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Pharisees Do Not Mingle With Sinful People

by Zac Poonen

To be like Jesus, we must be willing to mingle with sinners and share the gospel with them.

Scripture: Matthew 5:16, Matthew 9:11, Matthew 28:19, Mark 2:16, Luke 7:34, Luke 15:2
Topics: "Evangelism", "Righteous Living"

Description

Zac Poonen preaches about the importance of being like Jesus, who was known as the 'Friend of sinners’,
contrasting the Pharisees' attitude of isolation from sinners. He emphasizes the need to be friendly with
all, including sinners, in order to share the gospel and win them to the Lord. Zac highlights how Jesus
spent time with sinful people, engaging with them without being defiled because His righteousness was
inward, challenging listeners to reflect on their own impact in bringing others to Christ and to overcome
Phariseeism to be effective in God's kingdom.

Transcript

The Pharisees said to Jesus disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with sinners?" (Matthew 9:11).

Pharisees will mingle only with their own crowd of "holy" Pharisees. They criticised even Jesus for
mingling with sinners. Is your holiness one that prevents you from mingling with your unconverted
relatives? It is true that we can find fellowship only with God's children. But we can be friendly with all.
Jesus was known as the "Friend of sinners". If you want to be like Jesus, you must be a friend of sinners.

A Pharisee will not attend the wedding reception of an unconverted relative, because he feels he will be
polluted thereby. Jesus however would have gladly attended an unconverted relative's wedding reception.
He went to the homes of sinners, where they probably had dancing and drinking going on. He would share
the gospel with those sinners. Contact with them didn't defile Him because His righteousness was inward.
It is true that He spent most of His time with His disciples. But He spent a lot of time talking to sinful
people. How can we win sinners to the Lord if we are not friendly with them?

A good question you can ask yourself is this: How many people in your church were brought to the Lord by
you? Even though you may have been in your church for 20 years, you may not have brought a single
person to Christ. Don't you think this indicates something about your life? Many elders too have not
brought a single person to Christ in many, many years. The reason could be that they are Pharisees. If
you honestly acknowledge your Phariseeism in this area, God can use you to bring others to Him.
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