriously wrong with my heart.

After all these years of hearing about victory over sin, after all these years of talking, testifying and
studying through the Old Testament and studying through the New Testament, look at the condition of my
heart. What's the use going through the Old Testament and New Testament if my heart condition is still
like this? Lord, please help me. My attitude to others is not right.

No wonder the heavens are like brass over me. No wonder the rivers are not flooding my heart. No
wonder my life is not fresh with the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

No wonder the joy of the Lord is not flooding my heart. No wonder, because there's this wretched cancer
that I can get rid of in a moment, but I don't. I don't even acknowledge it.

You can't get rid of it before you acknowledge it. So I want you to do some homework when you go home
today. Really search your heart and ask God to show you that there's an atom of jealousy in your heart
against any other person in the church because that person has something which you don't have or
something good happened to that person which didn't happen to you.

See the two great dangers. One is this jealousy and the other is the person to whom something good has
happened. He's also in danger.

He's in danger of being proud. Hey, it's wonderful what happened to me. I'm sort of better off than these
other fellows.

There's danger on both sides. This guy's jealous of that person and that person's proud that something
good's happened to him which is better than others. I tell you, sin is a terrible thing.

If you live close to the Lord, you'll get light on it immediately. First symptom of cancer, you get rid of it. But
if you don't live close to the Lord, these things, you know the Bible speaks about a root of bitterness
growing up.

Why don't people pull it out? I mean, if you found a poisonous weed growing in your garden, would you
pull it out or say, well, let's see how it grows. You'll kill somebody. I can't understand how anybody keeps
the root of bitterness in their heart, which is destroying them, sapping their spiritual energy.

See, many of us, I really believe that God could have anointed us and used us much more mightily than
you are being used right now and being blessed right now and you walk with the Lord. If you would only
take heed to these one or two simple things that I'm speaking today. I made it very simple today because
it's only two points.

One, be quick to acknowledge your mistakes. To God and to man, humble yourself. And number two, treat
other people kindly.
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Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/Lb_9HLsmXGw.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/god-requires-honesty-and-compassion-part-5/
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