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God's First Messages to Man - (1) Forty
Messages From Genesis Chapters 1to 11

by Zac Poonen

Zac Poonen's sermon explores God's fir st messages to humanity through Genesis chapters 1 to 11, emphasizing
the importance of honesty, the Holy Spirit, and daily engagement with God's word for spiritual transformation.

Duration: 56:07

Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2, Genesis 1:26, Genesis 1:28-29, Genesis 1:31, John 15:5, Romans 6:14, 2 Corinthians 2:14, 2
Corinthians 4:16, Philippians 4:19

Topics: "Spiritual Growth", "Sanctification"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of studying the Scriptures in a transformative way, focusing on
key lessons from Genesis chapter 1. It highlights the need to be honest about our spiritual condition,
submit to the Holy Spirit's work, listen to God's word daily, separate from darkness, understand
sanctification as a daily process, allow God to reproduce His image in us, be rulers over our passions,
trust in God's provision, rely on His blessing for fruitfulness, and believe that God can make something
beautiful out of our lives.

Transcript

There are two ways to study the scriptures. One is by topics, different subjects, and the other is
continuously chapter by chapter. Now in the New Testament, you'll find that Jesus spoke on topics, and
the apostles and the epistles spoke on topics.

Well, | think part of the reason for that was that people didn't have a Bible like we have today. And there
was only one Old Testament in the synagogue, which they would hear on Saturdays. So obviously, you
couldn't take a verse by verse study when people didn't have a Bible at home or in their hands in the
meeting.

But now that we have the scriptures in many translations as well, it's good for us to study the scriptures in
both ways, topics, which are very important, and also sometimes chapter by chapter. Now most of the
time, you know that | speak on topics, but | thought | would take a study since I'm here these four Sundays
commencing today on God's first messages to man. And that is based on Genesis chapters 1 to 11.
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In chapter 12, we read about God's call of Abraham. And there you begin begins the nation of Israel and
God's purpose with Israel and later on with the church in the New Testament. But in the first 11 chapters of
Genesis, we have a brief history of life in the early days of man right up to the time of Abraham from Adam
to Abraham.

And there are those are the first chapters of the Bible. Even though the first book of the Bible written was
Job, because Moses wrote Genesis, and Job lived a long time before Moses. Job probably lived sometime
between the early part of Genesis 11 and the end of Genesis 11, somewhere then.

So he wrote his book before Genesis. But yet, Genesis is the book that tells us about the early days of
mankind. And when you think of Moses writing it, and the amazing lessons that we can learn in those first
11 chapters, we're really convinced that this is the word of God.

Because Moses could not possibly have thought of the things which the Holy Spirit has hidden in these
chapters with spiritual lessons that come all the way down to us today, 3,500 years after Moses time.
That's one of the great proofs of the inspiration of Scripture, that in this ordinary description of events that
happened in those early days, there are spiritual lessons for us. So since our minds are more systematic
nowadays, | want to give you 40 lessons that we can learn from these 11 chapters.

We look at 10 of them today from Genesis chapter 1. So we'll only look at Genesis 1 today. Genesis
chapter 1 is a description of the earth as it was first created. In one single verse, it says, in the beginning,
God created the heaven and the earth.

It did not take six days for God to create the heaven and the earth in a moment. He created it in a moment.
It's very clear.

In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. But something happened because it says the
earth was, or could be translated, became formless, empty, and dark. Now the Bible says in James 1, 17,
only every good and perfect thing comes from the Father.

God never creates anything empty, dark, shapeless, never. That's the work of the devil. Whatever you
see, emptiness, darkness, shapelessness, that's the devil.

With God, everything is full, full of light, and with a fullness and shape. So it's very obvious that verse 2
was not the way God created the earth. It's an insult to God to say that he created the earth first dark and
empty and shapeless.

And then there was an evolution. Slowly, there was an evolution in six days when the earth became
perfect. | don't believe in evolution, any type of evolution.

Not even this type of evolution that some people believe in. God never, never creates anything empty,
dark, or shapeless. When he does a work in me, it's perfect.

Or in anywhere. So that perfection is in verse 1. In a moment, he created the heaven and the earth. And
that's why the word created is never used anywhere in scripture for the earth, except here.

And then what did God do in the six days? He remade that earth that the devil had corrupted initially in
verse 2. And that's why wherever it speaks about six days throughout the Bible, and you can look that up
in a concordance, it never says God created the earth in six days like a lot of people who haven't read the
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Bible carefully say. It says God made the earth in six days. Two completely different words.
Created is from nothing. Made is from something that already exists. So God created man and made man.

Both are true. He created the soul, but he made the man's body from existing dust. But the earth
described here is being made, remade.

And that's why the word created occurs in the first verse. And then later on, it says God made, verse 7,
God made. It's a different word altogether.

And later on, when it speaks about six days, it always says God made the earth in six days throughout
scripture. Just as for a clarification. Now, how did the earth become shapeless and empty and void?
Because in between verse 1 and 2 is where the angels were created.

It's not mentioned here because this book was not written for angels. It's written for man. And so the
angel's history does not come first.

That'll come later on. In Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28, you read of the head of the angels, lifting up his head
and wanting to be like God and being cast down and becoming the devil and demons. There's a vague
reference in Revelation to one third of the stars of heaven that fell with Satan, which could possibly mean
that one third of the angels fell away at that time and became the demons that roam around today.

But anyway, that was the time. And whenever sin comes, it affects the earth. You know that when Adam
sinned, it affected the earth.

The earth was cursed and the lions became wild and the snakes became poisonous. In the same way,
when sin first came, sin didn't first come with Adam. It came with the head of the angels.

We don't know his name. Everybody calls him Lucifer. But the Bible doesn't give us his name.

He's just called Lucifer is a Latin word for morning star or something. It doesn't really, it's not really his
name. His name is not mentioned anywhere in scripture.

We know him now as Satan. And when he became Satan, sin came and covered the sort of a curse
affected the earth as well. And the earth became shapeless, empty, and dark.

And then we read the spirit of God started moving and God remade this corrupted, spoiled earth. And by
the end of the sixth day, God himself could certify it was very good as we read in Genesis 1, 31. So this is
the first chapter of the Bible.

And the first chapter is in a sense, in a nutshell, the message of the whole Bible, which is God created
man perfect, but the devil came and corrupted man and made him dark, took away the light of God from
him, made him shapeless. That means he lost the image of God and made him empty. The fullness of
God, which he could have had was gone.

And today man is empty without the image of God and dark, exactly like verse two. But then God doesn't
leave man alone. That's the message of the Bible.

Immediately the Holy Spirit begins to work. And he's been working on earth for so many years, thousands
of years. And the whole purpose of the Holy Spirit working is to remake this spoiled man and woman,
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spoiled human race into something so beautiful that at the end, God can look at us and say, very good.

That's the message of the whole Bible. And it's all in chapter one. Now, the interesting thing is he doesn't
do it all of a sudden.

So what are the messages we can learn? That's an introduction. What are the lessons we can learn from
Genesis 1? First of all, let me say this, number one lesson. If you want God to work in you and to remake
you into the image of Christ, so that one day God can look at your life and say, very good.

The first thing you need to do is be honest about your condition. That means, verse two, say, Lord, | don't
have the image of Christ in me. I'm empty and I'm dark.

It's very difficult for man to be honest about his true spiritual condition. We are very quick at seeing the
spiritual state of other people. In fact, our eyes are very sharp to see the condition of other people, but
they're very slow in seeing what we ourselves are like.

And | believe this is the reason why many people never progress in their Christian life. They remain empty,
dark, without the image of Christ, even 25 years after being a believer. That's a tragic reason.

They will not acknowledge their condition. The devil, and why don't we acknowledge our condition?
Because of pride. It was only pride that prevented the Pharisees from acknowledging their spiritual
condition.

They pretended they were healthy. And so Jesus sarcastically said to them, you guys don't need me. Only
the sick people need a doctor.

So I'll go to these poor sinners. You guys are all healthy. And that's why they were lost.

| think of the cross of Calvary where Jesus was hanging and the Pharisees were there watching and they
all went to hell. And there was another guy hanging on the cross next to Jesus who was million times
worse than those Pharisees. His life was so sinful, but he went to heaven.

How is that? There was only one difference between the Pharisees and him. He was honest about his
condition. He said, Lord, | deserve this.

| don't deserve a few years in jail. I'm such a wicked man that | deserve to be crucified. It's like a man
going to be hanged today who says, | deserve this.

I mean, life in prison is not good enough for me. Hanging, that's the only thing | deserve. Boy, you feel
sorry for a man like that who's so honest about his condition.

| deserve it. I've been a wicked man. And Jesus said, really? Well, come along with me to paradise today.

Because paradise is made for honest people. And that other thief who was just as bad as this one, what a
lesson. Went to hell.

The gospel message is there at the cross. One went to hell, one went to heaven, even though both were
equally wicked. But there was one big difference that made the difference between heaven and hell.

One was honest about his condition. Have you learned that lesson? | say, before you sit at the foot of
Jesus' cross, first go and sit at the foot of the thief's cross. And learn from him before you come to Jesus'
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Cross.

Sit at the foot of the thief on the cross and say, | want to learn something from you. My dear brother, he is
my brother. He's in heaven today.

| want to learn to be honest and not blame other people. | want to say, it is my fault. He didn't blame his
parents for bringing him up badly.

He took the blame. That's the first lesson we need to learn from Genesis 1. To acknowledge that you are
shapeless, lost the image of Christ. You don't, you're not reflecting Christ.

Stop blaming your wife. Stop blaming your husband. You keep doing that, you will never, God will never
be able to remake you.

Number one lesson, take the blame yourself. Then secondly, number two lesson. Again in verse two, open
yourself to the dealings of the Holy Spirit.

Not just go to church. Not just listen to messages and CDs and DVDs. Good.

Not even just read the Bible. Good. Open yourself to the Holy Spirit right from the very first page of
Scripture.

We see the Holy Spirit. You come to the end of Scripture in Revelation 22. What is almost the last verse in
Scripture? The Spirit and the bride say, come, Revelation 20 to 17.

It's the Holy Spirit from beginning till end of Scripture. And | want to say this, just like Jesus walked around
in Nazareth for 30 years and they did not know this is the second person of the Trinity moving around
here. They just thought he's an ordinary man.

And even in the last three and a half years of his ministry, most people thought he's just an ordinary man.
In exactly the same way, the third person of the Trinity is moving around on the earth today and most
Christians do not recognize him. | want to say to all of you, honor the Holy Spirit.

Recognize that he's on earth today in exactly the same way as Jesus was on earth. | mean, if Jesus were
physically on earth today in Israel, wouldn't we all take a trip there to see him? | would. | never want to
leave Israel.

| want to live there the rest of my life. If Jesus is only in Israel, | better go there. The reason | don't want to
go to Israel is because he's not there.

| don't want to see all these churches and other things over there which have been built by Roman
Catholics and others. | don't want to go and see that. Jesus is not there, so I'm not interested in going to
Israel.

But if he were there, I'd go. I'd be there all the time. I'd long to be with him.

But do you know the Holy Spirit is here on earth today? And you don't have to go anywhere to find him.
He's there. You can be filled with him where you are.

That's why Jesus told his disciples, it's good for you that | go away. Otherwise, I'll only be here. I'll send
the Holy Spirit, and he will come inside you.
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And he can come inside all my children. Recognize the importance of the Holy Spirit's ministry in your life.
You can never, never, never be like Jesus without being open to the Holy Spirit.

You can never fulfill the ministry God has for you in the body of Christ unless you're baptized in the Holy
Spirit. You can try every other method. You can study, study as much as you like.

You'll be clever, but you won't fulfill your function. | know the difference that took place in my life when | got
filled with the Holy Spirit. It was completely different.

And don't turn away from that just because the devil has produced a thousand counterfeits of the Holy
Spirit's ministry in Christendom today. The counterfeits prove that the genuine is true, is valuable. Nobody
counterfeits brown paper and toilet paper.

They counterfeit diamonds and gold. Only precious things are counterfeited. If the Holy Spirit and his gifts
are counterfeited, you can be pretty sure the real thing is precious.

Seek for the real thing. Get past all the thousands of counterfeits. And if you want to seek the real thing,
come to Scripture.

Look at Jesus. So the Holy Spirit moved, and | like that. It's something more than that for me.

In there, he only moved over the earth, but now he moves inside me. Recognize the moving of the Holy
Spirit when he speaks to you in your conscience and moving. Say, Spirit of God, move in me all the time.

What for? The Holy Spirit wasn't moving on the earth just for fun or just to give the earth some excitement.
I'm not interested in the Holy Spirit moving in me to give me some excitement or some electric shock like
some people talk about. No, | want the Holy Spirit is moving on the earth to remake it so that it'll be very
good at the end.

And the Holy Spirit's moving in me to make me like Jesus. Do you want him to make you like Jesus? Be
open to the moving of the Holy Spirit over all of you, not some little corner of you. If only some little corner
of the earth the Holy Spirit moved on, that part would have been made good and the rest of it would have
been dark, empty, and shapeless.

So if you allow the Holy Spirit to operate only in certain areas of your life, you don't allow the Holy Spirit to
tell you how to spend your money. You don't allow the Holy Spirit to tell you whether you should watch that
television program or not, whether you should watch that movie or not. You don't allow the Holy Spirit to
certain areas of your life.

You tell the Holy Spirit, as it were, please mind your own business. This is my business. Well, that area will
remain dark.

Every area, listen to this, every area of your life that you don't open to the Holy Spirit will remain controlled
by the devil, shapeless, dark, and empty. Your home, if you don't allow the Holy Spirit to determine
everything in your home, what all books come into your home, what all music your children play in your
home, you say, what to do, brother? My children play. Are you the head of your house or not? | tell
brothers, if you're not the head of your house, you must veil your head when you come to the church and
cover your head and say, I'm not the head of my house.
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Don't tell a lie with an unveiled head. A man is saying, I'm the head of my house. Are you? Well, then you
decide.

I remember when my children at home, | said, | decide what type of music is played in this house. When
you set up your own home, you can do what you like. But in my house, | decide what type of music, what
type of calendars hang on the wall, what type of books come in, what type of magazines come in.

There is only one head in this house. Have you allowed the Holy Spirit to move in every area of your
house, of your life? Then you can be sure that he will change every part. The only part, if you find areas in
your life that have not been, that are not being changed after many years, see, that's a part of the earth.

The earth did not allow the Holy Spirit to move. And he won't force his way. He's not like demons who
come and possess people completely.

The Holy Spirit moves gently like a dove. Whatever you allow, he will accept. If you don't accept, God
loves a cheerful giver.

If you don't give yourself cheerfully to him, he'll just leave you alone and it'll be your loss. Okay, the third
lesson, listen to God's word daily. Numerous times in this chapter, it says, then God said, then God said,
then God said.

Every day, God said, God said, God said. There's no chapter in the Bible like this. Every day, it's first day,
God said, second day, God said, third day, God said, fourth day.

Every day, God said something, teaching us that if you want transformation, you must listen to God
speaking to you every day. Otherwise, there won't be any transformation. If you have time to eat your
food, but no time to read the Bible, don't expect to be transformed.

You may be healthy, time to do exercise to keep yourself fit, time to do jogging, but no time to read the
Bible, you'll be physically fit, but spiritually ugly, dark, empty. Even Jesus, when he was on earth, it says
about him in Isaiah chapter 50, verse 4, this is a prophetic passage referring to Christ. And it says here
that the Lord God has given me the tongue of his mouth.

Verse 4, Isaiah 50, verse 4, in the last part of that verse, it says, he wakens me up. The Lord God wakens
me up morning by morning. He wakens my ear to listen.

Now, that doesn't mean Jesus had a quiet time. He didn't have a Bible. You know, a lot of people sit at
their Bible.

Good, very good habit. But beyond reading the Bible, you must allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you. Not
just when it says he woke my ear in the morning, it means as soon as Jesus got up, his ear was ready.

Father, what are you saying? Right through the day, not just for half an hour in the morning, right through
to the end of the day, his ear was open. Like these police people who have their walkie-talkie radios on all
the time. So that what is headquarters saying? Go here, get into your motorbike and go here.

They go, but they're, | mean, a lot of the times, there may not be a message for them, but they have to
keep it on all the time. So he, Jesus ear was alert all the time. And that's what it means to listen to God's
word every day.
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We cannot be transformed if we do not open ourselves to the word of God. If you neglect God's word, then
you can rest, remain with a dark, shapeless, empty life. This book, if you really believe this is the only book
God ever wrote, the Bible, act like you believe it, read it more than any other book.

If you're more interested in other books than the one book God wrote, that shows you're more interested in
what the newspapers say than what God says. | think a lot of Christians are more interested in what the
newspapers say. And all the wonderful places they can, you know, browse on the internet, that's far more
interesting than your word, Lord.

God says, okay, let the internet transform you. It'll transform you into the corrupt, worldly person that the
internet produces people, unless you go to hear God's word there. God's word is the only thing that will
transform us and honor him by submitting to it.

Every day there is a power in God's word to transform us. There's a lovely verse in Isaiah 55, which | want
you to remember what happens when God's word comes in, it says, verse 11, my word, which goes forth
from my mouth will never return empty without accomplishing what | desire. God's word, if | receive it, it
will never return empty.

It will accomplish what God desires. That's why Jesus said the first spoken words of Jesus after he was
baptized in the river Jordan, the first spoken words recorded in scripture, man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. That's how we are to live.

If | believe that and submit to it, | can be transformed. That's another message there in the first chapter.
Number four, Genesis one, verse four, God saw that the light was good and God separated the light from
the darkness.

So that's the fourth message, allow God to separate the darkness from your life so that it is all light, light
and darkness. God never wants it to mingle together. When God creates light, his purpose is separated
from the darkness.

Be separate from everything that is darkness, everything that is in the world that is darkness, everything
that is in your house, which is darkness, get rid of it. Everything in your marriage relationship that is
darkness, get rid of it. Get rid of internet pornography.

That's darkness. God wants to separate light from darkness. Don't have a little bit of darkness there in
your life, in the midst of your life.

And it's very easy for somebody to have light and for that light to become darkness. Jesus warned us
about that in Luke chapter 11. Turn to Luke chapter 11.

He said, Luke chapter 11 and verse 35, watch out. Whenever Jesus says watch out, you better watch out.
Watch out that the light which is now in you does not become darkness.

Can light become darkness? Yeabh, if you push it out. You switch on the light in a room, you turn it off, it
becomes darkness. The light can become darkness because you turn it off.

You say to the light, | don't want you anymore. When you turn off the light in a room, what are you saying
at night? | don't want you anymore. And whenever you hear the voice of the spirit trying to bring light into
some area and | say | don't want it, that'll remain dark.
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And gradually that darkness can envelop your whole being. And that's how people who are once saved
get lost. The light can become darkness.

Some Christians believe once you have light, it'll never go away. But Jesus said, watch out that the light
doesn't become darkness. So God wants to separate us from everything that is darkness.

In the New Testament, it says in 2nd Corinthians, see the explanation of this light and darkness in 2nd
Corinthians. Compare scripture with scripture. 2nd Corinthians chapter 4, verse 6. This is the beginning of
our Christian life.

God who once said light shall shine over the darkness or who said let there be light has shone in our
hearts to give light. What is this light? What does that Genesis 1, 3 light mean for us today? The
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. That's the light.

God says, let there be light in this man's heart. The knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ comes into me. And once that has come into me, what is the next thing? Chapter 6 and verse 14,
the last part.

What fellowship has light with darkness? You see the progression? First, the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God comes in. Then what fellowship has light with darkness? Therefore, verse 17, come out from
their midst and be separate and do not touch what is unclean. So this is why we believe in separation.

Some people say, oh, all division is from the devil. The devil only brings division. No, | know he brings
division.

When he divides husband and wife, that's the devil. That you read in chapter 3. And when he divides
God's people, that's the devil. But when the first division mentioned in the Bible is not by the devil, it's by
God.

God divided the light from darkness. So don't think that all separation is from the devil. When a group of
overcomers decide to leave a dead church because Christ himself has left it, that's not the devil, that's
God pulling them out and saying, get out of that dead church and make a living testimony for you here, for
me here.

That's how many of us came out of dead churches. That wasn't the devil, that was God. And on the
principle of Genesis 1, 4, separate from all that is darkness.

Number five, sanctification is a daily process. God could have remade the earth in a second like he did
created it, but he didn't do it. To teach us a lesson in the first chapter, one day, the next day, the next day,
slowly, slowly.

Don't expect to be transformed into the likeness of Christ in a moment. It takes time. But it must happen
every day.

Not just we get stirred up on Sunday and we get say, okay, | want to do something about it. Every single
day. See 2 Corinthians chapter 4, for everything we find an answer in the New Testament.

2 Corinthians chapter 4 and verse 16, our outer man, we don't lose heart because our outer man is
decaying. That means this physical body, whether you know it or not, is decaying every day. You don't see
it, but every doctor will tell you that there's a decay that takes place in this body every day.
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Sometimes only when it becomes pretty bad, you become aware of it that, hey, | can't lift that heavy
weight now and | can't walk so steady like | could or whatever it is. But the decay is taking place every day.
In the same way, the inner man must be renewed day by day.

It says in verse 16, every single day, there must be a renewal in the inner man. That's the fifth thing that
God wants to teach us from the first chapter of scripture. That God wants to bring a renewal into your life
every single day, day by day, by day, by day, by day.

When does it stop? When finally God looks and says, okay, it's perfect. Can God look at you and say
you're perfect? I'm not. I've been a Christian for 52 years, but I'm not perfect.

The closer | come to Christ, I'll tell you honestly, the closer | come to Jesus, | find the greater distance |
have to go because | discover all types of things in me which are unchrist-like, which | never even knew
was unchrist-like one year ago. | discover areas of selfishness, areas where | thought | was completely
free from the love of money, a little bit of love of money there. God says, get rid of it.

It's like an onion. You keep on peeling off the onion, onion, one layer after the other, and the onion gets
thinner and thinner and thinner. Praise God.

Less selfishness, more humility, less pride, less love of money. Less thinking of myself, less being
self-centered. You peel off the onion little by little.

That's sanctification. Don't expect it'll happen overnight. It's a daily process.

Number six, ultimately, Genesis 126, God wants to produce his image in you. Let us make man in our
image. The ultimate goal of God is to make you like him, like Jesus.

That's what we learn in the first chapter. Man was created to reflect the image of God, and now God says,
let me remake you. This corrupt, empty, dark, shapeless person that you are, | have got a passion to
make you like me.

Doesn't that grip you? | say, Lord, I'm excited. That you have said, not man, try and make yourself like me.
Boy, that would discourage me.

What does it say? God says, let us, the whole Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us make Zach in our
image. | said, boy, I'm excited. Put your name there.

You see God saying that? Let us make you in our image. I've heard that voice in Scripture. And | believe
that the Holy Spirit wants us passionate to make me like Christ in my speech, in my attitude to material
things, in my attitude to my enemies, in my attitude to Pharisees, in my attitude to money changers in the
temple, exactly like Jesus drove them out.

| want to drive them out too. | want to be like Jesus in every area, towards the lepers, towards the sick,
towards the poor, towards the weak, towards five times divorced women, like the woman of Samaria. |
want to be like Jesus.

Woman caught in adultery, sinners like the thief on the cross. | want to have the same attitude to criminals
like Jesus had, to prostitutes and thieves and wicked people, to self-righteous people, same attitude Jesus
had. How will you escape the damnation of hell? To be like Jesus with gentleness and goodness and
firmness and strictness without compromise to speak forth the word of God like Jesus preached, even if
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people killed him.

Okay. He was a witness to the truth until the end. | praise God that it's God's passionate desire to make
me like him.

His desire is, let us, that's the part that encourages me the most. He hasn't told me, you make yourself in
my image. I'd say, Lord, | give up.

I'd give up before even | start. Wonderful message. God says, this is my desire and says, | will do it.

You got to just allow me. Let us. Have you understood it? | believe that the problem with a lot of Christians
is they think | have to make myself like Jesus and they are struggling, struggling.

It's like the earth trying to make itself this corrupt, spoiled earth trying to, hey, I've got to improve. God's
not happy with me. I've got to improve.

What could the earth have done? It was entirely the work of God, but the earth submitted. There was one
difference between the earth and us. The earth did not have a free will to say, hey, | don't want that.

You may allow God to change you the first day, second day, and the third day. When the fourth day
something comes, you may say, hey, | don't want that one. First three days were okay.

And then you get stuck. You never progress. And that's exactly what's happened to many Christians.

Somewhere God speaks to them, they obey, obey. And then at some point they say, hey, the price is too
much. | don't want to go that far.

And they get stuck. Some in the first day, some in the second day, some on the third day. Who are the
people who are saying, Lord, | want you to change me every single day of my life.

| want to be like Jesus more than anything else. I've often been challenged by the businessmen here in
Bangalore. | see some of them in the shops and commercial street.

You know how late they sit, some of them seven days a week, only to make money. That's all. They've got
no other goal in life but to make money because that is their God.

And I'll tell you how the challenge comes to me. | say, Lord, there are two gods. Jesus said there are two
gods in the world, God and Christ and money.

If that fellow can serve his God so faithfully, how faithfully am | serving the one who | say is the true God,
Jesus Christ? Those fellows put most Christians to shame. They dream about money at night, how to
make more money tomorrow. What do you dream about at night? How can | be a little more like Jesus?
Dear brothers and sisters, that's what the Holy Spirit does.

Produces us in a passion to become like Jesus. And that is God's purpose. Number seven, Genesis 126.
God wants you to be a ruler, not a slave. He wants you to be a king. Let them rule.

Have you read that? Genesis 126, in the middle of that verse, let them rule. That's another thing | learned
from this chapter. God wants me to be a ruler and not a slave, not a ruler of the earth.
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Jesus didn't want to be a ruler on this earth. That's useless to be some type of mayor or MP or cabinet
minister or prime minister or president. No, | want to be a ruler over my passions, which have made me
the slave for so many years.

| want to be a ruler over my body. Like Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9, towards the end of that chapter, he
says, | want to make my body do what it should do, not what it wants to do. It's a beautiful paraphrase in
the living Bible.

And he says, | discipline my body, 1 Corinthians 9, 28, | think. | make my body do what it should do, not
what it wants to do. | make my eyes look where they should look, not where they want to look.

I make my tongue say what it should say, not what it wants to say to that other person. Remember that
next time you speak to your husband or wife or anybody who's upset with you, determine that your tongue
is going to speak what it should speak, not what it wants to speak. Be a king.

God wants you to be a king. And it says, let them rule. What a word.
I mean, Almighty God is saying, let them rule. I'll rule then. I'm not going to be a slave.

Almighty God has determined that | should be a king. That's what | learned from sin shall not have
dominion over you, Romans 6, 14. See Romans 6, 14.

If you're not familiar with it, it's a very well-known verse in our midst, Romans 6, 14. Sin shall not rule over
you because you're under grace. The other verse is 2 Corinthians 2, verse 14.

2 Corinthians 2, 14. Thanks be to God who always leads us in his triumph. Always, always, always in his
triumph.

Not sometimes, not most of the time. Paul's experience was, he's not quoting a verse there. He is giving
his testimony.

And dear brothers and sisters, if the Apostle Paul could give that testimony when he wrote 2 Corinthians
about maybe 20 years after his conversion. 20 years after his conversion, he writes, Thanks be to God
who always, 24 hours a day, leads me in his triumph. It doesn't come overnight.

It took him 20 years to say that. But if you don't work on it, you won't be saying it even after 40 years. How
many of you have been believers for 20 years? Can you say that? Thanks be to God who always, always,
always.

You want me to define always for you? 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This lovely expression we
have now, 24 seven. God leads us in his triumph 24 seven.

What a word. You say it's not possible. Okay, then according to your faith, be it unto you.

It will not be possible for you. Another person sitting there says, hey, the word says, if it is possible for
Paul, possible for me. According to your faith, be it unto you.

It'll be possible for you. But | think we need to hang our heads in shame that we are not more passionate
to let God's purpose be fulfilled in our life. God wants me to rule over my tongue, my eyes, my sexual
passions and desires.
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He doesn't want me to be a slave to them. You say, why has God made those desires strong? So that you
can be a greater ruler. When you, if you kill a Goliath, boy, that makes you a stronger person, a greater
victor than if you killed a little ant or something like that.

God hasn't made our temptations like ants, which you can crush with your foot. He's made them like
Goliaths. So when you kill them, you're a strong person.

You're not a strong person. Even a little baby can kill an ant. God wants you to rule, my brother.
Number eight. We read here, God wants to provide you with everything that you need. Verse 29.

Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed. Genesis 129. Every tree, and as to just fruit yielding, it
shall be food for you.

I've given all of it for you. And that's the other thing | learned, that God will provide all my need. Do | need
food? Don't we struggle, struggle, work to earn food for ourselves and our family? Trust God to provide,
brother.

Seek God's kingdom first and his righteousness. All the other things you need will be added to you. Food,
clothing, shelter, money to educate your children.

God will provide you with it. Adam needed a wife. God provided that.
He needed a house, a place to live. God gave him a beautiful garden. He needed a job.

God gave him a job as a gardener. What are you looking for? House, wife, job, food, it's all here. God
says, I've given it to you.

Learn to receive it from his hands. If | seek his kingdom and honor him, he will provide me with everything
that | need. It's a wonderful promise of scripture.

Philippians 419. My God shall supply all your need according to his riches. And he has the whole universe
in his hands.

What is it he cannot provide me? Healing. He can even provide that. Trust him.

Lord, | want you to give me physical health to serve you. You know the prayer, give us this day our daily
bread so that | can have physical health. What's the prayer that comes before that? What's it? The Lord's
prayer? No, before give us this our daily bread.

Before give us this day our daily bread, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. And give us this day
our daily bread to do your will on earth as it is in heaven. That's the meaning.

Why do you want food, brother? Why do you want health? To do God's will. He'll provide it for you. If you
want to do God's will, he'll provide you every material need.

Number nine. Genesis 128. God blessed them and said, be fruitful.

Only God's blessing can make you fruitful. That's the number nine lesson we can learn. Only God's
blessing can make you fruitful.
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Genesis 128. Don't think you can be fruitful by just trying to go out and serve the Lord. I'm going to pray
more and there'll be a blessing.

I'm going to do this. I'm going to do that. No, no, no, no.

Only God's blessing can make you fruitful in your character and in your ministry. You can't make yourself
fruitful. You can't go out and win souls to Christ or build a church.

I've had people come to Bangalore to our conferences and say, oh, brother Zach, we'd like to build a
church where we are like we see here so blessed. Actually, only God can do it. You can't just decide, OK,
I'm going to start a church.

Let's copy the pattern here. Let's sing the same songs and let's follow the same pattern. And let's listen to
a lot of brother Zach's messages.

We'll preach all that. You won't build a church that way. It's the blessing of God.

God blessed them and said, be fruitful. | want that. | want God to bless me and said, be fruitful and multiply
through you.

Many others will be blessed and brought to Christ. Do you know that that's God's will for every one of us?
That's not just God's will for a few of us. God's will is that we should be fruitful.

Let me turn you to John's Gospel chapter 15. John's Gospel chapter 15. We read, you know, the parable
of the vine.

Verse five, I'm the vine and you're the branches. One of the most beautiful examples that show us that we
can do nothing without Christ. Apart from me, you can do zero.

Zero. That has to sink into our mind. That if | seek to do something apart from Jesus Christ, | will end up
with a big zero.

No matter how clever | am, no matter how zealous | am. There's a lot of Christian work today, which is
called Christian work, which will be burnt up as wood, hay, and straw in the final day. Because God never
planned it.

God never blessed it. It grew in the fertile mind of some clever man who decided to serve God. They don't
know how to wait upon the Lord and say, Lord, what will thou have me to do? You know, the first question,
the two questions that the Apostle Paul asked Jesus.

| love those two questions. Who art thou, Lord? What will thou have me to do, Lord? Two questions that |
keep asking Jesus all my life. Who are you, Lord? | want to know you better and better and better.

Second, what will you have me to do? Keep asking that. When God blesses a work, it'll be fruitful. You can
be absolutely sure.

If God doesn't bless it, it'll be wood, hay, and straw. It'll look massive structure. You can impress people.

Whether your home or your family or your work, it'll all be burnt up. Number 10, Genesis 131. God wants
to make something beautiful out of your life.
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| love that. | want to conclude with this. God can make something beautiful out of your life.

God saw all that he made and it was very good. Till then, he said it was good, good, good, good, good,
good. Now it says it's very good, excellent.

Imagine that. What a wonderful way to conclude. Earth that began corrupt, empty, dark, ends up excellent
because it's submitted.

Believe that, my brothers, sister. Even if you feel you've messed up your whole life, maybe the devil's
messed up your life. Maybe other people messed up your life.

And you're like Genesis 1 verse 2. God can make something beautiful out of your life. Maybe you wasted
so many years. Never mind.

Start today. Follow these principles. God can make something beautiful out of your life.

| hope as a byproduct, you have learned today how to study the Bible. This is how | study the Bible. You
can study every chapter in the Bible like this.

This is how God wants us to study in a way that transforms our life, not head knowledge. So let me review
what | said today. Number one, 10 lessons from chapter one.

First of all, be honest about your condition like the acknowledge shapeless, empty, dark. Number two,
submit to the workings of the Holy Spirit. Let the Holy Spirit move wherever he wants.

He will do a better job than you can. Submit to the Holy Spirit's workings as he moves in your heart. Third,
listen to God's word every day, not just in the morning, throughout the day.

Listen, listen, listen, keep listening. You know, it's a habit I've acquired through the years now. It becomes
a habit after a while without even thinking about it.

Just like we go and brush our teeth automatically in the morning. Nobody has to tell us. Gradually,
listening to God's word can become as easy for you as breathing.

Do you strain to breathe? No, we can listen to God's word like that throughout the day. Number four, allow
God to separate you from all darkness. Not a little bit of it, all darkness in every area of your life.

The books you read, the things you do, the way you deal with money, let there be no darkness there.
Things in your home, in your work, all darkness because darkness is part of the devil. Every area that you
give to the darkness will belong to the deuvil.

Number five, sanctification is a daily process. Don't get discouraged if everything's don't change suddenly
in one day, like your children growing up. Don't measure their height every day and check their weight
every day.

It'll change slowly, day by day by day by day. And in two, three years, your children have become so big, if
they follow the laws of the body. So sanctification is a daily process.

We should not hinder it a single day of our life. Confess your sin immediately as soon as you're aware and
ask God to fill you with the spirit daily. Number six, God wants to reproduce his image in you.
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That's his goal. His ultimate goal is not to make you a great preacher, but to make you like Jesus. Number
seven, God wants you to be a ruler over your passions, not a slave.

Number eight, God wants to provide everything that you need in every area for your earthly life, for your
spiritual life, even for your earthly life. And number nine, remember only God's blessing can make you
fruitful, not your own efforts. And number 10, God can make something beautiful out of your life and he
wants to make something beautiful out of your life.

Let's believe that and let's bow our heads in prayer. You know, it doesn't matter if you can't remember all
those 10 points, they'll come back to your mind. The Holy Spirit will bring them back to you according to
your need at different times.

But if you have absorbed and submitted to what you heard now, | believe the Holy Spirit will bear witness
in your heart, seek with all of your heart to drive all darkness out of your life. Allow the Holy Spirit to drive it
away, say a surrender, submit, and the Spirit speaks, submit, and say, Lord, if you can transform that
corrupt earth, you can transform me. | want you to do it beginning today.

Thank you, Father, for the tremendous encouragement there is in your word, even in a single chapter right
at the beginning of Scripture. Help us to learn from it. Thank you, Lord.

Help everyone here. Your name be glorified. Help us to see Jesus more clearly.

Pray in Jesus' name.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/_dtLgxOnMPs.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/gods-first-messages-to-man-1-forty-messages-from-genesis-chapter
s-1-to-11/
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