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Seeking Only Jesus in Heaven and on Earth

by Zac Poonen

This sermon emphasi zes the importance of seeking God diligently, being steadfast in faith, and desiring to be
great in the sight of the Lord rather than in the eyes of man. It highlights the need to be filled with the Holy
Spirit, to have a foundation of repentance and faith in Christ, and to live a life focused on exalting Jesus above
all else. The speaker encourages humility, prayer, and a deep commitment to following Christ wholeheartedly.

Duration: 53:21

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:58, Luke 24:27, Psalms 73:25, Romans 5:1, Hebrews 11:6, Luke 1:15, 2 Thessalonians 3:10,
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Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of seeking God diligently, being steadfast in faith, and desiring to
be great in the sight of the Lord rather than in the eyes of man. It highlights the need to be filled with the
Holy Spirit, to have a foundation of repentance and faith in Christ, and to live a life focused on exalting
Jesus above all else. The speaker encourages humility, prayer, and a deep commitment to following
Christ wholeheartedly.

Transcript

I hope you all read your Bibles every day last week. After the emphasis we placed on it. If you didn't, don't
get discouraged.

Do it this week. I'll tell you, you will thank me in eternity. And even before eternity, you'll thank me in your
life on earth for this little exhortation to read your Bible every day and ask God to speak to you.

It's changed my life. | want to begin with a verse in 1 Corinthians 15 and the last verse. It says here,
therefore my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

Now here, Paul is not writing to some great saints. Whenever you read in the New Testament, ask
yourself, to whom is he writing? Sometimes he's writing to Timothy, or Titus, Christian workers. But in 1
Corinthians, he's writing to a whole lot of believers who are carnal, who are babies, who have not grown
spiritually, who have quarrels among them, that they're taking each other to court, where there's been
adultery in their church and the man has not been judged.

Don't you feel you're better than that? And even to such a church and people whose spiritual life is much
lower than yours, the word of the Lord is, be immovable, unshakable, steadfast. So | want to ask you, is
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your Christian life an unshakable one? The devil cannot shake it and human beings cannot shake it. Is
your marriage an unshakable one? That is God's will for you.

Nothing should shake you. And that is the reason why God gives us the Holy Spirit and pours his grace
upon us. So in order to come to this life, it's not very difficult.

If you start well, in other words, if you lay a good foundation and take time to lay a good foundation and
don't move forward till you're sure of this foundation. In my own life, it took me about six years,
approximately, to lay a good foundation. | think | must have first consciously received Christ into my heart
when | was 13.

Now, | could have received Christ into my heart when | was three years old. There are a lot of people who
have this crazy idea that you must not preach the gospel to little children. That's the surest way to ensure
that they die and go to hell.

We must share the gospel because Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is like little children. They are much
closer to the kingdom than the grown-up people. Who gave this crazy idea that really grown-up people can
understand the gospel? I'll tell you the testimony I'll never forget of a 85-year-old missionary lady from
Norway who came to our church in Bangalore, a good friend of ours, and she testified publicly something
I've never forgotten.

That when she was three years old, and remember this is an 85-year-old godly lady saying she accepted
Christ and she proved it for the next 82 years. And she said when she was five years old in Norway, she
heard a missionary from China, a godly woman, speak about the need in China and she felt a call of God
in her heart at the age of five to go to China. Does God speak to children who are five years old to be
missionaries? Well, when | look at her life, she did it.

And China was closed by the time she grew up to be old enough to go to the missionary field, so she went
to Japan. But she was determined to go to China and somehow or the other God opened the door and
they flooded China with Bibles in Chinese, she and her husband, and then came to Sri Lanka and started
a missionary work there, and then came to Bangalore and they were the ones who published a lot of our
books. She came and told me, he said, he said to me once the message you're preaching, he had been
listening to our message in our local church, CFC in Bangalore, he said this message should not be in this
little church building alone.

It's got to go around the world. He said, I've got a printing press in Sri Lanka. You just type out these
messages and I'll print it.

And it's amazing how God had a plan in all these things. You see, until then | had been, the first six books
| wrote, I'd all, I'd done it typing, because | had no computers those days. And the problem with typing is,
first of all, | did not know how to type.

So |, my typing was the biblical method, search and you shall find. So | searched and | found with two
fingers, and that took ages to type. And my fingers are all numb by the time | finished one book.

And then | had to correct it with a pen, and before giving it to the printer, | had to type it again. So | had to
go back searching for the letters and typing. And that's how | wrote my first six books.
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Well, | want to say it took, it took a long time, working on it day and night for months, but God honored all
that labor because those books have gone out in millions around the world and blessed many people. So
I'm very thankful that | put in that labor. | want to tell you, your labor will never be in vain in the Lord.

That's what it says in this verse, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing one thing, that all your work will never be wasted in the Lord. Well, | told this brother, | said, I'm
tired of this typing. | mean, | did it in the days when we didn't have a local church, | had a lot of free time.

But | said, now we've started a local church, | don't have time to type books. I've got so many people to
shepherd, and I've got to preach, and we are also reaching out to other places. So he said to me, I'll lend
you my portable computer.

And it's one of those early portable computers, a huge thing. And | said, Okay, I'll borrow it and try and
type one book on it. Because the advantage for the first time | discovered that if | made a mistake, it would
be corrected.

And you could finish the whole book and correct the whole thing. And he didn't have to type it out again,
just correct a few words. It was all new to me at that time.

This is going back to the mine in 1980 or so, around 1980. And then | remember trying typing out this
book, The Good Foundation was the first one, which Santosh just showed you. And | was writing the first
chapter on repentance.

And | was just typing the first page and it got stuck. And the page hung. | didn't know what to do about it
then.

So | had to fortunately, because it was a portable laptop, it didn't, you didn't have to shut it off, you just
close the lid. And | took it to this brother who was living nearby. And | said, what do | do now? And he
opened it, he said, oh, the computer is hung.

So | didn't know what that meant. Anyway, he said, you got to start all over again. | said, dear me, |
thought that was only with typewriter.

It can happen in a computer too. | said, okay. So | took it back and | just start typing that chapter on
repentance all over again.

And | go, | got so mad at the devil that | said, I'm going to write that chapter much harder than | wrote it the
first time. Make repentance really serious. So | see even in that there was something good.

God always makes, makes it work for our good. And I'm very thankful. Subsequently, all the nearly 24
books | wrote after that, | could do much more easily with the computer.

| want to encourage you, my brothers, always be abounding in the work of the Lord. So as | said, when |
was 13, | think | first accepted Christ into my heart as a little boy going to Sunday school and hearing the
gospel. And | would go to some meeting, my dad was a believer, and he would take us to meetings where
we'd hear the gospel.

We had even sometimes preachers staying in our home, God-fearing men. And | never was sure because
| never saw any change in my life. And then when | was 15, | joined the military academy, just like the
West Point here.
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And there it was hardly no opportunity to go to church, full of worldly people all around. But somehow God
preserved me in those three years there and in the year and a half on a ship that | was there. And then |
moved to a naval base in the south of India.

And | still had the habit, | was 19 and a half by then, and I still had the habit of reading the Bible every day
and saying the Lord's Prayer, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, just repeat it. And that
day, I've said this before and | want to say it for the benefit of those young people here especially who
probably haven't heard it, | used to read through the New Testament. And that particular day, | remember
in July 1959, | was reading John chapter 6. And as | read through it, | came to this verse in the middle of
verse 37.

And any of you who are not sure of your salvation, please listen to this carefully. This verse is for you. The
one who comes to me, | will certainly, certainly not cast out.

Now you know you can read that and nothing can happen to you. But when | read it, it was like suddenly a
light came up in my heart. | said, really? And | spoke to the Lord and | said, Lord, I've come to you at least
a hundred times or maybe more.

He said, | never cast you out. So | don't know when exactly the Lord took me as his child, but that day |
remember | was sure. And it's like a ship, you know, it's a ship drops an anchor so that it doesn't drift
anymore.

| dropped this anchor on that verse that day. The word of the Lord, heaven and earth will pass away. This
word will not pass away.

If you come to Jesus, he will not reject you. You may one day decide to reject him. That's another
guestion.

But he will never divorce you. He hates divorce. And if he's married to you, he will not divorce you.

He will not cast you out. Please remember this, all you young children. Well, that was more than 63 years
ago and I've never, never doubted it.

I've not been perfect. I've had a lot of ups and downs in my life since then, but | never doubted one thing,
that Jesus accepted me and forgave me. It's a wonderful thing to have the assurance of salvation early in
life.

If I did not have that, | think | would not have grown spiritually. | find so many believers who have accepted
Christ, but they're never sure. You must be 100% sure, just like you're sure that you're alive.

If | were to ask you, are you alive or dead? You'd say, I'm alive. Are you perfectly healthy? That's another
guestion. You may not be perfectly healthy.

You may have many weaknesses and sicknesses and problems, but are you alive? Yes. Distinguish
between being alive and being healthy or being strong. Some of you may be weak, weak in your mind,
weak in your body.

That's okay, but you're alive. You look at another person who's very muscular and strong and intelligent.
He's also alive, but you're also alive.
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You may not be as clever as him. You may not be as strong as him, but you're alive. So when you look at
other believers who are spiritually more powerful and strong and capable, look at them just like you would
look at someone who's physically stronger than you, but you're also alive.

Don't doubt your being born again. It's very, very important. If you have sincerely, as I've told you,
repentance and faith, if you have sincerely, to the best of your knowledge, turn from what you know to be
sin, not from all sin.

| don't think any of us, including me, know what all sin is. There may be things in our life that are still we
don't know are displeasing to God, but known sin. | always speak about known sin.

God does not hold you responsible for what you don't know. I'm going to speak very simply today, so that
everyone understands. When you're in the kindergarten, the teacher does not expect you to know what is
in the sixth grade.

That'll take you six, seven years to get there. You only need to know what you were taught in the
kindergarten. So there's a lot of things you may not know in the Christian life.

It doesn't matter. Do you know what you know to be sin? That's all you've got to get rid of. A person who's
older than you will know more about sin, just like a person in the sixth grade will know more than someone
in the third grade of the kindergarten.

But what you know to be sin, in the kindergarten, you're examined only in the area which you're taught in
the kindergarten. When you go to a higher grade, you'll be expected to know more. It's the same in the
Christian life.

What you know to be sin, you must avoid. What you don't know, wait, God will show you next year, maybe
two years from now. That's important for husband-wife relationship also.

I've often said, dear brother, don't assume that your wife knows what is sin just like you do. Maybe you're
in a higher grade than her. So don't judge her if she does not see something as sin.

She may not be in that grade yet. The same way your wives, don't judge your husbands if he does not see
something as sinful. Maybe you're in a higher grade as a wife.

That's also possible. So don't judge each other. That's why we should not judge each other even in the
church with one another.

You can look at a believer and say, why doesn't she see this as sin? | see it so clearly. Brother, you may
be in a higher grade. Thank God if you're in a grade.

But don't look down on that other brother or sister who's in a lower grade and does not see it as sin and
does something which you will never do because you're in a higher grade. If only you understand this
simple principle, you will stop judging. | wish somebody had told me this the day | was born again.

But as I've often said, | never had a spiritual father, unfortunately. God never allowed me to have that. |
looked around but | could never find someone who, the only man | respected in India, was a godly man
who | rarely saw.
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He was living somewhere else. But in the church | attended near the naval base, there was nobody who |
could look up to as a spiritual father. They all would preach on Sunday morning but they were not spiritual.

So it's a good thing you know this. It will prevent you from this terrible habit that a lot of Christians have at
looking at others and judging them. Even if you don't openly say it, you judge that person in your mind,
you're destroying yourself.

Let me tell you that again. You judge somebody in your mind, you have begun the process of
self-destruction. Get rid of it.

Do you see that person doing something wrong? Assume the best. What is assuming the best? That
person is not in my spiritual level. He's in a lower level than me.

And so he or she does not see that as sin. That child is in the kindergarten. He does not understand
multiplication.

So don't blame him if he got two into two wrong. He hasn't learned it. Now we understand that in school.

No student would ever despise someone in a lower class. But Christians have this terrible habit of not
recognizing that others could be in a lower class. They assume that everybody must be in my class.

Why should they be? Maybe you've grown quickly. Maybe you've got some double promotions in your
Christian life. But that person is a little slower.

| say this because | believe spiritual progress is hindered in the lives of many believers. Because instead
of judging themselves, they judge other people. If you can get rid of this one habit of judging others, you'll
make a lot more progress in the next one year than you've done in the last so many years.

I'm telling you that from my own example. Now I'm almost certain that the devil will make you forget this
within a week or two. Because he knows you'll progress and the devil doesn't want it.

Please determine that you are going to stop judging other people from today. And you're going to judge
only yourself. You'll make a lot more progress in your life.

So one of the good things that happened to me at that time was because | took a long, long time, five, six
years to really come to an assurance of salvation, my conversion was solid. You know, the foundation
became solid. And even in the ups and downs later on in my Christian life, that foundation never shook.

And not only that, my commitment to the Lord was total. You know, some people when they give
themselves to Christ, they give themselves to Christ in order to go to heaven. That's a very weak
foundation.

I'll tell you that. Okay, if nothing better than that, at least come to Christ in order to go to heaven. But that's
the lowest level.

It's like going to a school where the education is very poor. How many of you would send your children to
a school where the teacher is not serious about educating their children? That's a condition of a Christian
who wants to come to Christ only to go to heaven. | want to go to heaven when | die.
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That's the lowest, cheapest school you can ever go to. The Bible says we love him because he first loved
us. And I'm thankful that when | finally came to Christ, | did not come to Christ to go to heaven.

I'm very thankful for that. | loved him because he first loved me. And | wrote a number of things in the first
page of my Bible.

| drew a little heart inside. | wrote Lord Jesus Christ and Zach Poonen. And | wrote Psalm 7325.

Know what Psalm 7325 is? It's a wonderful verse. If you don't know it, please remember it all your life.
Because this is the verse | started my life with.

My Christian life started with this verse. And I'm thankful that | didn't take 10 or 20 years to come to this
verse. | got it almost as soon as | was converted.

Whom have | in heaven but you? Number one. That is, I'm not going to heaven to look for the mansions or
the golden streets or the comfort and freedom from sickness and freedom from enemies. No.

I'm going to heaven only to be with Jesus. There began this desire in my heart to just be with Jesus and to
know the love of Jesus, not the comfort of a Christian life or the comfort of heaven. No.

| want to ask you who say you accepted Christ. Have you accepted Christ in order to just be with Jesus
with nothing else? Do you want to be a preacher? Do you want to be famous in the church? Or do you
want to be famous? Or do you want some prosperity? Do you want to become a Christian because you
want to get some answers to prayer? Or will you come to Jesus today and say, Lord, | only want you.
Whom have | in heaven but you? When | go to heaven, it's not the things in heaven | look for.

And not only that, on earth, leave alone heaven, right now on earth, | desire nothing but you. | want to ask
you who are born again. Can you honestly say that to Jesus Christ now in all your life? Lord, | desire
nothing on earth but you.

If | have a need, I'll ask you. And if you want to give it to me, give it. If you don't want to give it to me, that's
also okay, because | desire only you.

So | wrote another thing in the front of my Bible, this verse, whom have | in but you, in heaven desire
nothing but you. And | wrote, Lord, | want nothing for myself. | wrote that in the front of my Bible.

And | meant it. And | say that today. And I've tried to say that all these 63 years.

Lord, I want nothing, repeat nothing for myself. If you give me something, I'll accept it. But | will not
demand it because | desire nothing on earth apart from you.

So meditate on Psalm 7325. I'm telling you my testimony. It changed my life because | started my
Christian life with this verse.

So my commitment was total. And almost from the very beginning, | said, Lord, my build in my profession
in the Navy to become an admiral in the Navy was my goal. It all disappeared.

| do not desire that anymore. And | want to ask all of you who are born again Christians, do you have
some ambition on earth outside of the will of God? There's nothing wrong in advancing in your profession.
There are many godly Christian businessmen who excelled in their business.

Sermonindex.net | Page 7



Many godly professors have excelled in as a professors and many godly people who have excelled in
many, many fields as athletes and sports. But it's all secondary. Are you satisfied with Jesus alone?
Supposing you never become very rich and you remain poor all your life.

Will you be happy? | desire nothing but you. | say this, | emphasize this because for many people, they
want to grow in their Christian life and they don't want to begin here. I'll tell you, you will not grow in the
Christian life if you don't begin here.

You'll always have some ambition, some ambition outside of Christ, and then you'll be frustrated and some
prayer not got answered and you'll be disappointed. I'm never disappointed if God doesn't give me what |
asked for. There's so many things | asked God never gave me.

| said fine. | say | only want, | told you right at the beginning, | only want you. Anything apart from that
okay.

If you give me well and good, if you don't give me that's fine. So | say this because I'm concerned that it
could be possible and | think it is possible that a number of people sitting here, this is not your desire. |
believe that.

| don't know your private life but | know the average Christian and I've met thousands of Christians in
many countries around the world and I've seen there are very very few Christians who are like this but
these are the most satisfied Christians of all. Yeah, | tell you these are the people whose lives accomplish
something for God on the earth and you don't have to go to a Bible school. | thank God with all my heart
that God never allowed me to spend one minute inside any Bible school.

| would have ruined my life. | used to think of Jesus walking down to the road to Emmaus and with two
disciples and as he went along it says in Luke 24 that he opened up the scriptures all the way from
Genesis to Malachi. That's what it says.

Genesis to Malachi. He opened up the scriptures to them. Luke 24 and verse 27.

Moses and all the prophets means Genesis to Malachi. If they had a physical Bible, Jesus would have
opened the Bible and pointed it out. Today we have a physical Bible and | said Lord is what | prayed.

Lord Jesus, it says in Hebrews 13 verse 7 and 8, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and forever. Do
you believe that? That Jesus Christ is the same as he was on the earth yesterday, today and for all
eternity. And | said Lord if that is true and it is true, like you walked with those two disciples to Emmaus
and opened the Bible and explained to them, showed them Jesus in every page of the Bible.

| said Lord Jesus, show me yourself as | read the New Testament and he's done that. And the wonderful
thing is when you see Jesus and you want that, the Holy Spirit will gradually make you like him. He'll make
you humble like him, which is the most important thing we all have to learn.

We have a lot more pride in us than we realize. We may all think we are pretty humble but that's because
you don't know yourself. If you know yourself, you'll acknowledge there's a lot more pride in you than you
see.

There's corruption. There's corruption in our body, there's corruption in our spirit and we need to be
cleansed. The Bible says let us cleanse ourselves, 2nd Corinthians 7.1 from all filthiness of the flesh and
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the spirit.

Cleanse ourselves. That's why you go to the shower, to cleanse yourself. That's why you go to the toilet,
to get rid of rubbish from your body.

Now if you can do that for the body, what is outside and inside, why can't you do it for your spirit? Cleanse
yourself from all the filthiness of the flesh and the spirit. Get rid of it, just like you get rid of the garbage in
your house, like the garbage bin in your kitchen. Don't you throw it out? Don't you keep on accumulating
that or throw it out? Throw it out and | want to tell you in Jesus name there's a lot of garbage inside you.

Ask God to show it to you so that you throw it out as soon as, don't let it accumulate, it becomes a big bin.
As soon as you see one thing, throw it out. Don't accumulate it like you do in your kitchen bin.

As soon as you see one bit of garbage, throw it out, throw it out. | don't want any garbage to remain in my
spirit even for a moment. That's the meaning of keep a good conscience.

Throw the garbage out immediately. Don't wait till the end of the day. Wait till the end of the day is for
weak believers, those who are not wholehearted.

To them | say, oh at least at the end of the day settle matters with God. Some people don't even do that.
Forgive everybody.

If you don't forgive anyone that is a garbage. Throw it out. Don't wait till the end of the day.

Throw it out immediately. And Jesus opened up the scriptures and explained everything concerning
himself. They saw Jesus in the scriptures and | said Lord | want to see Jesus in the scriptures.

That's the other thing | want to encourage you. Study the scriptures not to prepare a message. Please,
please no.

In my foolishness, in my younger days, | did that. That's because again as | say | didn't have a spiritual
father to tell me that don't study the scriptures to prepare a message. Study the scriptures to see Jesus.

And | thank God that now | study the scriptures to see Jesus. And then when there's a need for a message
the Lord will give it to me. He'll give it to you.

I'm not saying you shouldn't study the scriptures to prepare a message in your younger days okay. But
one advice | give to you is if you're ever asked to share a word anywhere in a small meeting or in a church,
don't speak beyond your experience. I've seen that hundreds of believers do that.

And it's it's so obvious that it is it stinks in God's eyes. It stinks in with me too. It's obvious this chap is
speaking way beyond his experience.

He read that somewhere and he thought it'd be very impressive to impress everyone with this clever
thought which everybody thinks he got it himself. He didn't get it himself. He heard it on some paper on
YouTube or something that blessed him somewhere and he wants to share it as though it is his own clever
thought to say let everybody get a good impression about it.

And garbage is that pride that prevents God from giving you grace. Why not humble yourself and say I'm
only in the first grade dear brothers and sisters. | cannot teach you anything more than what I've learned in
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the first grade.

That man will grow spiritually. He'll go to the second grade one day. He'll be able to share something
more.

He'll go to the third grade be able to share something more. But the man who's in the kindergarten and
wants to act as if he's in the seventh grade or eighth grade he will never grow. God will judge him for his
hypocrisy and his pretense.

| want to advise all of you brothers or sisters whenever you're asked to share God's Word anywhere
please please please share according to the message of your life. Not according to the message of your
knowledge. If you want to share beyond your life be honest and say there's something more I'd like to say
but | have not experienced it yet.

But I'm pressing on in this area. I'd like you to join with me in that area too. If you really want to grow
spiritually do that.

Again | wish | had a spiritual father who told me that when | was born again. | learned it after a long time. |
did a book a lot of stupid messages before that beyond my ability.

But | learned. | learned the hard way. | sometimes asked the Lord, Lord why did you allow me to go 16 and
a half years through the streets of Babylon before you brought me to spiritual Jerusalem and filled me with
the Holy Spirit.

Everybody doesn't have to go that way but because the Lord had a special calling for me to build his
church in different places. That's why the Lord showed me | had to take you through all the streets of
Babylon and to show you what Babylon is like because then you can expose it to other people. Only then
you'll be able to build the true Jerusalem.

But other people don't have to go that way. They don't have my calling. My calling is different from yours.

Your calling is very important according to what God has called you for. Don't try to be somebody else.
Don't try to imitate others.

You know the number of elders in our CFC churches in Bangalore and in India. One of the main
exhortations | have given to them is please don't try to imitate me. Don't try to imitate my ministry.

You have a special ministry of your own. Imagine if the hand tried to imitate the tongue. It won't even do
the job of the hand.

It'll never be able to speak. That's as stupid as that if you try to imitate somebody else's ministry. Imitate a
person's life.

Paul said follow me as | follow Christ. But he said don't try to be an apostle like me. You'll never be.
Don't try to write scripture like me Paul says. You'll never be. But follow me as | follow Christ in my life.
So it's very important. So you know | thought of that song we just sang. Jesus Savior, Wonderful Savior.

| wrote that 60 years ago. Whom have | on earth beside thee. Whom have | in heaven.
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But based on this verse which we read in Psalm 73. It came from my heart. | heard that tune.

That melody | heard somewhere on the radio. Those days there was only radio and | heard this melody
somewhere and said boy | want to put some words to it. And those are the words the Lord gave me 60
years ago in 1963.

And it's blessed my heart. I'm waiting for that morning when thy glorious face | see. Till then let the world
despise me.

Savior | will walk with thee. | really felt that way back. | had only been converted two years after | took
baptism.

| was just 23 years old. But | was gripped with following Jesus because my Christian life was not in order
to go to heaven. | was gripped by the fact that Jesus loved me and gave himself totally for me.

Gave up everything of heaven in order to come to earth to save me. And | said Lord I'll give up everything
of earth to follow you. If your conversion to Christ is like that.

| want to tell you you'll have a very satisfying Christian life. And | want every one of you to have a very
satisfying Christian life. And as | told you one of the things is John 6 37 to be absolutely sure that Christ
has accepted you.

Please be sure today if you're not sure till now. The Lord led me on from there to be sure of another thing.
That is in Romans 5 and verse 1. Here's another thing which is not possible in the Old Testament.

To be justified by faith. You know what that means? That's important. You've accepted Christ.

Christ has come into your heart. Justified means just as if | had always been righteous. To be declared
righteous by God when I'm not fully righteous.

None of us are fully righteous. I'm not fully righteous. To be fully righteous is to say I'm 100% like Jesus
Christ.

I'm not 100% like Jesus Christ. I've grown a lot in the last 63 years. But I'm not 100% like Christ yet.

But God looks at me as if I'm 100% like Christ. That's the meaning of justified. Now that shouldn't make
you proud.

It should make us deeply humble when we see the numerous things that are wrong in our life. And | say,
Father, you look at me as if because I'm in Christ. You know what is the reason why we pray in Jesus
name? For many people it's just a empty ritual.

Oh, we pray in Jesus name. Let me explain to you what it means. Never forget it.

We're saying father, | cannot come to you in my name because there are so many things in me that are
wrong and you are holy. | cannot come in my name. I'll get nothing from you.

I'll be thrown out of your presence if | come in my name. Even though | sincerely said | want nothing in
heaven but you and | desire nothing on earth but you. I've said that still I'm not good enough to come to
you because I'm not 100% like Christ.
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Do you know that the only person who can come to God the Father is someone who's 100% like Christ?
Who can come? Not you or not me. Because he's holy. Not one sin.

We don't understand this. Not one sin can come into the presence of God the Father. How in the world
can you and | appear before him? You got to be very arrogant to think you can.

That's why he has to justify us. That means clothe us in the righteousness of Christ. Christ becomes our
righteousness and we are accepted in Christ.

Christ is our righteousness. That is the meaning of praying. Father, | pray this in Jesus' name.

I'm coming in Jesus' name. I'm not coming in my own name because you will not accept me. I'm coming
clothed with Christ as my righteousness.

That's the meaning of justified and therefore when we come before Christ like that there is no difference
between you who was converted yesterday and me who was converted 63 years ago. | am not like Christ.
You are not like Christ.

You were converted yesterday. | was converted 63 years ago but when we come before our Father | have
to come in Jesus' name. You have to come in Jesus' name.

We are all equal. Do you understand that? You'll never grow to the place where you can come in your
name. Never.

So don't despise the other person. He comes to God. He's a child of God who comes in Christ's name and
| come in Christ's name.

It's God's mercy that makes us come to him. You know if you understand these simple truths you will not
be looking down on others. You will not become proud as if though you're somebody great and God the
devil wants to make you proud so that you don't grow.

You know when growth stops in a Christian life? The moment he becomes proud. Maybe proud of Bible
knowledge or proud of his spiritual growth or proud he's in a good church or proud of something you did or
some sin you overcame or somebody appreciated you and you become proud immediately. You can't go
into God's presence.

It stinks. Pride stinks before God. You know what? That's how an angel became a devil in one moment.
Pride made an angel into a devil in one moment. Never forget that. It's the filthiest sin of all.

The first sin committed in this beautiful universe that God created. That's why you've got to hate pride
more than you hate adultery more than you hate murder. You see even if you go and kill a hundred people
that's not as bad as becoming proud.

Spiritual pride because how spiritual you think you are that is the worst form of pride. | mean that guy
who's proud of his earthly accomplishments is a million times better than you who | think you're spiritually
proud. Spiritual pride is a million times worse than earthly pride.

So you look at some earthly person. Oh what a boastful man he is. How proud he is.
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Well if you're proud of your spirituality you're much worse. God hates pride. Nobody will ever be able to
come into heaven anywhere near heaven with the atom of pride in him.

That's why we come in Jesus name. So the next time you pray in Jesus name | hope it's not just an empty
ritual that you add on at the end of your prayer. Recognize I'm justified by faith in Christ.

| come. Christ is my righteousness. There's no difference between you and the most godly believer on
earth and he comes before God's face.

But it is also true. Sometimes there are two opposite truths which are both true. That's the amazing thing
about God that there are things that look like opposites but there are true.

God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him. That's another verse in Hebrews 11. Among those
who are justified by faith you are justified by faith and I'm justified by faith.

You're accepted only on the basis of Christ. But if you seek God diligently Hebrews 11 6 and | don't seek
God diligently you'll be more accepted than me. Because God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
him.

So earnestly seek him brothers and sisters because | want this church to be full of wholehearted
Christians. | don't want half-hearted Christians sitting in this church. Let them go and find another church
and sit there.

Do we want 90% of the Christians here to be wholehearted? No. We want a hundred percent of the
Christians here to be wholehearted. We want our children to be grow up as wholehearted Christians.

Not half-hearted whose primary goal is not to become great in the world. Our primary goal is to become
like Jesus Christ. Train your children by all means.

Give them a good education. | gave my four sons a good education so that they could earn their living. Not
so that they could become great in the world.

Zero. | never wanted then or now my children to be great in the world. | wanted them to earn their living.

You know because in 2nd Thessalonians 3 it says those who don't work should not eat. So | wanted them
to eat so they should work. And in a competitive world it need to have a good qualification to be able to get
a job.

That's the only reason we give an education. Not for them to become great in the world. But that's not
what they're to live for.

They shouldn't be living for becoming great in the world. They should be looking great in the sight of God.
That's another verse that came to my mind when | was converted right at the beginning.

It was a real challenge to me. In Luke's Gospel chapter 1. I'm just trying to share with you things that
helped me greatly which | wish somebody had told me as soon as | started the Christian life. Luke chapter
1. A little phrase.

The angel came to Zachariah the father of John the Baptist when he was in the temple. He hadn't had a
son. He hadn't had a child for years.
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And he was very old and his wife Elizabeth was very old. And the angel came to him said to him,
Zachariah you're gonna have a son. And one thing about that son.

Luke chapter 1 verse 15. Actually two things | want you to see this. One, he will be great in the sight of the
Lord.

Not in the sight of man. Never have a desire to be great in the sight of man or in the great in the sight of
other brothers and sisters in RLCF. No! Keep this phrase before you.

Great in the sight of the Lord who sees me 24 hours of the day. Lord | want to be great in your eyes who
sees me 24 hours of the day. Please help me.

And second, in order to be that, the last part of that verse, he'll be filled with the Holy Spirit. | want to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. Here are two good prayers for you to pray from Luke chapter 1 verse 15.

Make it a prayer. Lord | want to be great only in your eyes and | want to be filled with the Holy Spirit. And
make it a passionate prayer.

He's a rewarder of those who diligently seek him. | diligently sought him to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
And until | was sure | prayed and prayed and prayed and prayed.

For months | said | will never be sure. Somebody coming to tell me yeah brother Zach | think you're filled
with the Spirit. | couldn't care less for that.

What's his opinion? Garbage! | want the Lord to tell me and | waited till the Lord told me. And once the
Lord told me | never doubted. That's why | have never doubted God filling me with the Holy Spirit on the
12th of January 1975.

It changed my life completely. It's only after that CFC was born. Your real work for God you can
accomplish only after you are filled with the Holy Spirit.

All the rest you with your cleverness and your ability and all the things you learn in RLCF and everything
else that you hear from YouTube and learn. | tell you it's good but it's only accumulation of knowledge.
Spiritual power will come only if you are continuously filled with the Holy Spirit.

And in many churches they do not preach the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Just like there are many churches
who don't preach water baptism. You know there are Baptist churches who look down on the other
churches saying they don't preach water baptism.

Right. Praise God the others are baptizing babies. That's not the Bible.

Nobody's baptized babies. And the same way the Baptist churches unfortunately and many other
churches don't preach the fullness of the Holy Spirit. You'll never hear a message on being filled with the
Holy Spirit in many many Christian churches that preach being born again.

And that preach being baptized in water. They stop there. Because the devil doesn't want them to go
beyond that.

And that's why you have a bunch of useless people sitting there preaching information and every Sunday
it's information more information more information preached from the pulpit. But not spiritual power. | don't
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want to be in a church like that.

| don't want to be a Christian like that. And don't you be satisfied with being a Christian like that my brother
sister. And don't say well I'm not called to be a preacher.

You don't have to be a preacher. Every Christian must be filled with the Holy Spirit. To use an example to
be filled with the Spirit is to be healthy.

Which part of your body do you want to be unhealthy? Is it just one part of your body that should be
healthy? Christ wants every part of his body to be healthy. You're a member of Christ's body. Even if
you're not the tongue.

Maybe I'm like the tongue. Is it only the tongue that should be healthy? What about the hand? What about
the inward parts that nobody sees? They must all be healthy. Some of you are visible parts of the body.

Some of you are many of you are invisible parts of the body. Do you know that we have many more
invisible parts in this body inside the inside our body which are very important. And some of you never sit
up in the pulpit.

| want to tell you you're like the invisible parts of Christ's body. Very very important. But you need to be
filled with the Holy Spirit.

You need to be persons who can support this church in prayer. Not with money but in prayer. | wish | could
say a lot more about this but | really believe God wants this church to be a spirit-filled church that glorifies
God.

And | pray that'll be true. Let's pray. Heavenly Father | pray that every single brother and sister here will
know what it is to be declared righteous in Christ and only in Christ by faith.

And never think of themselves as being acceptable before God in what they are or how much they have
grown or any such thing. | pray Lord that every single person here will be filled with the Holy Spirit. | pray
that every child here will be born again early in life and grow up to a spirit-filled life.

| pray that every brother and sister here will desire you only on earth and will look forward to have you only
in heaven. | pray that everyone here will live for you and not for themselves. | pray that everyone here will
stop judging others from today and will forgive everyone completely always.

Keep a good conscience always. | pray that everyone here will be established on a good foundation of
repentance and faith in Christ, declared righteous, accepted by God, knowing that Satan has been
overcome for them, knowing that Christ has redeemed them from the curse. | pray that everyone here will
grow up to be a blessing to others Lord.

Make this church an example for you in Loveland, not for our glory but so that the Lord Jesus Christ to be
exalted and those who want you to be exalted will be drawn to this church. Remove all the others, we
pray. Fill this church with people who want to glorify Christ and want to have Christ exalted and remove
everybody else, one way or the other.

Yes Lord, we want to be a pure church. We don't want to judge others but we want to be pure ourselves.
Help us, we pray.
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Everyone, thank you for the work you've started here many years ago and the work you're continuing to do
and will do even more so that we can be the church you want us to be until Christ comes again. Thank
you, Father, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/XVK3_sPLnfs.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/seeking-only-jesus-in-heaven-and-on-earth/
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