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Knowing The Father And Jesus (Video)
by Zac Poonen

This sermon emphasizes the foundational truths of repentance, faith, baptism, and sanctification, highlighting

the importance of reemphasizing these teachings for a new generation. It delves into the misunderstood concepts

of grace, the new covenant, and eternal life, urging listeners to seek a deeper understanding of these truths

through personal study of the Bible. The speaker encourages a shift from a focus on external behaviors to a

genuine repentance that seeks the kingdom of heaven, leading to a life of godliness and victory over sin through

the example and assistance of Jesus as our forerunner.

Scripture: Hebrews 4:15, Hebrews 5:7, Hebrews 2:18, 1 Timothy 6:12, Romans 6:23, John 17:3, Isaiah 49:15, Matthew
14:30, Ephesians 5:32, 1 Timothy 3:16

Topics: "Repentance", "Understanding Grace"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the foundational truths of repentance, faith, baptism, and sanctification,
highlighting the importance of reemphasizing these teachings for a new generation. It delves into the
misunderstood concepts of grace, the new covenant, and eternal life, urging listeners to seek a deeper
understanding of these truths through personal study of the Bible. The speaker encourages a shift from a
focus on external behaviors to a genuine repentance that seeks the kingdom of heaven, leading to a life of
godliness and victory over sin through the example and assistance of Jesus as our forerunner.

Transcript

In the last few weeks, we've been trying to emphasize for the benefit of newcomers to this church, and for
the benefit of children who have grown up in this church, some of the things that we taught in the early
days when this church started, thirty-nine years ago. There's a great need to reemphasize that, because
there's a generation that's grown up that has not heard those things, and we dealt with some foundational
truths in the first session of repentance and faith and water baptism, the baptism in the Holy Spirit. And
then we spoke about justification by faith, the imputed righteousness of Christ, which is what we need till
the last day of our life on earth.

You can never get to heaven with your own righteousness. It has to be the righteousness of Christ put to
us through our account, which is called justification. And then we spoke about the imparted righteousness
of Christ, which is a progressive thing, which the Bible calls sanctification, that we purify ourselves as
Christ is pure, and we partake more and more of God's nature.
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So I want to share a little more along that line. There are words found in the New Testament that are never
found in the Old Testament. We spoke about grace, new covenant, these are all New Testament words.

Another word like that is eternal life. I find a lot of these words are misunderstood. A lot of people don't
know what grace is.

A lot of people don't know what new covenant is, what the kingdom of God is compared to the kingdom of
heaven, compared to the kingdom of earth. The Old Testament was a kingdom of earth, and John the
Baptist came saying, repent, turn around from seeking the kingdom of earth and seek the kingdom of
heaven. That is repentance, but a lot of Christians have not repented like that.

They've just given up their smoking and their gambling and their drinking and their dancing, but they're still
seeking the kingdom of earth. They haven't repented. They haven't turned around to look for the things of
heaven, and there the foundation is wrong, and they have problems all through their life.

So I want to speak a little bit about eternal life. Now, when I was a young Christian, the people showed me
only one verse about eternal life, and that's what many people know, and that's the only verse I knew for a
long time as well. It's probably the one which is most familiar to most of you.

Romans 6, 23, the gift of God is eternal life. The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life. In
fact, people were taught to go that way.

Go to Romans 3, 23, tell everybody you've all sinned and come short of the glory of God. Then go to
Romans 6, 23, and tell them the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life. Receive it, and
you're saved, and the fellow thinks he's saved and goes away, and later on when he goes into sin, he
thinks he's a backslider.

He's not a backslider. He never had a forward slide in his whole life. How can he backslide when you
haven't gone forward at all? They're never converted probably, because whoever led them to what they
call Christ, led them to some verses.

So I want to show you what we studied earlier, how when the devil told Jesus it is written, Jesus said, yes,
but it is also written. So we must see, and it's very easy nowadays, if you know English, you've got an
English Bible, and you have a little thing called a concordance, you can find all the verses on eternal life in
the New Testament. It'll take you five minutes to read through them.

Have you ever done it? Do you stake your hope for eternity on the words of a man, or do you read the
Bible for yourself to find out where does it speak about eternal life? I'll tell you something. Remember this
all your life. God never rewards a lazy man or woman.

If you're lazy, and you go astray, you deserve it, because God gave you a Bible. You never took the pains
to read what it said. You took pains to study history and geography and chemistry and mathematics in
school, and your parents urged you to do your homework, but they never urged you to study the Bible.

They wanted you to get 100% in mathematics, but it doesn't matter if you got 20% in the Bible. Don't be
like that. It's better to just pass in mathematics and get 100% in the Bible.

So I want to encourage you, my brothers, study the scriptures. There's only one book God gave this world,
and that's not a mathematics book. It's the Bible.
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Remember that. Study it. And it's very easy.

I mean, if you're illiterate, you have an excuse. Say, Lord, I can't read or write. But even that, we have an
elder brother in one of our churches who can't read or write.

He still reads the Bible every day. You know how? Somebody has loaded it to him on his cell phone, and
he has a quiet time with his cell phone, listening to the Bible, audio Bible, every day. And he's an elder
brother who preaches every Sunday from what he hears.

I wonder how many of us would do that. How eager such a person is to study the word, and he can't read
or write. Yeah? In the day of judgment, God will bring up such people before you and say, you knew how
to read and write.

Here's a person who did not know how to read and write. Did you do even 10% of what he did? Dear
brothers and sisters, let me tell you, the reason why we don't understand God's ways is because we don't
read his book. So let me share with you something about eternal life.

How many of you know this verse? Supposing somebody were to ask you, how can I get eternal life?
Would you quote this verse? New Testament verse, not an Old Testament verse. Romans chapter 2. I
don't think any of you would ever quote this verse to a person, because it's not a very popular verse.
Romans chapter 2, verse 6, God will render to every person according to his deeds, okay? God will render
to every person according to his deeds.

To those people who by perseverance, that means continuously working hard and doing good, and they
are doing good not to get honor from men, but seeking for glory and honor in immortality, God will give
eternal life. Have you ever read that verse? How to get eternal life? By patiently, continually doing good.
That means what gets God's approval and doing it not to get any honor from men, but to seek for eternal
glory and honor from God and an immortal, indestructible life.

God gives eternal life to them. I wonder if any of you have ever heard any preacher show you that verse.
And just by the way, Romans 2 comes before Romans chapter 6. How is it you missed it? Okay, I'll show
you one more verse.

Romans 6, and this is so close to verse 23, you could not have missed it. The previous verse, verse 22.
Now there are certain steps here.

You're freed from sin, Romans 6, 22. You become a slave to God, and from that, you're experiencing your
benefit or fruit, which is sanctification, and the final end, eternal life. How about that verse? And then it
says, but even that eternal life is a gift from God.

You can't take credit for it. So if you take verse 23 all by itself, you got it all wrong. And that's why most
Christians have got it all wrong, and that's why their lives are so shallow and so defeated, because they
don't read the whole scriptures.

It is written, I say it is also written. It is written the gift of God is eternal life, but it's also written in the
previous verse that it is being freed from sin and becoming a slave to God, and you get your benefit
resulting in sanctification and the final end, eternal life, which agrees with what we read in Romans 2, 7, to
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor, immortality, eternal life. But you see, I
thought salvation is free.
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Sure. I'm not talking about salvation. I'm talking about eternal life.

Those of you who think blue is green and yellow is red, I can't help you, but these are all different colors.
They all together comprise white. The rainbow has got seven colors that make white, but there are
different colors in it.

So now that I've confused you sufficiently, you can pay a little more attention to God's word. These are
words from scripture. God's word is simple, I'll tell you that.

But we have to take it exactly like it says. Okay, then what is eternal life? Now we have seen here how to
get it. Now let's ask ourselves, what is eternal life? John chapter 17 and verse 3. I mean, you couldn't get
a better definition than this.

It is given by Jesus himself. This is eternal life. That you live forever? No.

People who go to hell live forever. Yes. They are there where the fire never is quenched and the worm
never dies.

Living forever is not eternal life. Jesus said, this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God.
And if you see the context of it, as a father, because he says in verse 6, I have manifested your name to
these men whom you gave me.

He's talking about his 12 disciples, one of whom fell away. To these 11 people, I manifested your name.
You know what that name is? It's not Jehovah.

It was in the Old Testament. They already knew that. It's father.

They never knew that. You know, when God told Moses to go to Egypt, Moses said, if they ask, who sent
you? He says, tell them, I am that I am, in Exodus 3. And later on, he revealed himself as Jehovah or
Yahweh, we don't know which is the right pronunciation. It doesn't matter.

I don't need to find out the pronunciation, because I don't know him as Jehovah. I don't know him as I am
that I am, because I am not a Jew. I don't sing songs to Jehovah like a lot of Christians do.

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah. That's good for a Jew to sing. I sing, guide me, O my heavenly father,
because I'm not a Jew.

You know how many songs we sing without even thinking? Because we're not talking to God, we're just
enjoying singing just like all the young people enjoy rock music. That's how a lot of Christians sing. They
never think about what they're singing, to whom they're singing.

Heavenly father, I revealed your name. That's why Jesus said to his disciples, when you pray, don't pray
like those. Like in the Old Testament, pray our father who art in heaven.

For many years after I was born again, I did not pray to the father like Jesus commanded me to do,
because all the people around me never prayed to the father in the church. So, you know, when you're
little children, you just imitate the older ones. And my life was so insecure, I was so discouraged,
frequently depressed, constantly defeated by sin, inwardly backsliding, even though I knew the scriptures,
till a day came in my life after God filled me with the Holy Spirit, nearly 16 years after I was born again, that
I came to know God as my father.
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He had become my father earlier, but I never knew him personally, as I said, like if you have a father who
lives in Russia or the Gulf country, you never see him for 16 years, you just get occasional letters from
him. That's how I knew God. But then he came.

It's like that father finally after 16 years comes home and say, hey son, that's what happened to me. Have
you experienced that? Your father in heaven hugging you and saying, son, you're mine and I'm yours. It
made all the difference in my life.

It changed me from an insecure, discouraged, frequently depressed person, to one who was insecure, still
imperfect, but now the Christian life was not a drudgery and a struggle. I had experienced a little bit of the
Bible says about rest, because like it says here, Jesus said, I manifested your name to these men you
gave me. A day came in my life when Jesus manifested the father to me.

I want to say to you, my dear brothers and sisters, I know you've got a father in heaven. It's not enough.
John 17, 3, this is eternal life that they may know not about you, but know you, the only true God and know
you as a father.

That is the eternal life you need to have. It's not living forever. It's knowing the father.

This Jesus is defining eternal life. Do you love the truth? To love the truth means when you see something
in scripture, Jesus said later on in John 17, 17, thy word is truth. And if you love the truth, which is God's
word, and you discovered today for the first time in your life, that your whole understanding of eternal life
was wrong till today.

Are you willing to love the truth and say I was wrong? It's very difficult to say I was wrong, especially if
you've been a believer for many years. To say I was wrong all these years. I thought eternal life means I
live forever in heaven.

It's nowhere in scripture. You heard that from some preacher, and unfortunately you did not check up
scripture. You just believe that preacher, whatever he said, and there are a lot of lying preachers going
around.

They're not lying, they just don't know. I mean, when a maths teacher teaches you something wrong, it's
because he doesn't know. He's not telling you a lie.

That poor guy didn't study maths properly, and he's teaching you the wrong thing that he studied. Same
way, many preachers, they don't know, and they tell you something, and you don't check the scriptures.
Like I said, if you know, if you've got a bible in your language, and you don't check everything you hear in
a church, you deserve to be deceived.

Be like the Bereans, who search the scriptures, even when Paul preached, to see if it's right. That's what I
did, and as a young Christian, that's why I discovered so many things, which other preachers couldn't tell
me. Most of the things that changed my life, I'll tell you honestly, no preacher taught me.

A few things other preachers taught me, I'm thankful for that, and books, but most of the things I
discovered from my need. I didn't discover because I wanted to study something to preach. I had a need in
my life.
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When you go to God with a need in your life, you'll discover things in the scripture. When you go to God
just to prepare a sermon to preach in a church, you will have a sermon that won't change your life, or you'll
have some information and knowledge. A lot of people are pursuing knowledge, information, what should I
preach the next time I get to the church service.

I couldn't care less what I have to preach. I want to know God, and I wish somebody had told me that the
day I was born again. I'm sorry that it took me 16 years, but it doesn't have to take you that long.

Brother, I'll tell you something, make it the passion of your life to know God. To know God is eternal life, to
know him as a father, and it's not something that you finish with early. Not only to know God as a father,
but it says in verse 3, John 17 3, to know Jesus Christ, the son of God, as your elder brother, as your
forerunner, as your example.

If you know God as your father, and Jesus as your earthly example to follow, you've got it. But both those
things, I understood only 16 years after I was born again. And I didn't understand it by study.

I understood it because God filled me with the Holy Spirit. That's why I say that is the most important
requirement. We're not Pentecostals.

We're not Charismatics. Not in this church. I disagree with both those groups.

I love them, there are good brothers there. I love believers in the Methodist Church, and to tell you
honestly, I love some believers in the Roman Catholic Church as well. I'm pretty broad-minded that way.

But in most of these groups, I don't agree with a lot of their doctrines. That's what I'm saying. I don't
believe that the most important thing about being filled with the Spirit is speaking in tongues.

I speak in tongues. I've done that for 40 years, but that's not the most important thing. It's knowing God as
Father.

Knowing Jesus as my forerunner. That's what changed my life. Speaking in tongues didn't change my life.

Because knowing God as my Father, and Jesus as my forerunner. Let the Holy Spirit show that to you.
That's eternal life.

Let me show you 1 Timothy chapter 6. 1 Timothy chapter 6. Paul says to Timothy. Now remember, this is
Paul writing towards the end of his life when Timothy's already been working with him for 25 years.
Timothy's joined Paul probably when he was around 20.

Now he's 45. And he had spent those 25 years with Paul. Wholehearted, so wholehearted that Paul says,
When I look at all my co-workers, there's no one like Timothy.

He's the best of the lot. He says in Philippians 2.19, What does Paul write to the best of his co-workers?
Look what he says. 1 Timothy 6. There are a number of things he says there.

Concerning, you know, flee from the love of money, for example. In verse 10 and 11. And remember, the
Lord.

Verse 15 is, like one paraphrase says, The blessed controller of all things. He says in verse 19. Instruct
those who are rich in the world.
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I'm sorry. Yeah. 18 and 19.

To do good. To be generous. Ready to share.

Storing up for themselves. Treasure of a good foundation. That they may take hold of that which is truly
life.

And earlier on he tells them what is truly life. In verse 12. Fight the good fight.

And take hold of eternal life. That's the main thing. After he tells them to run away from the love of money.

In verse 11. You run away from something. What should I run towards? Eternal life.

You know, you can't run towards eternal life. If you don't run away from the love of money. If you don't
believe me, let's read it together.

Or let's read with me in your Bible. Verse 10. Love of money is a root of all sorts of evil.

You man of God. Verse 11. Run away from it.

Flee. And fight the good fight of faith against the love of money. And take hold of eternal life.

Instead of taking hold of more money. I am absolutely convinced. That it is the love of money that prevents
many believers.

From taking hold of eternal life. Their hands are already full. How can they take hold of that? Because their
hands are full.

Of the riches and pleasures and comforts of this world. I am not saying you should live in the slums. I don't
think Jesus lived in the slums.

I am saying don't run after it. Everything you have in your life, you should be able to say. I can say this.

Honestly, I stand before God right now and I say. I have never run after money from the time I was born
again. Not even as a full time worker.

I never went where I could get more money. I spent my life seeking the kingdom of God and His
righteousness first. God added a lot of things to me.

That should be your testimony at the end of your life. I got what I didn't pursue. I pursued eternal life.

The kingdom of God and His righteousness. And God gave me what I needed. As my needs increased,
He gave me more.

He will take care of you. Don't worry. But make eternal life your goal.

Then you are a wholehearted disciple of Jesus. You keep one eye on eternal life and one eye on making
more money. That's why you are where you are today.

Imagine, your life could have blessed thousands by now. But you are sitting in your little well. Thinking that
the whole world is in your well.
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It's like a frog in a well. Thinking the whole world is this well. There are oceans out there, you frog.

You don't know. Imagine if one day, my brother, sister, when you stand before the Lord and the Lord tells
you, you heard so much in CFC. If only you had responded to that.

If only you had trusted me fully and sought my kingdom and my righteousness first. Do you know how
much I could have done with your life? But you allowed the prince of the world to fool you that he could
offer you more than I could offer you. Ah, you are in heaven, but you wasted your earthly life.

The one life I gave you, where you could show your gratitude to me for dying on the cross for you, you
wasted. Don't let that be said about you, my brother, sister, when you stand before Jesus. I told the Lord
many times, I said, Lord, I'll never be satisfied going to heaven.

That's what other Christians are interested in. I'm interested in showing my gratitude to Jesus for dying for
me on the cross before I go to heaven. And I never forget, 21 years ago, when I had an accident on that
railway crossing, and I was driving my moped and I got knocked out by the level crossing.

Those guys put it down before I crossed, and I got knocked out, and I was unconscious, lying on the
railway line. And I almost died. But somehow God saved my life.

I just had a crack in my skull, and a shoulder dislocated. I got up and I said, Lord, I have not finished
saying thank you to you for dying for me. Give me a few more years.

He's given me 21 years more. Keep saying that to Jesus. Lord Jesus, I have not finished saying thank you
to you for dying for me.

I want to live for the things that are eternal. I want to lay hold of eternal life. And if it were easy, why would
he tell Timothy to fight a good fight? He'll take hold of it.

The kingdom of heaven suffers violence, Jesus said. And violent men take it by force. What does that
mean? You know that verse.

We are not people of violence on the outside. We are men of peace. We refuse to fight with people.

We pursue peace with all men. But inwardly, we are people of violence against the lusts in our flesh,
against the devil and the spirit of the world that seeks to enter our heart. We are men of violence.

And we take hold of the kingdom of heaven inwardly. A true disciple of Jesus is a man of peace on the
outside. You can never get him into a quarrel.

You can never get him into an argument. You can never get him into a fight. But inwardly, he's fighting the
devil and his lusts every day.

And the world. Till the devil is scared of him. Be a man and a woman like that.

From a young age, you young people. This is the only life worth living. I'm telling you exactly what I told my
own children.

And which I've told them for many years. This is the only life worth living. Fight the good fight and take
hold of eternal life.
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And if you've been a lazy, sluggish Christian till today, start the fight today. Say, Lord, I want to lay hold of
eternal life. I want to know you more and more.

As my father. You know, for so many years, I used to think of a God who was always frowning at me. Can
you imagine if you have a picture of a God who's, Oh, you're wretch.

And next time you pray to him, he's saying, Oh, you're wretch. You won't want to go to him anymore. Or a
God who says, Yeah, that was good.

But it's not good enough. That even when you struggle to do something, he says, Not good enough. You
won't want to go to such a God.

And that's why most of you don't like to pray to him. Who would want to talk to such a God? But that's a lie.
He's not like that.

He's a father who rejoices over you. He says in the Old Testament even, There's no mother who rejoices
over her child as much as I rejoice over you. God is a father and a mother.

Have you seen mothers? A woman didn't have babies for a long time. She finally has a baby. Have you
seen how she looks up to that child? She may be a poor beggar of a mother, but the glow in her face as
she looks at that baby and says all kinds of things which the baby can't understand.

But she's so excited. Have you ever thought of God looking at you like that? You say, Oh, but I'm so weak
and I do so many things. Yeah, that baby messes up so many things, but it doesn't make a difference to
that mother.

It took many years for me to believe that God looked at me like that. I always thought, I'm such a wretched
sinner. How can God look at me like that? It's because I didn't know the heart of God.

It's not like the heart of man. Think of a mother. Isaiah 49.

If you want to know what God is like, to know God is eternal life. Isaiah 49, verse 15. For those of you who
don't know this verse, know it today.

Verse 14, Zion says, The Lord has forsaken me. The Lord has forgotten me. Is that what you're saying?
And the Lord replies, Can a woman, that's a mother, forget her nursing child? She may forget her
three-year-old child for a few moments, but not her nursing child.

A child that is just born, that needs milk so many times a day. Won't forget that. Says, even they may
forget, but I will not forget you.

I've inscribed you on the palms of my hands. The wounds on his hands remind Jesus of you. I have
learned to talk to this God.

And that is why it's so enjoyable to talk to him. This is the Jesus who is my friend in my bridegroom, whom
I talk to. And it's not boring to talk to him.

Dear brothers and sisters, many of you say you're Christians. I want to introduce you to this God who's a
father and a mother. To this Jesus who's got you on the palms of his hands.
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This is eternal life, to know God as your father, who cares for you and loves you. To know this Jesus who
is your forerunner. You know, the book of Hebrews is the only book in the New Testament where you read
that title of Jesus called Forerunner.

So, eternal life is to know Jesus. And one way in which we need to know him is forerunner. Many
Christians know him as the good shepherd.

I am the way, the truth, and the life. I am the light of the world. I am the door.

I am the resurrection and the life. There are, I think, 7 I am's in the Gospel of John. But, forerunner.

He couldn't say that to his disciples when they were on earth. He told them in John 16, I've got many more
things to say to you but you can't understand them now because you don't have the Holy Spirit. When you
are filled with the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost you will begin to understand.

I can honestly say that. And God filled me with the Holy Spirit. I began to see things in Scripture I had
never seen before.

I want to urge you, my brothers and sisters, seek with all your heart to be filled with the Holy Spirit. And
you will receive power. Your eyes will be opened.

And you will receive power to follow Jesus as a forerunner. To fight the good fight. In Hebrews chapter 6, it
says about Jesus our forerunner.

In verse 20. Jesus our forerunner has entered, verse 19, inside the veil. You know in the Old Testament
there was a veil.

Behind that God lived. It says Jesus our forerunner, verse 19 and 20, has entered inside the veil. Not just
entered, entered as our forerunner.

That means we can also go behind him inside the veil. To get to know God. And that's why it says in
Hebrews 12, let us run this race looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.

Where is he running? Inside the veil. That's where he has taken me. Nobody in the old covenant could go
there.

When you are in the outer court, you mingle with all the believers who believe in forgiveness of sins and
water baptism. When you go into the most holy place, which is the second compartment of the tabernacle,
you meet with those who are serving God. And they talk about what I'm doing for the Lord here, and what
I'm doing for the Lord there.

I meet a lot of people like that. I'm doing this for the Lord there, I'm doing this for the Lord there, and I'm
doing this for the Lord there. This is a holy place.

It's good. We don't despise it. We should be doing a lot of things for the Lord.

But when you go into the most holy place, there you are not with people whose sins are forgiven, who
have gone beyond that. There you are not just with people who are serving God and gone beyond that.
There you are with people who are worshipping God.
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That's the greatest thing. To be a worshipper. Where you'd be very happy to just be with God for the rest
of your life.

I love that song, Father of Jesus in Eternity Loves Reward. What rapture it will be! Prostrate before your
throne to lie and gaze and gaze on Thee. You think that's boring, right? To lie for thousands of years there
before God's throne and just look at Him.

You see what I mean? That's what we're going to do for all eternity. Just gaze at Him. Boring, right? You
don't know God.

To me that's precious. When you get into the most holy place, you'll know that. Then you become a
worshipper.

When you realize this is the most wonderful thing of all. I'll tell you something. Jesus said, Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God.

If you're not interested in purity of heart, you'll never get there. The pure in heart will see God. The rest will
see their fellow believers all the time.

The rest will be serving God and doing this and doing that. But the pure in heart will see God. That's what I
want.

Because when I come out from the most holy place to serve people, there'll be a glow in my life. Just like
in Moses' face there was a glow. And if you come out from the most holy place, there'll be a radiance and
a glory in your life.

There'll be a radiance and a glory in your words, which you cannot produce by Bible study. I encourage
young people to share the word. You need to study the word.

You need to get into the most holy place. You need to rend the veil. Die to yourself.

Take up the cross. Get into the most holy place. Follow Jesus there.

And say, Lord, I want to live before you. And then there'll be a glow and a radiance in the words you
speak, even if you speak for two minutes. This is what I long that all of us will have.

Think of the blessing you could be to your relatives and your neighbors and in this church and wherever
you go. He is a forerunner. He has gone inside the veil.

This is another ministry of Jesus. And the book of Hebrews speaks more about this human Jesus. And just
so that you don't think that he doesn't believe in the deity, he spends one full chapter in chapter 1 in
Hebrews to say he's God.

Many, many things. He says he's God. He created the world.

The angels worship him. Even the Father calls him God and Lord. Jesus is God.

That's settled in one chapter. Now he says, let me go on to chapter 2 until the end of the book. He was
also a man.
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And that is what changed my life. All my Christian life I knew he was God even before I was born again.
But a day came in my life when I was gripped by the fact that Jesus became a man like me.

That he was tempted exactly like me. And there I saw the secret of godliness. 1 Timothy 3. We need to
know Jesus in this way.

This is a mystery, my brothers and sisters. A mystery means something that you cannot understand by
study. You can only understand it by the revelation of the Holy Spirit.

That's what the New Testament calls a mystery. If you could understand it by study then only the
intellectual people could grasp it. And a lot of Christians think that the more you study and if you're clever
you'll understand the Bible.

No, sir. You will not understand the Bible because you're clever. You'll understand the Bible by revelation
of the Holy Spirit.

Paul tells the Ephesians, I pray that the eyes of your heart will be opened. That God will give you the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him. He doesn't say read my epistle 10 times and study it
and look at the Greek words and the root meanings and all that.

He says, no, no, no, no, you need revelation. That's one of the things I prayed when God filled me with the
Holy Spirit. I said, Lord, if this is really a genuine experience the New Testament should be a new book
from today onwards.

I should be able to see things that I've never seen in 16 years of my study. And I did. This is a mystery.

1 Timothy 3.16 Great is the mystery of godliness. There are two great mysteries in the New Testament.
Many smaller mysteries.

Mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. Mysteries of iniquity. We don't have time to go into all that.

But two great mysteries. One is the mystery of how to live a godly life. And the other in Ephesians 5.32.
The mystery of the church being the body of Christ.

These are the two great truths that changed my life. God opened my eyes to see it. The secret of living a
godly life.

And the church, not as an organization, but as a body. So here's the great mystery of godliness. He was
revealed in the flesh.

God lived on earth as Jesus. In the flesh. And the word flesh is never used of Adam.

It's used of us. But, even though he came in the flesh, he was absolutely pure in his spirit. Declared
righteous by the Holy Spirit.

Whichever way you read that second statement. Vindicated by the Spirit. Justified by the Spirit.

Declared righteous by the Spirit. Or pure in his spirit. And even the angels watched it.

And beheld it. This is the Jesus we have proclaimed among the nations. And people have believed in him.
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He was taken up into glory. Great is this mystery of godliness. Turn back to Hebrews.

In chapter 2. After he has proved that Jesus Christ was God. He goes on to say in chapter 2 about his
humanity. See, there are two equal truths about Jesus.

He was 100% God. Always was. Even today.

But he's also 100% man. And that is what many people, they believe theoretically. But they don't get any
benefit from it.

Supposing you say Jesus Christ is God. But I never worship him. I never pray to him.

And then you don't really believe he is God. It's only a theory. I ask you, what is the practical result of your
believing that Jesus Christ is God? I'll tell you.

I pray to him. I worship him. I bow down to him.

I believe he's got all authority in heaven and earth. I believe he's God. Okay, then I ask, what is the proof
that you see him as a man? I'll tell you.

I believe I can actually walk as he walked. On this earth, he walked as a man. Hebrews chapter 2. It says
in verse 6. Somewhere someone has said, what is man? That you care for him.

You made him a little while lower than the angels. But you crowned him with glory and honor. But now,
verse 8. We don't see everything subject to man.

Do we? No. But we see Jesus. Who was made lower than the angels.

Why lower than the angels? Because he died. Angels don't die. He was made lower than the angels
because he was allowed to die.

But we see him crowned with glory and honor with everything under his feet by the grace of God. So this
what is man in verse 6 is referring to Jesus. He became a man.

That is the point he's trying to bring out here. And because he's a man, because he was made like us, his
brothers. Verse 17.

In everything. Therefore, he was also tempted. Verse 18.

And he suffered by denying himself in that temptation. He knows what you're going through when you're
tempted. He can run to assist you when you're tempted.

This is what I discovered. This is the secret of godliness. That through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to
running to assist me.

When the pressure of temptation becomes so great that I'm about to fall. And I say like Peter who's
sinking, Lord save me. In a moment he holds my hand and prevents me from sinking in that temptation.

And why did I sink? Because like Peter I turned my eyes away from Jesus and looked at the temptation or
looked at other people. As long as I looked at Jesus like Peter I could walk on the water. But walking on
water is a picture of overcoming sin.
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Because the law of sin is like the law of gravity. Why can't you walk on water? Because the law of gravity
will pull you down. How is it Jesus overcame it? Not as God but as a man in the power of the Holy Spirit.

If he overcame the law of gravity as God that day, he could not have told Peter to come out. Because
Peter was not God. But when he said, Peter you come.

And Peter walked on the water, that proved that even Jesus overcame the law of gravity by the power of
the Holy Spirit. And he said, Peter you can do it too. The greater miracle there is not Jesus walking on the
water.

The greater miracle is Peter walking on the water. And that is a message for me. Jesus said, you believe I
can overcome the law of sin and walk without sinning? Come out of that boat and walk.

That boat where we are sitting secure. I'm saved. I'm going to heaven.

And all the other disciples are saying, no, no, no. This is a dangerous doctrine. Don't go out there.

You'll drown. Say what you like. Jesus has told me to come out and step out and believe that I can
overcome the law of sin.

And I step out and experience something with all the other eleven disciples sitting in the boat don't
experience. And I have something to testify to. I walked on the water.

I overcame the law of gravity. But I got a bit scared and looked around and I sang. But thank God he didn't
let me down.

I cried out immediately, Lord save me. And as I was beginning to sink, he held me. He didn't give me an
exhortation.

Because by the time I reached the bottom of the lake, he held me and then gave me an exhortation.
Thank God. Solve your children's problems and then correct them.

Don't correct them and then try to solve their problems. Get the right order. Hold their hand and make
them stand.

Then advise them how to do it better next time. That's how God is. So, he runs to assist us in chapter 4.
Because he's a high priest, verse 15, who can sympathize with our weakness.

You know, what is our biggest weakness? It's not that we can't overcome the germs of flu or the germs of
the common cold or the germs that give us fever or the germs that give us diarrhea. Of course, those are
little things we can't overcome. But the biggest weakness we have is that we can't overcome temptation.

It's invisible, just like these germs that get into our bodies and give us all these little, little sicknesses. But
Jesus, it says here, Jesus can sympathize with our weakness because he was tempted just like us. In
every point, do you believe verse 15? I'll tell you honestly, I never believed it in my heart for 16 years
because I never saw Jesus, that he came in the flesh.

That he was tempted like me. So, I did not know how to live a godly life. I talked about holiness but I was
inwardly defeated.
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I'll tell you honestly. Till I got so fed up. You know what happened? Way back in 1974 when I was the
famous preacher in that Baptist church over there.

I was so defeated. I said, Lord, I'm going to quit preaching because I'm a hypocrite and these guys who sit
and listen to me in this Baptist church don't even know that. And the Lord said to me one Sunday morning,
you know, I used to pray for the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Indian and I would pray together. He was just as needy as I was. You didn't know I was more needy
than him.

We just cried out to God. We'd pray together, sometimes fast and pray. One day the Lord said to me, are
you willing to stand up in the church this Sunday morning and tell everybody, I am a hypocrite.

I've been preaching to you things which I'm not practicing. I said, yes, I'll do anything. I couldn't care less
what anybody in the world thinks about me.

Today there's another preacher preaching there when he gets up to speak and he gives the invitation. I'm
going to go forward first. I'm the most needy person in the church.

Something amazing happened that day. That preacher, he was from England. Every single time he
preaches, every time I've heard him, he always gives an invitation.

Those who want to be filled with the Spirit, come forward. That Sunday he did not. I wondered what
happened.

I'm waiting just to run forward and I don't get the invitation. I go home disappointed. As it were, the Lord
said to me, the people sitting there were bigger hypocrites than you.

I didn't want you to confess your sin to them. I had laid Isaac on the altar and the Lord said, I don't want it.
That's what happened that day.

I went home and I shared with this brother who was preaching that day about my need. We prayed
together. God met with me, filled me with the Holy Spirit and turned my life around.

Then a little later I began to see things in Scripture I'd never seen before about the new covenant. That
Jesus came in my flesh. I said, Lord, why didn't I understand this all these years I was studying, studying,
using concordances and commentaries and all that.

He said, it's not by all that. It's by revelation of the Holy Spirit. If you think you can get it by study, you'll get
the glory to your intellect.

You're cleverer than those fellows so you understood something. God has made it in such a way, just like
righteousness. You don't get the righteousness of Christ because you were better than that other filthy
sinner.

The thief on the cross was a murderer and a thief is in heaven on the same basis as I will go to heaven.
The worst sinner in the world, the prostitutes and thieves who get into God's kingdom get into heaven the
same way as I do. The same way with understanding God's word.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 16

Whether you're intellectually clever or stupid doesn't make a difference. God gives it on the basis of
revelation. That's when I began to understand He was tempted like me in all points and He did not sin.

Therefore what? Verse 16. Hebrews 4.16. Let us also go to this throne of grace so we can also get the
same grace that He had to help me in my time of need. And my time of need is when I'm sinking.

The law of sin is pulling me down like Peter into the water. That's my time of need. And I come and say,
Lord save me.

And you save me again and again and again and again and again. I'll tell you through these years in my
ignorance Paul said when I was a child I spoke like a child. When I grow up I speak in a more mature way.

And when I was a child in the early days of victory over sin I would say, God gave me victory over sin. And
the Lord said to me, don't say that. Say, Jesus kept me from falling.

Same thing, but it's got a little different ring about it. When you say, I got victory over sin and when you
say, Jesus kept me from falling. So today I say, Jesus keeps me from falling.

Not, I got victory over sin. Jesus keeps me from falling. What could Peter say when he came out on the
shore? Not, I walked on the water.

Jesus kept me from drowning. And that will be my testimony at the end of my life when I get up to heaven.
Jesus kept me from falling.

He can keep you if you see that he can sympathize with your struggles. Because he was tempted exactly
like you. And this is what I used to do when I was tempted.

You know, as a young man, I was only about 36 years old when I began to understand these truths. And
you know how 36 year old young men can be tempted in so many ways. And whenever I was tempted, I'd
say, Lord Jesus, when you were in Nazareth as a young man, you faced exactly these temptations as I am
facing right now.

You felt the pull like I feel. What did you do? I want to do the same thing. You're my forerunner.

I want to see your footsteps and run that race. And I saw his footsteps where he said no to his own will.
Cried out to the father for help.

And he was helped. Hebrews 5 and verse 7. In the days of his flesh. This is not when he was in heaven.

When he came to earth in our flesh. He prayed with loud crying and tears to the only one who was able to
save him from spiritual death. And he was heard.

He was heard means his prayer was answered. That proves that's not physical death. He never prayed to
be saved from physical death.

And if he did pray, it was not answered. But he did pray to be saved from spiritual death. Which is the end
result of sin.

So we read it like this. He prayed with loud crying and tears to the father. Keep me from falling into sin.
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And he was heard because of his godly fear. He had such a godly fear. Father I don't want to slip up and
sin even once in my thoughts or words or deeds or attitudes or motives because I have to present myself
finally on the cross as a perfect sacrifice to you.

See we don't take sin so seriously. Because we take the blood of Jesus is there. It doesn't matter if I slip
up and fall.

It doesn't matter if I lost my temper at my wife. I can always ask her forgiveness, ask the Lord's
forgiveness and move on. Jesus did not have that luxury of sinning occasionally and getting it forgiven.

Sorry. He couldn't afford to sin once in thoughts, words, deeds, attitudes, motives. That's why he prayed
desperately.

And I discovered that if I pray as desperately as he prayed inwardly with loud crying and tears, I
discovered how to pray with loud crying and tears in the heart without making a noise with my mouth. You
got to discover that. That means inwardly there's a terrific cry to God to keep you from drowning.

Keep you from falling down even a little bit. Keep me, keep me. Father I'm helpless.

I know without you I can do nothing. But with you I can do all things. Keep me, keep me.

And Jesus you're my forerunner. You prayed to the Father and the Father helped you. You'll help me now.

He runs to assist those because he knows our weakness. He knows that pull. That pull you are facing my
brother in whatever temptation you're falling into regularly.

You feel that pull which you're not able to overcome. You cannot control your anger. You cannot control
your sexual lust.

Jesus felt it. Believe it or not. He felt it.

And he prayed to the Father and the Father helped him the same way he will help you if you're serious
about it. If you're serious about laying hold of eternal life. God bless you.

Let's bow before God. Now there are many truths you have heard today that have come into your mind.
Will you pray to God that from your mind it will sink into your heart? From your mind it should sink into your
heart and grip your heart so that you live your life gripped by the truth of God.

By the secret of godliness. That Jesus is your forerunner. That he sympathizes with your struggle.

What a wonderful thing it is. We look for human sympathy. Don't look for human sympathy anymore.

There's someone greater than any man who sympathizes with you in your struggle. Whatever your
struggle is, my brother, sister. Do you have wayward children? Is that your struggle? Are you enslaved to
a lust which you'd be ashamed to let people in this church know about? Is that your struggle? Is anger
your struggle? Is love of money your struggle? Jesus can sympathize.

And he can help you. Just cry out to him. Say, Lord save me.

I don't want to fall anymore. I want to learn what it is to walk in your footsteps. To walk as Jesus walked.
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Heavenly Father, we thank you for such a wonderful salvation. And for such a wonderful Savior you've
given us. Not only one who forgives us, but who came to save us from our sins.

Thank you. I pray that everyone here will see this wonderful Savior. In the way that many here have seen
you as forgiver, I pray that they'll also see you as Savior from the sins that they are defeated by today.

Help us each one. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/9VxxLgBGKcs.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/knowing-the-father-and-jesus-video/
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