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God Requires Honesty and Compassion - Part
6

by Zac Poonen

The sermon emphasizes the importance of awareness of our own need, treating others the way we want to be

treated, and having a right attitude towards others, as seen in the stories of the prodigal son, the Good

Samaritan, and the laborers.

Duration: 8:32

Scripture: Matthew 5:3, Matthew 7:12, Matthew 20:1-16, Luke 10:25-37, Luke 15:11-32

Topics: "Gods Justice", "Christian Compassion"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of recognizing our own need for God's blessings, as seen in
Matthew 5:3, and the significance of treating others with love and fairness, as summarized in Matthew
7:12. It highlights the core message of the Bible to treat others as we want to be treated, reflecting God's
heart for justice and mercy. The sermon delves into various parables shared by Jesus, such as the
prodigal son and the Good Samaritan, to illustrate the attitude of compassion and care we should have
towards one another, regardless of differences or status.

Transcript

People, kindly and fairly, do to others. Know that verse, Matthew chapter 7, the Sermon on the Mount. You
know, it's very interesting where Jesus said it.

He didn't say that at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. In the beginning of the Sermon on the
Mount, he said, blessed are the poor in spirit. Those who have a sense of their own need.

I want to tell you in Jesus' name, every blessing in heaven. I'm paraphrasing Matthew 5, 3. Every blessing
in heaven belongs to the person who's aware of his own need. That's the meaning of blessed are the
poor.

The kingdom of heaven belongs to them. Every blessing in heaven belongs to the man who is aware of his
own need all the time. I've seen that clearly and I try to live there.

Lord, I want to see my need. There's not a day that doesn't go by in my life when I don't have that cry in
my heart, even if I don't say it in so many words. But I want to possess as much of the kingdom of heaven
as possible before I leave this earth.
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I'm not interested in possessing as much of this earth as possible. I mean, I leave that to all the
businessmen and politicians. They can try to possess as much of this earth as they want.

I'm not interested. God gives me a little corner. I'm happy with it.

But I want to possess as much of the kingdom of heaven as possible. Sure. I have only one life to possess
it.

And that's very easy. It's very easy because it's very easy to have a sense of our own need. Only a proud
person won't have a sense of his own need.

But then at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, after preaching all these wonderful things in Matthew 5,
6, and 7, he sums it up. He says, okay, forget about everything I said. Here it is in a nutshell.

Matthew 7 verse 12. Treat other people the way you want them to treat you because this is the message
of the whole Bible. You know the word the law and the prophets is another expression for the Bible.

The only Bible they had in those days was the law and the prophets. Old Testament. The law and the
prophets.

So Jesus, that's today we would call it the Bible. Treat other people the way you want them to treat you
because this is the message of the Bible. This is Jesus' words.

The message Bible puts it like this. Ask yourself what you want people to do for you and grab the initiative
and do it for them. Treat your wife the way you want her to treat you.

Treat your husband the way you want him to treat you. Do any of us like to be yelled at? Don't yell at
anybody. The only time we are permitted to yell is where it concerns the glory and the purity of God's
house.

That's got nothing to do with you. Zero to do with you. But the standards of God's house, purity of God's
house, there I would yell.

I wouldn't take a physical whip but I would use my tongue as a whip. When people are making money in
the name of religion, when people are careless with money. In religion, Christian world is full of people.

All of Christendom I've seen. I've been in Christendom 40 years. I've seen Christian missions.

Everywhere people are careless with God's money. Very careful with their own money but careless with
God's money. It's like the money changers in the temple.

Not much different from that. We got to be fair and treat other people the way we want them to treat us.
We do justice and love mercy.

You remember the story with Jesus. I'll tell you a couple of stories, I mean a few stories with Jesus said.
He told a parable about the man who had two sons.

The story of the prodigal son. I always call that the prodigal, this parable of the elder son. The prodigal son
was okay.
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He came back and got into the house. The problem was with the elder son. And why did he stay outside?
Do you know how the story ends? The story ends with the prodigal son inside the house and the elder son
outside the house.

That is the point of that story. A lot of people just read it as a story of the prodigal son and they miss what
Jesus was trying to emphasize. That if you don't have a right attitude to a younger brother who has fallen
away, you'll be outside God's house.

That was his problem. He didn't have a right attitude towards his younger brother who had fallen away. He
couldn't care less.

He never went to his father and said, well dad, do you think I should go and look for my brother? And even
when his brother comes back, he's not happy. Wrong attitude to a brother. That's why he was outside the
house.

So, the story of the Good Samaritan. What was Jesus emphasizing? Two religious people walk by and
see a brother. Remember, that is your brother.

It's not a stranger. It's a brother from your church. I mean, it's not like we see a lot of people lying in the
street here and there.

I don't compare that to the story of the Good Samaritan because among the Jewish people, they were all
brothers. It's like, you know, all of us here, we are brothers in Christ. They were brothers in Abraham.

Every one of them. And that chap who was there was one of his brothers, the rich man and Lazarus. It
was his brother, Lazarus, who was outside the gate.

And this person falling by the wayside was a brother of the Levite, a brother of the priest. He looks at him,
he knows he's a Jewish brother. It's like seeing a Christian brother, the one who's your brother in Christ,
lying on the road.

That's the thing. If you want to understand that story for yourself, it's like seeing a brother in Christ in need
and you do nothing about it. You just turn to the other side because you've got to go and pray.

And then it says the Samaritan came along. The Samaritan is the people who's in the wrong
denomination. You know, something like the Roman Catholics or some other denomination which we
despise.

So somebody from that denomination comes. That's the point of the parable. All the holy people went and
left him alone and then this man from the other dead denomination comes and picks him up and cares for
him.

And Jesus said, that's the person who did what God wanted him to do. Not all these religious people. So
there were a number of parables that Jesus spoke like that, where he spoke about an attitude to others.

You remember the story of the laborers. What is the point in the story of the laborers? The attitude of the
people who came first, the senior brothers in the church who worked for 12 hours towards the junior
brothers in the church who just come three months ago. How can you make them equal to us? We are
senior.
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That was the problem. The attitude towards someone who is you feel is junior to you. I know at least three
people who left our church because they were not made elders.

At least three, maybe more. I don't know. You see, it's this idea that I'm senior.

How in the world can I not be a senior?

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/_X65CfUHsOE.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/god-requires-honesty-and-compassion-part-6/
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