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Jesus' Attitude to Man and Satan

by Zac Poonen

The sermon emphasizes the importance of having Jesus' attitude towards God, man, and Satan in order to live a
life of obedience and faith.

Duration: 59:45
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:10
Topics: "Spiritual Warfare", "Christian Living"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of having the same attitude as Jesus in putting God first in every
aspect of life, maintaining humility and love towards others, and facing the devil without fear. It highlights
the need for forgiveness, control over anger, and settling disputes to avoid giving the devil an opportunity.
The speaker encourages a life of obedience, faith, and authority over Satan, urging listeners to follow
Jesus' example and lead their families in the same way.

Transcript

Praise the Lord, brothers and sisters. I'm happy to share with you and the joy we have that the Lord has
encouraged us through many varied circumstances through all the years since this church started. And
even if we don't accomplish great things in the eyes of the world or Christendom, there's something of
value to God wherever there is a church or a person, that applies to all of us, who consistently through the
years, year after year after year, hold up the testimony of the Lord without compromise.

And that is the reason why God sent Jesus to earth to show us how man was supposed to live. | believe
one of the great revelations that has helped this church through the years, | mean, those who have taken
the message seriously, not everybody may have taken it seriously, | don't know. | don't know your private
lives.

But those who have taken it seriously, if there's been a change in their lives, it's because they've seen one
thing, that Christ came to earth, not only to die for our sins, but also to demonstrate to this world how God
wanted man to live. See, not a lot of people believe that. Many people are just taken up with the fact that
Christ died for our sins, he rose again, and he's coming back.

We're waiting for him to come back until then we somehow make the best of whatever we can on this
earth. But once you see that Jesus not only died to remove the guilt of your past life, but also lived on
earth to show you how you are supposed to live every single day of your life, that will radically change your
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life. That's what changed my life about 35 years ago when | understood this.

So | think of this verse, which we have often looked at in Philippians chapter 2, Philippians 2 and verse 5.
You've often heard me say that with that one sentence, you can live all your life, even if you don't have a
Bible. | mean, if you've read the Gospels, and you've seen how Jesus lived there and understood the way
he lived, it says in Philippians 2.5, have this attitude in yourself, which was in Christ Jesus. Just those few
words can be the answer to any situation you can ever face.

You know, you face a problem. The answer is have the attitude that Jesus would have had to that problem
you're facing right now. If somebody is treating you badly, have the attitude that Jesus had.

Maybe you're running out of money, have the attitude Jesus had if he ran out of money. You name it,
whatever situation you can ever face in the future, and things may be difficult in the future, have the
attitude Jesus had. How would he have reacted in a situation like that? What about if a lot of people are
getting sick and dying? Well, the answer is have the attitude Jesus had.

What attitude would he have if people around him were dying like flies? It's the answer to every single
thing we can ever face in the future. And it's a wonderful thing if you as a Christian have seen that. And for
that, you must make Jesus your hero.

You know, the world is full of people who have heroes. Most of their heroes are film stars and cricketers
and musicians, and they imitate them, copy them, and they become like them. And if those heroes of
theirs are going in evil ways, then as they destroy themselves, these followers will destroy themselves too.

But think if you have Jesus Christ as your hero, exactly the same way some foolish young man makes a
rock musician his hero. The idiotic way in which that young man is going should be a challenge to you
when Christ has given you such a fantastic example to be your hero. And just like he ruins his life, you can
make something glorious out of your life.

The choice is yours. The one thing God will not do is force a person to choose something, because if he
did that, nobody would go to hell. And the amazing thing is thousands and thousands of people die every
day, and God doesn't force them.

You know, we can sit in church and think that, well, we come along, we come along, somehow we will
become spiritual. You will not, because God waits for you to make a choice, and that's so important to
understand. And to me, the most terrifying thing is that God allows hundreds of thousands of millions of
people to go to hell regularly.

And he doesn't stop them. | mean, when the story with Jesus said of a rich man who died, Luke 16, and
went to heaven, sorry, went to hell, and the man sitting at his gate, Lazarus, went to heaven. And when
that rich man was in hell, that's a true story.

He could speak. | mean, his body was still on the earth, but he could feel things as if he had a body. He
didn't have a tongue, for example.

His tongue was in the grave. But there in hell, it was so hot and inconvenient that he thought if he got a
little water, he'd be okay, because that's how he felt when he was on the earth. So he asked for water.
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Water is not going to solve anybody's problem. But then he realized that he had five brothers who were on
earth, who had not repented. So he asked Abraham to send a messenger to them.

And Abraham gives an answer. | want you to see that answer in Luke 16. If you haven't noticed it before,
please remember this.

Abraham said, I'm not going to send anybody to your five brothers, because, verse 29, they have the
Bible. The phrase Moses and the prophets is an expression for the 39 books of the Old Testament. And
that was their Bible those days.

There was no New Testament written. And Abraham's answer is, they've got the Bible. And if they've got
the Bible, why do they need anybody to go and preach to them? Now, if you are illiterate, anybody sitting
here can't read, or you can't afford to have a Bible in your home, | can understand.

But if you can read and you have a Bible, | want to say you've got no excuse. God's not going to send any
special angel from heaven or anybody from another part of the earth to tell you something. There's no
need for that, because the answer is, you've got a Bible.

| don't believe that. | remember some time ago, | saw somebody circulating an article about five young
men from Colombia who had a vision of hell. And that was supposed to scare people and make people
believe in hell.

And you know what | said? You believe the testimony of some unknown Colombian youth who you don't
even know who they are, whether it's a fiction or true story or not. And you don't believe the true story of
Jesus Christ written in the Bible. That's amazing.

So | went to the internet to see how many people talk about visions of heaven and hell. And you search for
it. It's in millions.

Everybody's talking about it. It means nothing. The truth about it is in the scriptures.

And the amazing thing is God allows so many people go to hell because he will not force them. And if he
doesn't force them to go to heaven, do you think he's going to force any of us to become spiritual? No. |
can remain carnal for 50 years sitting in this church.

We can celebrate anniversary after anniversary, but it's good to ask ourselves, what difference has all the
years that we've been in this church done to us? Have we made decisions that have changed our lives
and changed our family life? So there's where this verse, have this attitude in yourself, which is in Christ,
can be a tremendous help. In other words, if we want to do that, we've got to sort of study the life of Jesus
and say, see how he lived. How did he live on this earth? Lord, | want to have that attitude.

The more the Lord sees a passion in our heart to study the earthly life of Jesus, the Holy Spirit will show
us more and more, you know, attitude that he had in different circumstances, which are not specifically
written in scripture. Our life is not going to be changed by our actions, but more by our attitude. There are
many actions that Jesus did, which we can never do.

We're never told to imitate the actions of Jesus, like multiplying the loaves of bread or raising the dead or
healing the sick. There's no word that says do the same actions that Jesus did. It's attitude that matters.
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Actions are dependent on the ministry God has for each of us, but attitude, the principles by which Jesus
lived. See, so many Christians today think, oh, we must be able to do the same things that Jesus did. And
that's how so many people are talking about healing and raising the dead and all that.

Most of it is just fiction and fake, which they know that multitudes of dumb Christians will just believe
wholeheartedly. That's not what the Bible says. Like Abraham said, they've got the Bible.

If they don't read it, then they deserve to be deceived by all these fake creatures. I'll tell you one thing. If
you read the New Testament carefully, you'll never be deceived by any fake creature.

But if you don't, then you deserve to be deceived because you have despised and ignored the one book
God gave for us to be guided by. So if we consider attitude, then we will understand how we are supposed
to live on this earth. And that's the thing that will prepare us for the days to come.

So | want to mention three things. First of all, to see Jesus' attitude towards God, towards other people,
and then towards the devil. Because that's the same attitude we must have towards God, the Father, and
to other people and towards the devil.

So first of all, in his attitude towards God, | want you to see this verse, which again, we've seen very often
in John 6 and verse 38. And | believe this is the secret of true holiness. John chapter 6 and verse 38.

| came from heaven not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. The attitude of Jesus towards
his heavenly Father was one of total 100% obedience to every single thing, small or big, that his Father
commanded. That's the meaning of that verse.

I mean, if you want to live the way Jesus lived, to be his hero, if you think that's the best life that any
human being could ever live, | mean, a lot of Christians would say that the best life that anybody could
ever live on this earth was the life of Jesus Christ, but | don't want to live like that. Well, that's another
thing. Then what you say is not true.

You don't believe that that is the best life that anybody lived. If you think the way some rich businessman
on earth has made a lot of money, that's the one who's lived the best earthly life, and you wish you could
be like him, etc., etc. Then you're telling a lie when you say Jesus Christ is your Lord and your hero.

If you really say that Jesus Christ is your Lord, you must believe that the best life that any human being
ever lived on this earth was the way Jesus lived. And ask yourself, do you really believe that deep down in
your heart? I'm convinced that most Christians don't believe it, because if they did, they'll really try to
discover what's the secret. You know, like these businessmen want to find out what's the secret of that
guy making so much money.

How did that guy become a millionaire in 10 years of doing business? Those businessmen want to find out
the secret. How did he do it? | wish Christians had that passion to find out how did Jesus live like that in a
body like ours, tempted like us. How did he live? The Bible speaks about the obedience of faith.

It's a New Testament expression, you know, Romans, the great book describing the gospel. | don't know
whether you've noticed it. In Romans, it begins and ends with a certain phrase.

It's in Romans chapter 1, first of all, and verse 5, Paul says that I've received an apostleship. He's received
grace, the calling to be an apostle with one purpose, and that is to bring about the obedience of faith
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among all the people in the world. That's why he was made an apostle.

Now, the phrase the obedience of faith is not found in the Old Testament. In the Old Testament, it was
only obedience, obedience, obedience. You obey because, you know, when you go to, you work in a
factory or an office, you don't have to be given an explanation why you're asked to do a certain job, and if
you want your salary, you better do the job you're told to do, whether you understand it, why you have to
do it, why should the company be doing all this.

If you want to question all that, just quit. It's obedience. In the Old Testament, the people of Israel were
under God, exactly like you work in an office.

God was their master, or as a slave would work in a house, like a maidservant would work in your house.
She's not supposed to know all the reasons why you do certain things. She's only supposed to do what
she's told to do, mind her own business, collect her salary, and go.

That's how it was in the Old Testament. Life under the law was like that. God was a master.
You obeyed, that's all. All you had to do is obey. You didn't have to understand the reason.

You didn't have to know anything. But in the New Testament, we're not servants. We're sons and
daughters, and there's a lot of difference.

I mean, a father would explain to his sons and daughters what he'd never explain to a servant in the
house. And so, in the New Testament, the phrase obedience becomes the obedience of faith. That
means, | believe that God has commanded everything for his glory and my good.

Now, Romans ends also like that. You saw how it began, Romans chapter 16. See the end of that book.

The reason | mention this is, you know, a lot of people say, Romans explains the gospel better than any
other book in the Bible. That's true. But they don't realize that the purpose of the gospel is to lead people
everywhere in the world to the obedience of faith.

Romans 16, verse 26. He says, this secret, verse 25, let's read from 25, Now to the one who is able to
establish you according to my gospel, the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery, which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested by the scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations of
the world. For what? Just to take them to heaven? No, that's a false gospel.

He says, my gospel is to lead people to the obedience of faith. That's how he begins the letter. That's how
he ends the letter.

And if you try to understand the gospel in Romans without understanding this phrase, the obedience of
faith, you're going to get it all wrong. And that's why most Christians have got it all wrong. I've been urging
people these days to read the Bible slowly.

Don't be in a rush to get through the whole Bible. Make sure the Bible goes through you. That's important.

And then when you read slowly, you find phrases like this. And when you read a phrase like that, you must
stop and say, what does that mean? And you ask yourself, what does obedience mean? And what's the
difference between obedience and the obedience of faith? And the obedience of faith is, | don't just blindly
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obey. | obey with faith, believing that God has ordered every command for my good.

You know, a little child, for example, when you read the Bible, we can say that the Old Testament, God
treated people not only like servants, but like little children. And you don't explain to a two-year-old why
you command him to drink his milk or don't play around with that knife, because if you're going to waste
time explaining to a two-year-old, you'll never get him to obey anything because he doesn't understand.
So God treated people in the Old Testament like that, but you don't treat your 25-year-old son like that.

You expect him to understand. | want to tell you that God treats us like grown-up, mature sons and
daughters. Don't behave like a little child.

Don't behave like a little baby. We're supposed to be mature sons and daughters. The obedience of faith,
Lord, | know that this thing you commanded is the thing that's going to bring you the greatest glory and for
my good as well.

Now, if you believe that, you'll find it very easy to obey a command like, give thanks and everything, or let's
continually offer praise to the Lord, because praise is an expression of faith. We can go through what we
went through this morning. Expressions of praise in our singing can either be meaningless words, just like
a lot of Christians do on Sunday morning, or they can be living expressions of faith saying, God, you're on
the throne of this universe.

Even though a lot of things appear to be going wrong and a lot of problems in the world and perhaps in
your life and in the country and everywhere else, you're on the throne. We acknowledge that, and we
know that you're in control. We express our faith and our confidence in the fact that you are there, and
that's why we come together once a week at least to, you know, those who are strong in the Lord don't
need to come together at all.

They're just doing it all the time, but we have babies growing up just like in a family. There are babies who
need to grow up, and coming together helps to strengthen our faith. We realize that God is on the throne,
and around us we see examples of men and women who have consistently lived this life for many, many
years, putting God first and seeing the result of their life and seeing how it's done with them and done with
their families, and that strengthens our faith.

Faith comes not only by listening to the Word of God. That's one major way by which faith comes, but the
Word of God, the Bible, also gives us examples of a number of people who live by faith, and we look at
their example, and that helps us too. See, there are two verses | want to show you in this connection
concerning faith.

In Romans chapter 10, verse 17, it says faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ. So
that's the first and most fundamental way by which we get faith in our hearts as we hear God's Word. You
know, and for those who are intellectual and questioning, they can say, well, how do you know this book
which you call the Bible is the Word of God? Many people have asked me that question, and | say
personally the only reason why, the main reason anyway, and God never told me from heaven there are
66 books written by different people which are my word.

No. Then people can say, well, you know, some guy or a few people years ago decided these books are
the Bible and everybody blindly accepts it. You ask yourself, is it possible that you have blindly accepted
this is the Bible? How do you know this is God's Word? Well, | say my answer to that is | have read it for
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50 years and | have claimed different promises and seen it works.

I've tried to obey its commands and seen that the result it produced in my life. | mean, it's like you're
asking a farmer, well, how do you know this bag of seed is really good? You may not know, but the farmer
says, listen, I've been sowing this seed for 50 years and | know the crop it produces and that's how | know
it's good. So that's the answer.

That's my answer anyway. I've been sowing the seed in different areas of my life, different aspects of my
life, following its principles, and I've seen the harvest it has produced, and the harvest is excellent. That's
how | know it's God's Word.

So if you don't try it out, you'll never know. And if a farmer, for example, has been having a bad crop
through various types of seed that he's tested out, and he sees another farmer who always seems to get a
tremendously good harvest in his field, if this guy is sensible, he'll go and ask him, hey, what seed are you
using? But you seem to get such a good crop, even though we get the same rain, same land, but you
seem to get a much better harvest than me. That's why we need to look at the examples of men and
women around us whose lives through many years have borne witness to the truth of God's Word.

So that's the other verse | want to show you. Hebrews 13 and verse 7. Two words on faith. One is the
written Word of God, which we trust and believe and claim.

So | tell people, you don't have to come to this Bible believing blindly it's God's Word. Okay, you don't
believe it. Never mind.

Go to it and ask God to show you whether it's His Word and say, Lord, let me take a verse of this and see
if it works in my life. That's what | did. And | found it did for 50 years.

The other example is Hebrews 13, 7, where it says, remember those who led you or appreciate those who
are your leaders and who gave you the Word of God and take a good look at the way they live. And so the
Bible says, take a good look at the way they live and let their faithfulness instruct you, as well as their
truthfulness. Imitate their faith.

Why did they live like that? Because they had a certain faith. Why did that farmer get a good crop?
Because he used a certain seed. He doesn't say you must imitate everybody.

Look at your leaders and take a good look at the way they live. | tell you, if Christians would have only
obeyed that one command, which is take a good look at the way they live, they would not be deceived by
all these fake preachers and hoaxes there are in the world today. You shouldn't just believe a man just
because he stands up in the pulpit and gives a good message.

| don't. I want to, I'm very careful whom | follow because | don't want to just believe a farmer who says, |
got a good crop. | say, let me see it.

Let me come to your field and show me the crop. Let me watch you not just for two days. Let me watch
you for a few years.

Then I'll see whether | want to use your seed or not. That's what | do. And that's how | protected myself.

| say, | want to know, brother, how you've lived. | want to know how you brought up your children. | want to
know how you relate to your wife and what sort of church you built.
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| want to know your attitude to money. | want to know all these things. And then | can imitate your faith.

I'm not going to just blindly follow. So God has given us examples like that. And the purpose is that
ultimately that we see that the way we're supposed to live is by putting in our attitude to God is he must be
first in our life in everything.

And to put God first is also something misunderstood. Many people think putting God first means | read
the Bible first thing in the morning. Well, that's good if you have the time for it.

Well, you should read the Bible. There's no command which says you must read it first thing in the
morning. Putting God first means much more than reading the Bible the first thing in the morning.

Maybe there's some days when you can't read the Bible first thing in the morning. | think a lot of mothers
with small children can't do it in any case first thing in the morning. They don't have to feel condemned.

Oh, I didn't put God first because | didn't read the Bible first thing in the morning. They hardly get time to
pray when they have small little children at home first thing in the morning. Putting God first means, and
let's get this very clearly, saying that in everything | do this day in my life and every day, God is going to be
the number one factor and person I'm going to consider in what | do.

I mean, if in the office everybody's signing false statements to make a lot of money, extra money, which
they're not supposed to get, and then you also attempt to sign to put God first means no. | put God first in
my life. | don't want that extra money by signing a false statement.

That extra money will you get with that false statement will be a curse upon you and it'll be a curse upon
your children. And | do not want to bring a curse upon me or my children by having money with me that
does not righteously belong to me. | want to say to all of you, you better get rid of all any money that you
have in your bank account that does not righteously belong to you.

If it belongs to somebody else, please return it to that person. And if it is something that you don't know
who it belongs to, put it in the offering box or give it to the poor. That's what Zacchaeus did.

He returned all the money that he had taken wrongfully from others in the whole lot of money, which he
had, which he didn't even know where he got it from. He said, | can't keep that. I'm going to give it to the
poor.

And then when Jesus saw that, he said, boy, salvation has come to this house. And Jesus will say the
same about you when you set your financial matters right. You know, there was only one time in the entire
Gospels where Jesus looked at a man and said, salvation has come to your house.

That's in Luke 19, first 10 verses. And that's because that man set his money matters right. That's very
important.

There are only two gods in the world, Christ and money. You have to make your choice, which you want to
obey. And when you set all money matters right, that means you pay back your debts.

People, you have cheated, you give it back. These are ways in which we put God first, not just reading the
Bible in the morning. You can read the Bible in the morning and be in debt to so many people.
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You can read the Bible in the morning and cheat so many people. That's not putting God first. Putting God
first, you say, but that guy gave me a loan years ago and he's completely forgotten about it.

Well, maybe 50 years ago, he gave you that loan, but God hasn't forgotten about it. We should not have
any money with us unless you want to bring a curse upon yourself and your children, which doesn't
righteously belong to us. Jesus should be able to say to you and me, salvation has come to this house.

And if you find it difficult to do those things, you can ask the Lord for help. You know, there was a rich
young ruler. The reason | put this is, say this is because when we putting God first for many of us, for
many people in the world means having a right attitude to money.

There was this rich young ruler who came to Jesus. Everything was right about him. Such an upright, God
fearing man.

Everything was right except his attitude to money. That's all. And Jesus said, you got so many good
things, but there's one thing you're lacking.

| wonder if Jesus has to say that to some of us sitting here. You're so upright, so God fearing. You do so
many good things, but there's one thing you lack in your life.

You love money too much. But Lord, this is one small weakness. Does that disqualify you? Disqualify me?
And the Lord says, totally, totally.

How many holes in a vessel do you need to make the vessel useless? 45 or one? Like that. Jesus said,
well, in your case, the cancer is so deep rooted, you got to do radical surgery and remove the whole thing.
Go and give away all your money.

Then come to me. | don't need your money. You give your money and you come to me.

That's what the Lord says to us. And he went away sad because he had so many possessions. You can
have so many possessions and they only help to drive you away from the Lord like that man.

What should he have done? You know what he should have done? He should have come to Jesus and
said, Lord, | have to say, | love money so much. | want to do what you say. | believe the obedience of faith.

| believe that what you have commanded me is for my good. If he believed that, do you think he would
have done it? Of course. Why do you take the pills the doctor prescribes for you when you got a serious
sickness? Because you believe it's for your good.

Otherwise you wouldn't take it, particularly if you trust this doctor. And so if this man had trusted Jesus,
Jesus is giving me a prescription for my good. He didn't believe that.

He thought it was some type of poison. He went away. Sorry, I'm not going to take that prescription.

What an idiot he was. | don't know whether he's in hell today, but if he is, go and ask him. And you ask
him, do you think you made a right decision that day? He'd say, boy, that was a stupid mistake | ever
made in my life.

And even if he repented on his deathbed, wasting his whole life, go and ask him in heaven. You think you
made a right decision that day? Fool that | was. Wasted my whole earthly life.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 9



Obedience of faith means you believe that what Jesus has commanded is for your good. What he should
have done is gone to the Lord and said, Lord, please help me. Help me to be free from this attachment so
that | can be your disciple.

What do you think Jesus would have told him? You think Jesus would have told him, sorry, go and do that
yourself? Not at all. He'd have been so delighted that he said, come, come with me. Here are some others
who also I'm training.

Be with us and your life will change. And his life would have changed. In Luke 19, without Jesus saying
anything, Zacchaeus said everything right.

And when he said everything right in the financial area, Jesus said, verse nine, Luke 19, nine, today
salvation has come to this house. Meaning, it's all a question of what do you mean by salvation? See, this
word salvation is one of the most misunderstood verses in the New Testament. The only salvation
anybody can think of is salvation from hell.

Jesus was not talking about salvation from hell. What was Zacchaeus saved from at that particular time?
He was saved from the love of money, not from hell. He said, ah, at last, this guy has been saved from the
love of money.

Salvation has come. And then he said, because, verse 10, the son of man has come to save, word
salvation again, to save those who are lost. Lost in what? Not hell.

Lost in the love of money. Read a verse in its context. There's a man who's been saved from the love of
money.

The son of man has come to save people who are lost in the love of money. | remember when | saw that
years ago, and | said, Lord, I'm a child of Adam. And I'll tell you, Lord, I love money.

I'll tell you honestly, I'm lost in it. Now, I've never been in debt all my 70 years, not even one day. As far as
| know, | never cheated anybody.

When | did years ago, | returned it immediately. My unconverted days, | did it and | returned it. So as far as
I know, | never owed anybody anything, but | still found love of money was there.

And love of money is like a huge onion. You can take off layer after layer after layer after layer, and still it's
there. And those who acknowledge it will be saved from it.

I have found in my life very few Christians who will honestly acknowledge, Lord, | am lost in the love of
money. That's why they never get saved from it. They live with it all their life.

Why do you think the Pharisees never got saved? Because they wouldn't acknowledge they're lost. They
say, we're okay. How is it the thief on the cross got saved? How is the woman caught in adultery got
saved? Samaritan woman got saved? Because they say, we're lost.

We're not holy. We're lost. And Jesus saved them because he said the sick people need a doctor, not the
healthy.

So if you come to Jesus and you pretend that you're okay, he will leave you like the Pharisees in that
unsaved condition. | decided | don't want to be like that. So | said, Lord, I'm lost in the love of money.
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You came to seek and to save the lost. Save me. And the Lord saved me.
Not completely. | don't believe I'm saved completely. To be saved completely.

Do you know what it means? To have the same attitude to material things that Jesus had. | haven't got
there yet. That's a mountain peak.

And | want to be honest. Because I'm honest, the Lord saves me more and more and more and more
every day. Those who are dishonest and think that they've arrived will never reach the top of the mountain
peak.

So my advice to you is be honest and go to God and say, Lord, I'm lost in the love of money. You think
only rich people are lost in the love of money. Show me a beggar in Bangalore who doesn't love money.

Have you found one? He's got nothing to do with how much money you get. You love money when you
are poor. You love money when you're rich.

It's all the same. Jesus can save us. That's the good news of the gospel.

To put God first means nothing else takes priority in my life. God is first. Not my job, not money, not my
wife, not my children.

I'm not going to do things to please my children to displease God. There are parents like that. Oh, I'l
offend my children if | speak so strongly to them.

You'd rather offend God, right? That's why your children become wayward and go astray. How many of
you would pray when you see your children going astray? Lord, break their legs. Give them a road
accident.

Shake them up. | told my children, if ever | hear that any of you are even slightly drifting away from the
Lord, I'll pray you'll have a road accident, that you'll break your legs so that you get converted and put God
first in your life. Broken leg won't send you to hell.

You can go to heaven. | want you to put God first in your life. You know, if you parents were more radical
with your children, | believe many of them would have been converted and become disciples.

But we're so soft on them because we don't put God first in our life. Our children are first. We don't want to
offend them.

Put God first in everything and you'll find God rewards you. That in the area where you have put God first
and rejected another thing, you'll find that added to you. Seek God's kingdom first and his righteousness.

The other things which you need in life will be added. So don't be soft on these things that take away from
the place God should have in your life. That's the number one thing | want to say.

Jesus never, | mean, if Jesus once turned around to his closest co-worker Peter and said, get away Satan.
Imagine saying that to your closest co-worker because he was having an attitude. What crime did he
commit? He was seeking comfort for something.

Jesus said rubbish. He was pretty strong. I'll tell you, God was first in his life and no one was ever going to
come.
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Not even his closest co-workers are going to come between him and God. You be like that. Don't let your
husband or wife or children or any Tom, Dick or Harry come between you and God and see what will
happen before the next anniversary of this church.

You'll shoot forward more than you've ever done in all your life. That's number one. The second thing |
want to say is in his attitude to other people.

Jesus' attitude to other people was one of total humility. That's why he never went around trying to take
any position of importance. You know, one of the sad things I've seen and not here in Bangalore,
fortunately, but in some of our other churches connected to us is the lust that some people have to be
elders.

I'm absolutely shocked. | said, what have these guys understood? They haven't understood anything. The
greatest thing in the Christian life is to be a servant of others.

If you want to serve God, learn to serve other people. And the greatest servants of God in the history of
Christianity have been those who have understood that my calling in life is to serve others, not to serve
myself, but to serve others, to take the low place. When you're insulted, just take it and say, well, I'll tell
you why we take it because it doesn't change us.

To me, it's like if you walk down the road and you find a dog inside the gate barking at you, okay, and you
walk past the house and the dog inside the gate is barking at you. What are you going to do? Get in front
of the gate and argue with that dog. How dare you bark at me? Who do you think | am? You've got to be
off your head to do that.

| don't think any of you will do that. Why do you bother when human beings bark at you? Call you all types
of names. Go back to them and argue with them.

You've got to be off your head. Leave them alone. Let them bark as much as they like.

You continue on the straight path of doing the will of God. Say, Lord, | want to remain in humility. | don't
want to be bothered by if people say things or even tell false stories about me.

It's fine. I've got, you see, most of us have already got, I'll tell you, don't you think this is true? Most of us
have got a much better reputation than we really deserve. Yes or no? Yes.

We're not as holy as everybody. We're giving the impression to everybody, right? Then if somebody
lowers that reputation a little bit, that's good for us. It's bringing us down to a more normal level.

Why are you so bothered about it? It's just bringing you to what you really are. People are giving you a
position which you don't really deserve, which wasn't yours. If human beings, if your friends, just think of
this.

If your friends and the ones who admire you so much could look intimately inside your thought life and see
what all you're thinking about the whole day. Let me ask you, do you think they would still have the good
opinion they have of you right now? | doubt very much. So if somebody says something bad about you,
why are you so upset about it? That's just bringing you to the level you should be.

But you've been exalted so much that God brought you down there. Take it. Humble yourself.
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The attitude towards others must always be one of humility. That's why when Jesus, Jesus was perfect. If
people could look into his inner life, they'd see he was God Almighty.

But even him, they called a devil. They said he had a demon. They called him bad names, like you're a
Samaritan.

| know that's some type of insult in those days. He just took it. He didn't go into an argument with them and
say, Hey, | don't have a demon.

Why does he have to prove it to them? You know, the mark of a man of God is he can take all these
insults. They just fall off him like water off a duck's back. If you are disturbed by what you heard somebody
said about you or to you, you don't have the attitude Jesus had.

I'm sorry to say that. You don't have the attitude Jesus had. It disturbs you so much because you live like
other human beings.

Jesus is not your hero. Make Jesus your hero. And if you have a humble attitude towards other people, we
won't always be criticizing them and judging them and speaking evil about them behind their back.

We'll mind our own business. And in humility, we love them. And if somebody says something about them
and say, Well, | don't know.

| don't know anything about his inner life. Maybe he's much better than he appears to be. Yeah, | think a
lot of people on earth, their inner life is actually better than what we think, you know, because we know so
little.

Do you know that we know only about 10% of our own life? There's so much of unconscious sin in you
and me. 90% of us, we can't see it. And if | know only 10% of my life, you know only about 1% of my life.

How can you judge me? Can you judge somebody when you know only 1% of his life? | mean an earthly
judge. If there's a case with 100 pages, he's not going to read the first page and pass a judgment. But
that's what Christians do.

We've got into this worldly habit of judging people. It's because we don't have the right attitude. And that's
why we suffer.

Jesus once said these words. He says, | don't judge anybody. Do you know that? While he was on eatrth,
one day he's going to be the judge of the whole world.

But when he was on earth, he said these have been a great example for me. In John chapter eight and
verse 15, you judge according to the flesh. | am not judging anyone.

You know that when the son of God walked on this earth, he said, | am not judging. You want to follow that
example? Did he have opinions about people? Oh, yes. Paul had opinions about the Corinthians.

And I've got opinions about a lot of people. There's a lot of difference between having an opinion and
judging people. If you don't have opinions, you'll get thoroughly deceived.

If somebody is counterfeit, you must have an opinion that that's a counterfeit preacher. We need to have
opinions, but we don't have to judge anyone. Let me show you one Corinthians.
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In one Corinthians, you see the example of the apostle Paul in scripture. One Corinthians in chapter three,
he says in verse three, you are fleshly. There is jealousy, strife.

You are fleshly. You're walking like men. He tells them they are carnal.

But in the next chapter, he says in chapter four, verse five, don't pass judgment before the Lord comes.
You say, Paul, but just now you said that these guys are fleshly. That's my opinion.

I'm not here to pass judgment on them. I'm not here to decide how it's going to go with them. That's not my
business.

| have an opinion because he was their apostle. He could tell them. If you're not an apostle, you don't even
have to tell them.

You keep it to yourself. So it's right to have an opinion, but wrong to pass judgment. And if you find it
difficult to distinguish between the two, ask the Lord for wisdom.

Where is it judgment, Lord, and where is it an opinion? And if you don't have a responsibility for that
person, you must keep that opinion to yourself. If my children are going astray, | have an opinion on that,
and | have to pass judgment because God has given them under my responsibility. But if it's somebody
else's children, | may have an opinion, but | don't have to go around talking about it.

Do you talk about other people's children? You speak evil about other people's children. | tell you, when
you get children and they grow up, they'll all go astray because you've got to reap what you've sown.
Repent.

Repent. Because that's none of your business. God hasn't given you responsibility for those people.

I'll tell you this, many Christians suffer because they are busybodies in other people's marriage. So what
should be our attitude towards other people? Mind your own business. And I'll tell you, we'll save
ourselves from a lot of problems in this world if we mind our own business.

Stop passing opinions about a whole lot of people. Like the worldly people do that. Their favorite pastime
when they come together is to sit and pass opinion about this person, that person, the other person.

Let them do that. You steer clear of it. My dear brothers and sisters, I'm telling you, the obedience of faith.

Believe that what God has said is for your good. It's for our good. I've been saved from a lot of problems in
my life by keeping a lot of opinions to myself.

Except in this sphere where | have a responsibility as an elder, then | have to speak or as a father. But
otherwise, it's none of my business. Somebody sent me an email the other day saying, Brother Zach,
you've written about all this deception and counterfeit preachers and all.

Why don't you name some names? | said, | follow Jesus, who spoke about the Pharisees and Sadducees
in general, but he never named any names. He didn't say Mr. So-and-so and Mr. So-and-so. No.

He just spoke about them in general. And even the Apostle Paul named names only to his closest
co-workers like Timothy, nobody else. And | say, | will name names to my closest co-workers, nobody
else.
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No, Scripture is right. Scripture is a wonderful guide for me, | find. Let's have the right attitude.

And the third is in our attitude to the devil. | believe as we face the future, we need to have an attitude that
Jesus had towards the devil. Zero fear of what the devil can do to you through anybody or directly.

Jesus wasn't living on earth, afraid what the devil would do next. He wasn't afraid the devil could harm
him. Even concerning his being arrested to be crucified for our sins.

He knew that would come, but he knew that it couldn't come before God's appointed time. That's why he
kept on saying, my hour has not yet come, my hour has not yet come, my hour has not yet come. Finally,
in John 12, just before he went to the cross, he said, now the hour has come.

So notice what it says in John chapter 7 and verse 30. You know, a lot of people who wanted to capture
Jesus long before his three and a half years ministry was over, even when he had been ministering just
one and a half years, they wanted to arrest him. John 7 verse 30, they were seeking to seize him, to arrest
him, but they couldn't do it.

Not because there were not enough people or because he had a mighty army protecting him or some
commandos protecting him. No, his hour had not yet come. Very simple.

Or John chapter 8 and verse 20. He spoke some strong words in verse 19. You don't know me and you
don't know my father.

Imagine telling religious leaders, you know nothing about God. And he spoke in this treasury and no one
could seize him or arrest him because his hour had not yet come. We're not afraid of the devil, that if you
walk in the will of God, there is an hour for everything God has planned in your life.

You don't have to live in fear, the devil may do this, the devil may do that. He can't do anything. He cannot
do anything because he was defeated on the cross.

He's not been killed, but he's been defeated. It's like a snake that can't harm you anymore. Like a terrorist
whose weapons have all been taken away from him.

He's not killed, the devil's not killed, but every believer needs to recognize in the face of the future that the
devil's got no power over him. He was defeated on the cross by my savior. Jesus Christ is my Lord and
the devil can't touch us in any area.

You got to make sure though that you yourself don't open the back door of Satan in your house. How do
we open the back door to Satan? Let me show you a couple of examples. First of all, Ephesians, sorry 2nd
Corinthians 2. Two ways in which you can open the door to the devil.

One is by not forgiving other people. 2nd Corinthians 2 and verse 10 and 11. To whom you forgive, | also
forgive.

And what I've forgiven, I've done it in the presence of Christ. In the presence of Christ, I've forgiven that
person so that Satan does not take advantage of us because we are not ignorant of his schemes. Every
person who has not forgiven somebody else has opened the back door for the devil to come into his
house, into his life, into his family.
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Shall | give you some good advice? Forgive everybody completely in the presence of Christ. Lord, in your
presence, | forgive all those people whom | have harmed. Don't be ignorant of Satan's schemes like it
says.

That's number one. And number two is Ephesians in chapter four. You know, getting angry with
somebody.

Unforgiveness and anger, two very serious sins. Jesus spoke about both of them in the Sermon on the
Mount. Ephesians 4.26. Yes, you may be angry at times, but don't sin.

And even if you did, don't let the sun set with your anger still there. That means don't go to sleep without
settling that matter. Otherwise, you will give, verse 27, the devil an opportunity.

Husbands and wives who go to bed at night without resolving their tensions have kept the door open at
night for the devil to walk in. How many of you would keep the door open at night in your house when you
go to bed at night? Somebody worse than a thief has walked in. That's why | always tell husbands and
wives, please, please, in your own interest, the obedience of faith, settle matters.

In every marriage, there can be tensions that can come. Settle it before you go to bed, at least. If you're a
godly man or a woman, you'll settle it immediately.

You don't wait till sunset. But if you want to keep the thorn in the foot till sunset, because you enjoy it,
okay. But take it out at least before you go to bed.

| mean, a sensible man takes out the thorn immediately as soon as it gets into his foot. But if you enjoy it
so much, keep it. But not go to bed with it.

Get rid of it. It's destroying you. Don't give the devil an opportunity.

And then we can have authority over Satan. There was no sin in Jesus' life, and so he had total authority
over Satan. Satan feared him.

| believe Satan will fear us too. So as we face the future as a church, let's continue in the same way that
we have from the beginning, looking at Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, running this race, having
the same attitude he had, putting God first in everything. In every situation, God is first.

I'm not going to put anything else first in my life. And number two, having an attitude of humility and
service and love towards other people, and also confronting the devil without fear, so that the devil should
be afraid of this church more and more in the days to come. And let's lead our children in that way also,
brothers and sisters, parents, you have a tremendous responsibility for your children.

More than if your office one day gave you 500,000 rupees in cash and say, take this safely to Delhi by
train. Boy, you won't sleep in the train on that trip. How is it you sleep peacefully when your children are
not walking the way they should? I'm surprised you sleep peacefully.

You don't pray that God should break their legs. You'd rather they go to hell than have legs broken and go
to heaven. Maybe we don't believe in the Bible, right? | think we need to wake up many of us.

God's commands are for your good, for your family, for your good, for your children and their children.
Let's pray. | believe God has wonderful things in store for every one of us.
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He's a loving God who's got pleasant surprises for us. Let's not miss out on what he has planned for us.
Let's not disappoint his heart after all that he's done for us, that we let him down.

Ask God to forgive you for past failures and say, Lord, | want to, by the time the next anniversary comes
along, | want it to be completely different with me and my family. | know it won't happen overnight, but a
year is a long time. It can happen.

Some remarkable thing can happen, and | want you to do it, Lord, in me and in my family, for all my
children. I'm willing to pay the price. Thank you, Father, that you will hear us and do for us more than we
ask or think.

We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/WquAsCKmxCl.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/jesus-attitude-to-man-and-satan/
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