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Importance of Purity in Our Life

by Zac Poonen

As Christians, we must learn to preserve our body in purity and maintain a clear testimony in our relationships
with the opposite sex.

Scripture: Judges 16:1, 2 Samuel 11:2, Proverbs 6:32, 1 Corinthians 6:18, Ephesians 5:3, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4, 1
Thessalonians 4:6, 1 Peter 2:11
Topics: "Sexual Purity", "Sanctification"

Description

Zac Poonen delivers a powerful message on the importance of purity in the sexual area as outlined in 1
Thessalonians 4:1-8. He emphasizes the need to possess our bodies in sanctification and honor,
separating ourselves from all that is sinful and un-Christlike. Poonen also highlights the significance of
acquiring a spouse in a holy and pure manner, avoiding worldly ways and emphasizing godly desires in a
partner. The sermon stresses the importance of maintaining purity in relationships with the opposite sex,
warning against cheating and immorality, and urging Christians to stand out from the world by preserving
purity in this area.

Transcript

In 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, Paul speaks about purity in the sexual area. 1 Thess. 4:4 could be translated in
two possible ways. The word "vessel" here (skeuos in Greek) could refer either to our body or to our wife.

So it could mean:"Each of you must know how to possess his own body in sanctification and honour.” We
must learn to keep our body holy and pure, because the will of God is that we must be sanctified (1 Thess.
4:3). There are many areas where we don't know what God's will is. But this is one area where we
definitely know what it is. To be sanctified means to be separated from everything that is sinful, worldly
and un-Christlike. We must learn how to keep our bodies free from all such evil.

1 Thessalonians 4:4 could also mean:"Each of you must know how to acquire his own wife in
sanctification and honour." That means, the way you get your wife must be in a holy and pure way. There
are many unholy ways in which people try to get wives. Looking for a dowry is one of those unholy ways.
Are you looking for a wife in a holy way, or do you look for worldly qualifications when looking for a wife?
To look for a wife "in lustful passion”, is to look for a wife like the heathen do. But if you want to serve God,
you must look for a wife who has the same godly desire that you have.
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In 1 Thessalonians 4:6, Paul goes on to say that "no one should ever cheat his brother in this matter.” That
means, "Don't get too friendly with someone else's wife", for "God is the avenger of those who do that."
We have to be very careful in our relationships with the opposite sex, because we live in a society today
that is very similar to the one that the Thessalonians lived in, where sexual immorality is not considered
sinful. There is, unfortunately, a lot of immorality among young people in churches and even among
Christian workers in these days. It is important that, as Christians, we are different from the world, and that
we have a clear testimony in this area. You must know how to preserve your body in purity in this area.
Otherwise you will fail the Lord. Samson and David are tragic examples of people who knew God, who
failed. There are many like them in our day as well.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/importance-of-purity-in-our-life/
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