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Seeking God for Power - Coming to an End of
Ourselves

by Zac Poonen

God waits until we come to the end of ourselves before giving us power and strength, and He invites those who
aresick and tired of themselves to come to Him and receive His strength.

Duration: 1:01:11
Scripture: Isaiah 40:29, Hosea 10:12, Luke 18:2-3, Luke 18:8, John 7:38, Acts 3:19, Revelation 2:4
Topics: "Power"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the idea of being filled by God. He uses the analogy of a boat
being filled with fish and a net being filled with fish to illustrate this concept. The preacher also highlights
the importance of waiting upon the Lord and exchanging our own human strength for God's strength. He
encourages those who are tired and worn out to come to Jesus and find renewal. The sermon concludes
with the message that when we come to the end of ourselves and give up all hope, that is when the Lord
can fill our lives with abundance.

Transcript

Before we go to prayer to wait upon the Lord, | would like to read from, first of all, a very familiar verse in
Isaiah chapter 40. Isaiah 40, it says in verse 30, verse 29, He gives power to the tired and worn out, and
strength to the weak. Like we sing in that song, when we have exhausted our store of endurance, when
our strength has failed before the day is half done, and when we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
our Father's full giving has only begun.

So, God waits until we come to the end of ourselves, before He gives. He never delivered the Israelites
from Egypt, till they had come to such a place of desperate need, where they not only had to make bricks,
they were not even given the straw to make bricks. It was a desperate situation, that's the time God came.

It's always like that, that God meets with people, when they come to a place of desperation, when they
have come to a place where there is no other way out. Like the children of Israel, when they came to the
Red Sea, there was no way out. And that's when God made a way for them through the Red Sea.

And we see also, when Jesus came to meet the disciples who had gone fishing, they went maybe seven
o'clock in the evening, and it says Jesus came and met with them early in the morning, maybe four or five
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o'clock in the morning. And He knew they were not going to catch fish, why didn't He come earlier? It's
because they had not come to an end of themselves. If He had come at midnight, they hadn't given up

trying.

At midnight they were still trying, two o'clock in the morning they were still trying. But when it was five
o'clock, they were just about ready to pack up and give up and say it's hopeless. And that's the time it says
the Lord came and met with them on the shore, and said cast your net on the right side and you'll find your
boat full.

That's a message that comes right through scripture, and we need to understand what God is trying to say
to us through that. You take the story of Lazarus, that when Jesus heard that he was sick he didn't go,
because a sick man has still got some strength left in him. But when he sank and sank and sank and died,
and then dead so thoroughly he was put in the grave for four days and he was beginning to stink, that
means even the body had started rotting away.

Then He came. It's always like that. He waits till we have come to an end of ourselves.

It's like that in the marriage of Cana. He knew the wine would run out, but He didn't produce the wine till
they had finished. And in our own life also, God waits till the wine of our own effort and ability and
resources runs out, we become dry, and then the Lord comes.

And when we think of that verse in Isaiah 30 which says that the Lord waits on high, what is He waiting
for? He is not waiting because He is reluctant to give us the Spirit. No. We don't have to pray today, Lord
send the Spirit.

That's a wrong prayer. It's two thousand years too late to pray, Lord send the Spirit. That's like praying,
Lord send Jesus to die for our sins.

Have you ever heard anybody praying, Lord please send Jesus to die for our sins? | mean it is as stupid a
prayer as to say, Lord send the Spirit to the earth. The Spirit is already poured out upon the earth, but
upon us. Yeah, that we can pray.

The Spirit will be poured out upon us and we might be filled. But He has already come to the earth. He is
already being poured out from heaven.

He is already in the earth. But we have to open ourselves and we have to come to the end of ourselves
before He will meet. If He sees that we are sick, He will wait.

When we have died and the stench has started coming out, that it is hollow death, that we have really
given up all hope of ever being able to come to a life of victory, of ever being able to catch fish, of ever
being able to serve the Lord, of ever being able to do anything for God. At that point, when we are about to
give up, is the time when the Lord stands on the shore and tells us to cast the net on the other side and
you will find a multitude of fish waiting to fill our lives. The boat was filled, the net was filled and our hearts
can be filled.

So throughout scripture we learn that lesson. It says here, He gives power to the tired and worn out and
strength to the weak. When we are tired and worn out, He gives strength to the weak.
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And, that's verse 29. Verse 30, even the youths shall be exhausted and the young men will all give up.
See, young men are people who have a lot of energy, they can run, they can fight, they can do so many
things, but they will also give up.

But, those who wait upon the Lord, shall renew or exchange their strength. Exchange their own human
strength for God's strength. Isn't that a good exchange? It's like some millionaire walking down the street
and telling a beggar, sitting in the corner with his tin can, shall we exchange our wealth? You give me
what's in your tin can and I'll give you what's in my bank.

| mean, person's got to be an idiot not to take that exchange. That's what it means, they that wait upon the
Lord shall exchange their strength. Say, Lord, I'm tired and worn out.

Jesus said, come to me all those who are weary and heavy laden, those who are fed up, those who are
disgusted with themselves, those who are sick and tired of themselves. There is an invitation that comes
out this evening, from the throne of grace, to all people who are sick and tired of themselves, to all people
who are fed up with themselves. And how do you know you are fed up with yourself? Well, one mark is
you don't have a complaint against anybody else.

| can guarantee my brother, sister, if you have one smell, just a smell, a trace of a complaint or a grudge
against another human being, you're not sick and tired of yourself yet. Maybe you are a little bit sick and
tired, but not really sick and tired of yourself, because you are sick and tired of yourself up to a certain
point, but you're also sick and tired of somebody else. | want to be in the place where I'm sick and tired of
nobody but myself.

I am not sick and tired of anybody. | can testify that before God's face. There is no human being in the
world I'm sick and tired of, but I'm pretty sick and tired of myself.

And so if | keep myself there, | know | have an open door to come to Jesus anytime, anytime. He invites
me. Come to me all you who are sick and tired of yourself.

You see why so often we cannot come to Jesus? Because we don't qualify. We don't qualify. You know
when you want to enter a college, even in the kindergarten they have interviews now.

You have to qualify. Do you qualify? Otherwise you are rejected. And to come to Jesus also, if you want to
join some big institute of engineering or something, you have to qualify.

You can't just walk in and say, I'd like to be here. We'd like to be there, but you've got to qualify, brother.
That's what they tell you.

You've got to qualify. Otherwise you can't come in. All those here are those who qualified.

And the Lord says, you've got to qualify, otherwise you can't come. The qualification is, are you sick and
tired of yourself? Or are you sick and tired of your husband, or wife, or neighbor, or brother, or sister, or
somebody else? Then you don't qualify. But if you have tried, and given up, you've tried all night and
caught nothing, just been defeated, you qualify.

Provided you are broken and humble about it, and provided you have not given up faith, there are three
categories of people. There are those who are proud and self-confident, there are lots of people in the
world like that, lots of believers also, they don't qualify. Capable, qualified, in their own eyes, they have not
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qualified before God to come to Jesus.

And then there is another category of people, who are sick and tired of themselves, they also don't qualify.
But there is a third category of people, who are sick and tired of themselves, and who trust God, also.
Lord, even though | am good for nothing, even though | am a total failure, | trust you, that you can still do
something with me.

That is the quality of people, the quality which God looks for. Not just that | am sick and tired of myself,
there are a lot of believers like that. We are, | am pretty rotten, | am useless, | am a failure.

They have no faith that God can do anything with them. Nothing will happen with them. So remember,
there are three categories of people.

One, those who are proud and self-confident, and the other, those who are sick and tired of themselves,
and both will never find the way into the kingdom. But, those who are really recognized, they are total
failures in life, and they say, yet Lord, | believe that you came for total failures. | believe you came for
people who are thoroughly defeated.

If you can have that faith this evening, God can do wonders for you. But if you are only moaning and
groaning that you are such a failure and you are defeated, and you keep feeling sorry for yourself that you
are such a sinner and you are rotten, no, that's not enough. Jesus didn't say, all those who moan and
groan, come to me.

Those who are sick and tired of themselves and who have faith to come to him, who when he says, come
to me, come. Not those who stay far away and say, Lord, Lord, | am a failure. No.

But those who say, | am a failure, but | am going to come. Do you have that faith? How many of us have
that faith to say, | am a failure, but | am going to come? Because Jesus invites such people. According to
your faith, be it unto you.

In many, many situations, | can testify. When | look back over the years of my life, and when | feel | failed
the Lord, | have come to him and said, Lord, | don't claim that | have not failed you. | have failed you.

But | am going to come, because you invite such people like me to come. And | have found the blessing of
the Lord upon my life. | have found he has brought me to rest.

I have found the fulfillment of that scripture which says, those who wait upon the Lord shall exchange their
strength. Because he gives power to those who are tired and worn out, and strength to the weak. So, the
youth shall be exhausted.

The young men will give up. Yeah, that will happen. Zealous people will give up.

But, if you wait on the Lord, you won't give up. You will exchange your strength for God's. What is the
fullness of the Spirit? It's God's strength.

I will exchange it. And | will renew it. And we need to renew it, because even if God is met with us once,
we need to renew.

It's like food, you know. You can't live on yesterday's food or last week's food. Even the manna, they had
to get it every day from heaven.
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You couldn't live on yesterday's manna. It had to be renewed. Strength had to be renewed.

Every day, renewed, renewed, renewed. Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. What
shall they do? They shall mount up with wings like eagles.

Wonderful, that's the life God wants all of us to live. Brothers and sisters, to mount up with wings like
eagles, not to be earthbound, but to, if there are mountains in the way, to fly over those mountains, that
they will not stand in our way, that we shall not be depressed and discouraged because of that mountain
or obstacle in the way, but like eagles we'll go over them. That's God's will for you.

You qualify, brothers, sisters, if you are sick and tired of yourself alone and sick and tired of nobody else.
Come unto me, the Lord says, all those who are sick and tired of yourself alone and sick and tired of
nobody else. He will give you strength to mount like wings of eagles and wings like eagles and you will run
and not be weary.

That's a wonderful thing. When you think of these people who run 26 miles, a marathon race, they run and
run and run, their legs pain but they don't give up and they continue. And the Lord says, you'll continue.

Year after year after year after year, you will run. Many people can run only when they have exciting
experiences. They like to have thrilling experiences.

They like to have emotional experiences where they get thrilled and excited. Then they can run. But a man
of God is one who can run when there are no exciting experiences.

Paul was in jail for many years of his life. There was no meeting even, no Bible. He was, no emotional
experiences, only the hard cold cell of that jail and he was steady.

And when you can, God will give you strength to be steady in the ordinary routine of life. You know,
emotional prayer meetings can be very exciting. But those who live from one emotional prayer meeting to
another emotional prayer meeting are not really growing up to be men of God.

Men and women of God are those who can live faithful to God, run when there is nothing exciting. Do the
daily routine of life with joy, filled with the Holy Spirit, with no complaint. Youths will faint, but they will run.

Those who wait on the Lord will run and not be weary. They will walk and they will not faint. They will
never give up.

And they will finish the race with joy. When Jesus comes, they will be there to meet Him in the air because
they would have finished the race. They wouldn't fall by the wayside.

They wouldn't be distracted by all the temptations on both sides of the road. They've got their eyes on
Jesus. Their heart is taken up with devotion to Him who died for them.

Last Sunday when we were singing that song, Amazing, no, not Amazing Grace, And can it be that |
should gain an interest in the Saviour's blood? Died He for me who caused His pain? | thought of that. Did
you think of it? | caused His pain? Have you ever felt that you caused Jesus' pain? We thought it was the
Roman soldiers who nailed Him and caused Him pain. Died He for me who caused Him pain? Who
caused His pain? Who caused it? | was the cause of His pain.
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My sin was the cause of His pain. And then it goes on to say, For me who Him to death pursued. Picture
that in your mind.

The people chasing Jesus to Calvary. Come on. Come on.
Carry the cross. Pick it up. Take it up there.

Stretch out your hands. Let me put the name in. For me who pursued Him to death? Yeah, we've got to
have eyes to see that.

| believe there are few believers who have seen that. That we pursued Him to death. Yeah, | have more
light on that when | understand that | also have to be crucified with Christ.

And in every temptation where | do not choose to die to myself, | am pursuing Him to death. Even today.
You see, either | die or Christ dies today.

It says about those who crucify the Son of God afresh. In Hebrews 6. How can we crucify the Son of God
afresh? Not physically. Nobody can touch Him now.

But there are people, it says in Hebrews 6, who are crucifying the Son of God afresh. How is that? That is
when we refuse to be crucified ourselves. Supposing | have a difficulty with a brother.

And | am evil towards him. Or | have a bad attitude towards him. Even if | am cordial on the outside.

What am | doing? | am refusing to die myself. | am refusing to be crucified myself in that situation. He may
be wrong.

He may be 100% wrong. It makes no difference. | still have no right to crucify Him.

Because when | crucify Him, | crucify the Lord. What did Jesus mean when He said, Inasmuch as you did
it to the least of these my brothers. What is the rest of the verse? You did it to me.

Inasmuch as you spoke evil about the least of these my brothers. You spoke evil of me. Have you
understood that? Inasmuch as you desired something bad to happen to the least of these my brothers.

You desired that something bad should happen to me. Who has seen that? Ya, when we see that, it will
really change our attitude to one another. We need to meditate on these scriptures.

That the way | treat the youngest and the weakest and the poorest of God's children and particularly those
of God's children who are not able to hit back. You know some of God's children are pretty strong with
Adam's strength. That even if you hit them, they know how to hit back.

Well, they can take care of themselves. What | mean is, if you say something about them, they know how
to say ten things against you. They can handle you.

| am not talking about such people. They can defend themselves. | am talking about the defenseless.

| am talking about those who don't know what to say. When you say something about them. Who are
dumb.
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Who are weak. Who don't know how to speak evil about you when you do something to them. Those are
the least among God's people.

And God has a special care for them. The widows and the strangers and the fatherless and the helpless.
He has a special care for them.

Who have no strength in themselves to defend themselves. Who are weak. Not in the Old Testament.

He spoke about the stranger and the widow and the fatherless. The application in the New Testament is
weak. That | am weak.

| am weak in myself. | don't know how to speak back. | don't know how to hit back.

| know how to be quiet. Inasmuch as you do something bad to the least and the weakest of my brothers or
sisters, the Lord says, in the final day you will discover you did it to me. That's a pretty serious thing.

Me who pursued him to death. | never pursued Jesus to death. | want to ask you whether you pursued any
brother in the church to death.

Did you pursue any sister to death? Then you pursued Jesus to death. Then you were with that crowd
shouting to Jesus, pick up the cross now, come on. Pursuing Jesus to death.

Because you did that in his body. You know the Bible says how we can take part in the Lord's table, the
breaking of bread and not discern the body. That means | harm a brother and | don't realize that I'm
harming the body of Jesus.

Do you know who was the one who among all the apostles who had a revelation on the body of Christ as
the church is the body of Christ and who spoke about it more than all the other apostles? Who was that?
Who? Paul. Paul speaks about the body of Christ more than anybody else. Where did he get that
revelation of the body first? On the road to Damascus.

When he heard a voice from heaven saying, Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? That was the
beginning of his revelation of the body of Christ. He said, Lord, you? I've never persecuted you. Then he
got a revelation.

That all those people whom he had been pursuing to death were actually the body of Christ. And oh, how
he repented. And he decided that that body which he had persecuted, he would build from now on.

And Saul of Tarsus became a new man. How many of us will take that decision? That that body of Christ
which we have harmed and hurt and wished evil against because they were not like us. Some brother or
sister didn't exactly fit in with our idea of how a brother or sister should be.

You know, all of us are so strong in ourselves that we have certain ideas and opinions how another
brother or sister should be. They should be like this. And when they are not like that, we pull back a little.

Some we pursue to death. Some we just act cold towards. And one day we will hear the Lord say,
inasmuch as you were cold towards the least of these my brothers, you were cold towards me.

And we will say, Lord, when was that? When were we cold towards you? Have we seen the body? Or are
we still blind to the body of Christ? It's possible, dear brothers and sisters, that we are blind. We don't have
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our eyes open. Maybe we see dimly like that man who could see men like trees walking.

And we need to ask the Lord to touch us afresh so that we can see the body. That when | touch the body, |
touch Christ. When | touch the brothers and sisters who are so weak and maybe so foolish and who have
so many limitations, but whom Jesus has still accepted for the glory of God, that | touch the body of Christ
there.

If I do good to them, | do good to Christ. That also he will say. And we say, Lord, | don't remember doing
any good to you.

And he will say, Oh yes, | remember how you did good there to at least one of my brothers. And
sometimes when you did not even, could not, did not have the opportunity to do good, at least you wished
good. That itself is something.

Sometimes we don't have the opportunity, but we wish good. Wonderful. If we can be like that.

Shall we change our way, brothers and sisters? Shall we like Saul of Tarsus, see Jesus in our midst this
evening and hear him saying to us, My child calling you by name, brother, sister, what is your name? He
calls you by your name, Saul, Saul. Why are you persecuting me? Why are you harassing me? Why are
you troubling me? Why do you have a wrong attitude towards me? The Lord is saying. Why do you have a
grudge against me? The Lord says.

You say, Lord, | don't have a grudge against you. The Lord says, Oh yes, you do. You do have a grudge
against me.

Can you say no, you don't? Can you stand before Jesus and say, No, Lord, | don't have a grudge against
you? Be honest. | pray the Holy Spirit will show us our sin. The seriousness of it.

The seriousness of hurting the Lord. And that we shall repent and mourn and weep. And say, Lord, what |
need is a fresh revelation of the body of Christ.

See what Jesus' body is really like. | thought they were just brothers and sisters. | see they are your body.

| thought they were just difficult brothers and sisters. No, they are the body of Christ. And so, let's turn to
the book of Hosea and chapter 10.

And verse 12. Hosea 10, verse 12. In the middle of that verse it says, Plow the hard ground of your hearts.

What does it say? Plow the hard ground of your hearts. For now is the time to seek the Lord, that he may
come and rain salvation and righteousness upon you. Now is the time to seek the Lord, brothers and
sisters.

Just like the rain can come only when the ground is plowed. Plow the ground. There is one meaning to
that word, plow the ground.

The hard ground of your hearts. That means break it. Break those hard clods.
Repent. Mourn. Of wrong attitudes, of unrighteousness.

Turn, turn from all that you know to be sin in your life. All financial matters, they are sinful. All impurity of
every sort.
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Plow the hard ground. Turn. All unrighteousness.
Turn. All impurity. All lack of love.
All hardness. The loss of your first love. That fervent devotion that you had for Christ once upon a time.

Where Jesus Christ was everything to you. Where you desired nothing on earth but him. Now other things
on earth become more important.

Repent of that. Plow the hard ground of your hearts. Repent of impurity.
Is there impurity in your life? Repent of it, brother, sister. Turn. Plow the hard ground.

Don't pursue Jesus to death. You can pursue Jesus to death with your impurity. Crucify the Son of God
afresh.

Have you turned back to your vomit? Maybe years ago you vomited out something. Maybe last year when
God met with you. It was exactly a year ago when we had prayer meetings like this.

And God met with some of us. Many of us, | believe. And at that time we vomited out certain things.

We decided to get rid of certain things from which were inside us. Bad things. Things which we did not
want to digest.

We threw it out. Vomited it out. Good.

What's happened now? Have you gone back to those things you vomited a year ago? Then the proverb is
fulfilled. The dog has turned to his own vomit. It is better for such people that they had never known the
Lord than to know Him and turn from righteousness.

Brother, sister, let's stir one another up. Let's seek God. Let's wait on Him.

Let's plough up that hard ground of our hearts. And then seek the Lord. How long shall we seek Him? We
shall seek Him until He comes and reigns righteousness upon us.

Yeah, | want to do that. To wait upon the Lord until He comes and reigns righteousness upon us. Praise
the Lord that we can do that.

It is God's will to pour out the latter rain upon us. To pour out the Spirit. Let's come to Him with faith.

And say, Lord, | want to trust You. | want to be open to You as we wait on the Lord. Let's come with a
heart that's open in faith.

You know, the Bible says, as many as received Him, to them He gave the power to become the children of
God, even to those who believe on His name. Which means, believing is the same as receiving. Jesus
said, if anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.

That is to open your mouth. Open your mouth, brother, sister. And drink.

He who has no money, come to the waters. It's free. Everyone who is thirsty, let him come.
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And the Spirit and the bride are both saying, come. And he who is thirsty, let him come. And drink from the
living waters that are flowing from God's throne.

You don't have to fulfill any conditions. If you are sick and tired of yourself and of nobody else, you have
already fulfilled, you have already qualified. Come and drink.

Open your mouth now. That means open your heart. The mouth is in the heart.
Open it to receive that water. And say, Lord. Picture that in your mind, you know.

How you open your mouth to receive a mouthful of a waterfall coming down from some mountain. How
refreshed you feel standing under that waterfall. And say, Lord, that's what | want now.

In my heart, | want to open my heart to you. And stand under that waterfall that was poured out on the day
of Pentecost. Because Jesus Christ died, He has purchased the Holy Spirit for us.

Because He has gone up to the right hand of the Father, He has poured out the Holy Spirit. | say, Lord. |
don't have to qualify.

| don't need anything else. | just come as a needy person. As a thirsty person who is in need, | occupy only
with myself and with Jesus.

I am not thinking of anybody else. During this time that we wait on the Lord, | for my part, | don't want to
think about anybody else. | want to think about myself and the Lord.

Then | know | will be a blessing to the others. | don't want to think about anybody in a negative way. That's
what | mean.

Nobody. | don't want if such a thought comes, if | find that | have a negative attitude towards someone that
the Holy Spirit reminds me of, while | am on my knees, | want to confess it and forsake it. Or if the Lord
reminds me on my knees that | have lost my first love, | want to forsake it.

Whatever the Lord reminds you when you are on your knees, confess it, some impurity, confess it, some
love of money, some pursuit of something earthly, confess it, forsake it, break the hollow ground and say,
Lord, | want to open my heart. | want to be filled. | want the things of heaven to be more important to me
than the things of earth.

| want to be alert to the things of eternity. | want the fire to burn in my heart. | want the coldness, the
lukewarmness to be driven out.

| pray there will be hunger and thirst in our hearts that God will see this evening in all of our hearts a great
desperate longing for purity, for love, for goodness to be more like Jesus. And deeply repent of all the
things that you vomited that you went and ate back again, vomited out again and say, Lord, give me one
more chance. | never want to go back to this again.

Think, dear brother, sister, if there are things that you vomited out and stir yourself up from that
sluggishness. There are people here who should have been spiritual fathers by now who are spiritual
babies. There are people here who should have been spiritual mothers by now who are spiritual babies.
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There are people here who should have been a blessing to others, helped others, been concerned about
others but only occupied with themselves. Is that the way it should be? Rivers of living water should flow
out from us to bless others around us, strengthen others, challenge others, encourage others. But it's not
flowing.

It's all clogged up for myself. Let's repent of that self-centeredness, selfishness and seek God with all our
hearts. Say, Lord, whatever you revealed to me, break.

| want to come back to my first love. | want the fire of God to burn in my heart. Jesus said, When the Son
of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth? That is in Luke 18 verse 8. And that is in the context of
asking and then giving up because | didn't get when | asked the first time.

Or | didn't get when | asked the tenth time. Or | didn't get when | asked the one hundredth time. What is
the mark of faith here? In the parable Jesus spoke about the widow that went to this judge in verse 2 and 3
of Luke 18.

And she was being harassed by an enemy. It's a picture of the way the church and the weak believers are
harassed by Satan. The widow is a picture of a weak person.

They keep on asking and it looks as if the answer has not come. But she kept on going even though this
was such a godless man. And so finally he answered her and gave her justice because she persisted.

And the Lord said in verse 7, Shall not God bring about justice for his elect? And the one mark of his elect
is they cry to him day and night. It doesn't mean just one day and night. | think it means many days and
nights.

Now if you ask me, why doesn't God answer our prayer when we just ask him once? | don't know all the
answer to that. You know like with earthly fathers, the father's son doesn't have to keep on asking his
father for bread before the father gives him bread. It's just once.

In fact very often, without even asking the mother has put the breakfast on the table. These human
illustrations are all limited. But | can think of one or two reasons.

One is, we don't value anything that we get cheaply. It's a fact. You look around in your house.

What are the things you keep under lock and key? Only those things which you have paid a price for. You
don't put old newspapers inside the steel cupboard and lock them up lest anybody steal them. Because
what are old newspapers worth? It's what you have paid a price for that you value.

And | think that's one reason why God allows us to seek. The ordinary things like food and drink which
don't have any eternal value, we get almost without even asking. | mean most of us didn't pray today give
us this day our daily bread and we still got it.

Those things don't have any value. But the things that really have value, God allows us to seek. Because
the more we seek and the more we wait on Him, the more we value whatever we receive, when we
receive it.

That's one reason. | think another reason why God allows us to cry day and night like it says here is so
that during that period we get more light on ourselves. You know the more we wait on God, the more we
cry to Him, we get a little more light.
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I myself got a little more light yesterday on what it means to persecute the body of Christ, to touch the
body of Christ. | mean | knew the theory of it for years. But it became a little more, | have to testify, it
became a little more living to me yesterday.

That it's a very serious sin to touch a member of Christ's body. Now you heard me say that, but one day it
will hit you like a revelation. And then it will mean something to you.

| also heard this many, many times, but it didn't hit me. But it's hit me a little bit yesterday, I'm sure I'll see
more on it, that to touch a member of Christ's body is a very serious sin. Whoever that is, it doesn't have to
be in our church.

It can be somewhere else, someone we don't agree with, or someone who doesn't work with us, someone
who casts out demons and doesn't follow along with us. Yeah, yeah. It doesn't matter who they are.

It's a very serious sin to touch a member of Christ's body, or it could be somebody in our midst. A member
of Christ's body to discern the Lord's body. | saw it more clearly, what the breaking of bread is, to discern
the Lord's body and then to break the bread.

There | see the seriousness of breaking bread without discerning the body. So you see, the more we cry
out to God day and night, now | think if we just had a very short time of prayer, five minutes or something,
maybe | wouldn't have seen it so clearly. And a lot of things we don't see so clearly because we rush out
of our time of prayer.

So another reason why God allows us to wait upon Him is so that certain truths dawn upon us. And | think
another reason why we need to pray day and night is because this flesh is such a tremendous hindrance.
You know the veil in the Old Testament temple, which is a picture of the flesh which is between man and
God, to break through that veil, to tear that veil, it takes time.

To break through into God's presence, to get that light to dawn upon our soul, it takes time. It doesn't
come to those who are in a hurry, who go in and out. They get nothing.

So God allows us to wait on Him. And | think another reason is that God wants to dethrone our cleverness,
our intellect. | have a theory, | don't have any scripture for it, but | think we may find it to be true, that in the
day when we stand before Jesus, we will discover that it was the clever people who prayed less.

The more intelligent people were, the less they prayed, we will discover in eternity. And it's the more stupid
people who prayed more. | have a theory about that, | think it's true.

Except those who have dethroned their intellect and made themselves like the stupid people. Because the
cleverer we are, the more we reason as to why we should pray, and we end up not praying at all. But the
stupid dumb person, he doesn't reason.

That's what it means to be like a little child. A child doesn't argue, he's not able to argue with his father.
The more children grow up, the more they can argue.

| mean, a six-month-old child doesn't argue at all. But have you noticed with your children, the more they
grow, the more they can argue back to you, because they are cleverer. The strength of their intellect has
become more and more and more and more and more and more, and they drift further and further away
from God.
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What does it mean to become a little child? It means to come back to that place where | cannot argue,
where | cannot reason, where | cannot question why. | just simply pray. Have you found how easy it is to
get a small child to say, now shall we pray to Jesus? And the child will say yes.

But the older it grows, the more difficult it is to get that child to pray to Jesus, because it has become
cleverer now. It has learned grown-up ways. It has learned to argue.

It has learned to question. And the more clever it is, the more it has drifted away from God. And so, God
allows us to wait to dethrone our intellect.

Not to destroy it. | never want to destroy my intellect. To destroy my intellect would be like destroying
some part of my body, which God created.

I'll never destroy it. I'll never destroy anything that God created. But to dethrone it.

That means it doesn't have the prominent place. It's like a wife. If a wife is the boss in the house, the
solution is not to shoot her.

No, that's not the solution. The solution is for her to understand her place and be subject to her husband.
And so, for the intellect to be subject to the Holy Spirit, not to be shot and get rid of.

No, if | didn't have an intellect, how would | study the scriptures? But | don't want the intellect to go to the
place where it is taken over from the Holy Spirit to question and argue. I'll tell you my testimony, even after
being a Christian for 34 years. There are so many things | cannot explain as to why God doesn't do certain
things and why God does certain things.

| cannot explain it. But when | come to the limit of my intellect, | say, yeah, | can't explain it, but I believe. |
believe God is a loving father.

| believe Satan has been defeated on the cross. There are many, many things | cannot explain. All these
heathen religious leaders who started all these various religions in the world.

| don't know why God allowed them to start it. | mean, | often think if it were with my wisdom, | would have
killed off all those people when they were babies, so that they would never have started these heathen
religions. Isn't it amazing that God allowed these people to live and start false religions? Why does God
allow so many people to be killed in a war and bomb blasts and so many innocent women to be molested
and so many things happen in the world.

So many poor people, always poor beggars, lepers and so many crooks who are becoming richer and
richer. | just don't know. | must admit that if | were in God's place, | would do things very differently.

| would run this world in a completely different way and it would probably end up in chaos. Thank God, |
don't have to run the world. God is running the world perfectly.

| can't explain it. There are hundreds of things like this | cannot explain. There are many of God's dealings
in my own life.

Till today, | cannot explain it. Why God allowed those things to happen and why? | cannot explain it. But, |
come to the limit of my intellect and | say, Lord, | believe you have done all things well.
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That is a clear testimony. That is to dethrone the intellect. Not to destroy it.

| have my opinions. | use my intellect, but | wait on the Lord and | dethrone the intellect and | say, Lord, |
cannot explain why you have asked me to wait on you. Why you want us to pray again and again for the
same thing.

Jesus prayed again and again in the Garden of Gethsemane for the same thing. | say, | don't know and |
don't want to know the answer. If God doesn', if it doesn't please God to explain it, | say, | don't want the
explanation.

| just obey. See, there is a difference between the obedience of reason and the obedience of faith. And we
really need to understand that.

In the Old Testament, there was no faith. It was the obedience of reason. You went to an Israelite and you
asked him, Why are you obeying God? He says, Because | want my fields to prosper.

He has got a reason for it. You ask another Israelite, Why are you obeying God in your family? Because |
don't want my children to get sick. Deuteronomy 28 says that my children will get sick if | don't obey.

He has got a reason. Why are you honoring God with your tithes? Why are you giving 10% so faithfully?
It's quite a sacrifice, isn't it, for you to give 10%7? He'd say, Because it says that if | give tithe, God will open
the windows of heaven and bless me. He has got a reason for it.

But when you come to the New Testament, there are no reasons. It's faith. It's obedience of faith.

I mean, | may not get anything in return, but I'm still going to do it. It's the right thing to do. Because it's the
right thing to do, even if | get no reward for it.

| still do it. That's faith. And like Jesus, when he went to the baptism, he didn't need to be baptized.

It was obedience of faith. When God told Adam, Don't eat of that tree, he never gave him an explanation.
Oh, so many reasons why you shouldn't.

Do you think God could not have given him at least 10 reasons? He could have given him 100 reasons
why you should not eat of that tree. Even | can think of a few. Now that | have the Holy Spirit.

But God gave Adam no reason. Only a word. Don't eat of it.

No reason. What? In other words, why should you obey? Only one reason why you should obey. Because
| believe that a loving Father has commanded it.

Okay, when we wait on God in prayer, we say, Lord, | don't know what value there is in waiting. | can't
explain it. | don't know why | have to pray again and again for the same thing.

| don't know why | have to wait on you. But | obey. | obey your word like a little child.

| dethrone my reason and | wait on you and | get up blessed. And all the others who have reasons and
guestions and who have not learned to dethrone their intellect, they get up empty, full of their questions
and their arguments. Dear brother, sister, don't be stupid.
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Don't be stupid. Your intellect will lead you astray. There is a verse in Romans 1 which says, professing to
be wise, they became fools.

Professing to be wise, they became fools. Let's not be like that. Let's humble ourselves and say, Lord, |
bow before you.

It's a wonderful picture when | bow my head. | am taking this intellect of mine and bowing it down and
saying, Lord, this is incapable of understanding you. You are beyond my intellect.

Way beyond it. | humble myself. | wait on you and even if | can't explain the reason to all the clever people
in the world, | do it because Jesus said in Luke 18.1, | must always pray and never lose heart.

Okay, | am going to do it. | may have no explanations. When the Son of Man comes, will he find such faith
on the earth? That is, people who have faith to do what God says even though there is no intellectual
explanation for it.

May God find in our midst those who have faith to wait on the Lord and who will open their hearts in simple
faith and receive. That's another part of faith that | want to have like a little child, just to open my heart like
a little child. I want to consciously be like a little child when | am on my knees now.

| want to encourage you when you are on your knees, consciously, say, Lord, | want to be like a little child
now. | don't want to be like a clever man or a clever woman kneeling down here, like a little child in
simplicity, having no understanding or explanations as to why all this is necessary, but like a simple child |
come doing what you told me to do, releasing everybody you told me to release, forgiving everybody you
told me to forgive and in simple, childlike faith. | want to open my heart to receive the fullness of your
blessing into my life.

| don't want to miss out. Pass me not, O gentle Savior, while on others thou art calling, do not pass me by
because you see me too clever. Make me like a child so that you don't have to pass me by.

He will not pass the children by. He passes the clever people by. And when | say children, you can be five
years old and pretty clever, that Jesus can pass you by.

It's not a matter of age, it's a matter of the condition of our hearts. So let's come like little children in
simplicity and say, Lord, | wait on you. | pray that you will cleanse me.

| pray that you will show me the things in my life that need to be cleansed, that need to be set right and the
things that | need to come back to, the position from which | have backslidden, that you bring me back to
that place again and revive my heart and not just me. Jesus taught us to pray. When you pray, don't pray,
Lord, bless me, fill me, give me.

No. He said, when you pray, pray, hallowed be your name, Father, your kingdom, your will, bless us, give
us, forgive us, deliver us, think of the others. Yeah.

We do think of ourselves, sure, but only in relation to the church. Why do | think of myself and | say, Lord,
cleanse me? | can ask God to cleanse me for two reasons. | can ask God to cleanse me because | want to
be more holy and | want to have a place in the bride of Christ.

Yeah, if the Lord comes to me, he may come to me last of all, after he's finished with everybody else or he
may pass me by altogether. But | could come to the Lord and ask him to show me, give me light on myself
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to cleanse me for another reason. | say, Lord, am | an achan in the camp? Lord, is it | who will betray you
among those sitting here? | don't want to be a little gangrene in the body, a little cancer in the body.

| want to cleanse myself for the sake of the body. | want to cleanse myself for the sake of the church. |
want to cleanse myself so that | am not a hindrance in the church, even if | can't be a help.

At least let me not be a hindrance. Isn't that a good prayer to pray? | pray that prayer, I'll tell you. Many
times | say, Lord, even if | am not a help, at least let me not be a hindrance in the body.

Please have mercy on me. Please give me some light. | may be so blind and so deaf that | can't hear what
God is saying.

Please don't let me be a hindrance. Please show me if there is something in my life that | cannot see,
some blind spot, which maybe other people can also see and | am not able to see. Please help me to see
it.

Let's humble ourselves for the sake of the body, for the sake of the glory of God's name, for the sake of
His kingdom being established on the earth. That is the motive with which we seek light on ourselves, so
that we can flow with the body of Christ and merge with the body of Christ and do our part to spread love
and purity and goodness in the church. Every sincere person who has bowed and prayed to God tonight,
in sincerity, that's what God looks for, sincerity.

And if you have prayed in sincerity, you can be sure in the name of Jesus that God has heard your prayer.
No hypocrite will stand before Him No one with guile can ever stand before His face. But the lowly and the
needy and the repentant and the broken, the broken and contrite spirit, He will never despise.

He dwells with those of a broken and a contrite spirit. And those who come in sincerity to Him,
acknowledging their need, He has certainly heard. And let's pray that the Lord will remove everything from
our hearts that is impure and every wrong attitude, every high thought that has entrenched itself, that we'll
pull it out by the roots and throw it out.

And the blood of Jesus will cleanse us, especially thoughts of suspicion, thoughts of jealousy, thoughts
that are not good towards one another, that they'll be cleansed and removed, pulled out by the roots and
thrown out of our hearts forever. And in that place will be planted the love of God and mercy. God grant
that it will be so.

And that God will give to us a greater spirit of prayer and a burden in the days to come for the building of
His church, for the building of our families, for our children and our young people that they'll grow up to live
for God. Let's have faith for that. Let's believe that God will do a miracle in our homes, in our families and
in the church.

Let's really trust Him. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/4/SID4109.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/seeking-god-for-power-coming-to-an-end-of-ourselves/
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