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Some Important Truths That I Have Learnt
by Zac Poonen

Zac Poonen shares vital truths learned over 40 years of faith, emphasizing God's love, the importance of

honesty, and living a Spirit-filled life.

Scripture: Isaiah 2:22, Daniel 11:32, Luke 16:15, John 17:23, 1 Corinthians 12:18, 2 Corinthians 9:7, Ephesians 2:10,
Ephesians 5:18, Philippians 4:19, 2 Timothy 2:11, 2 Timothy 3:12, Hebrews 8:6, Hebrews 12:1, James 3:9, 1 Peter 3:13, 1
John 1:9

Topics: "Christian Living", "Spiritual Growth"

Description

Zac Poonen shares important truths he has learned in his 40 years as a born-again Christian,
emphasizing God's immense love for us, the importance of honesty, cheerful giving, looking unto Jesus for
holiness, being continually filled with the Holy Spirit, embracing the way of the cross, disregarding man's
opinions, detesting worldly values, enduring persecution, receiving all whom God accepts, treating every
human with dignity, revealing financial needs only to God, and following the new covenant. He stresses
the need to know God personally, expect rejection, and trust in God's perfect plan for our lives.

Transcript

During the 40 years that I have been a born-again Christian, I have learnt some important truths that have
encouraged me and given direction and purpose to my life. I share them here with you with the hope that
they will be an encouragement to you as well.

1. God loves us as He loved Jesus

"Thou didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me" (John 17:23).

This is the greatest truth that I have discovered in the Bible. It changed me from an insecure, depressed
believer to one who has become totally secure in God and full of the joy of the Lord - always.

There are many verses in the Bible that tell us that God loves us, but only this one that tells us the extent
of that love - AS MUCH AS HE LOVED JESUS.

Since there is no partiality with our heavenly Father in the way He loves any of His sons, He will certainly
be willing to do everything for us, His sons, that He did for His firstborn Son, Jesus. He will help us as He
helped Jesus. He will care for us as much as He cared for Jesus. He will be as interested in planning the
details of our daily life as He was in planning Jesus' life. Nothing can ever happen to us that will take God
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by surprise. He has already planned for every eventuality.

So we need no longer be insecure. We have been sent to earth with as definite a purpose as Jesus was.

All this is true for you too - but only if you believe it.

Nothing works for the one who does not believe in the Word of God.

2. God delights in honest people

"If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another" (1 Jn.1:9).

To walk in the light means first of all that we hide nothing from God. We tell Him everything, exactly as it is.
I am convinced that the first step towards God is honesty. God detests those who are insincere. Jesus
spoke against hypocrites more than He spoke against anyone else.

God does not ask us to be holy or perfect first of all but to be honest. This is the starting point of true
holiness. And from this spring flows everything else. And if there is one thing that is really easy for anyone
of us to do, it is to be honest.

So, confess sin immediately to God. Don't call sinful thoughts by "decent" names. Don't say "I was only
admiring the beauty of God's creation" when actually you lusted adulterously with your eyes. Don't call
"anger" as "righteous indignation".

You will never get victory over sin if you are dishonest.

And don't ever call "sin", "a mistake", because Jesus' blood can cleanse you from all your sins, but not
from your mistakes!! He does not cleanse dishonest people.

There is hope only for honest people. "He who covers his sin will never prosper" (Prov.28:13).

Why did Jesus say that there was more hope for prostitutes and for thieves to enter God's kingdom than
for religious leaders (Matt.21:31). Because prostitutes and thieves make no pretense of being holy.

Many young people are turned away from churches because church-members give them the impression
that they themselves have no struggles. And so those young people think, "That holy bunch of people will
never understand our problems!!" If this true of us, then we are unlike Christ Who drew sinners to Himself.

3. God delights in a cheerful giver

"God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Cor.9:7).

This is why God gives man total freedom - both before and after conversion, and after being filled with the
Spirit.

If we are like God, we also will not seek to control others or pressurise them. We will give them freedom to
be different from us, to have different views from ours and to grow spiritually at their own pace.

All compulsion of any sort is from the devil.

The Holy Spirit fills people, whereas demons possess people. The difference is this: When the Holy Spirit
fills anyone, He still gives that person freedom to do whatever he wants. But when demons possess



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

people they rob them of their freedom and control them. The fruit of being filled with the Spirit is
self-control (Gal.5:22,23). Demon-possession however, results in the loss of self-control.

We must remember that any work that we do for God that is NOT done cheerfully, joyfully, freely and
voluntarily is a dead work. Any work done for God for a reward or for a salary is also a dead work. Any
money given to God under pressure from others has no value at all, as far as God is concerned!!

God values a little done cheerfully for Him far more than a great deal done under compulsion, or done
merely to ease one's conscience.

4. Holiness comes by looking unto Jesus

"Let us run the race....looking unto Jesus" (Heb.12:1,2).

The secret of godliness is found in the Person of Christ Who came in our flesh (as 1 Tim.3:16 makes very
clear) - and not in the doctrine that Christ came in our flesh. It is through His Person and not through a
doctrinal analysis of His flesh, that we become holy.

Any amount of self-effort will never make a sinful heart holy. God has to do a work within us, for that to
happen.

Holiness (eternal life) is God's gift - and it can never be attained by works (Rom.6:23). The Bible states
that God alone can sanctify us (make us holy) entirely (1 Thess.5:23 says that so plainly that no-one can
mistake it). Yet multitudes of believers are struggling to deny themselves in order to be holy. They become
Pharisees instead.

"The holiness which is no illusion" (Eph.4:24-Philips) is attained by faith in Jesus - in other words by
"looking unto Jesus".

If we keep looking only at a doctrine we will become Pharisees. The purer our doctrine, the greater the
Pharisees we will become.

The greatest Pharisees I have met on earth were among those who preached the highest standards of
holiness through self-effort!! We have to be careful that we don't end up as one of them!

What it means to look unto Jesus is very clearly explained in Hebrews 12:2. First of all we are to look at
Him as One Who lived on earth "enduring His cross" daily - "tempted in all points as we are and yet
without sin" (Heb.4:15). He is our Forerunner (Heb.6:20), in Whose footsteps we are to run. Secondly, we
are to see Him as the One Who is now "at the right hand of the Father", interceding for us and ready to
help us in every trial and temptation.

5. We must be continually filled with the Holy Spirit

"Be (being) filled with the Spirit" (Eph.5:18 - Literal).

It is impossible to live the Christian life, as God wants us to, if we are not continually filled with the Holy
Spirit. It is impossible to serve God as we should without being anointed with the Spirit and receiving His
supernatural gifts. Jesus Himself needed to be anointed.
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The Holy Spirit has come to make us like Jesus in our personal lives as well as in our ministry (See 2
Cor.3:18).

God fills us with the Spirit in order to conform us to the likeness of Christ in our character, and to equip us
to serve as Jesus served.

We do not have the same ministry that Jesus had, and so we won't be able to do what Jesus did in His
ministry. But we can be as fully equipped to serve God as Jesus Himself was - to fulfil OUR OWN ministry.

All that is required is an adequate thirst and faith, on our part, for rivers of living water to flow out through
us (Jn.7:37-39).

We must earnestly long for the gifts of the Spirit if we are to have them(1 Cor.14:1). Otherwise we will
never have them.

A church without the gifts of the Holy Spirit is like a man who may be living but who is deaf, blind, mute
and lame - and therefore useless.

6.The way of the cross is the way of life

"If we died with Him, we shall also live with Him" (2 Tim.2:11)

There is no way for us to have the life of Jesus manifested in our body other than by accepting death to
our Self-life in all the situations that God plans and arranges for us (2 Cor.4:10,11).

We must "consider ourselves dead to sin" (Rom.6:11) in all situations, if we are to overcome sin. We must
"mortify the deeds of the body through the Spirit" if we are to live (Rom.8:13). The Holy Spirit will always
lead us to the cross in our daily life.

We are sent by God into situations where we are "slaughtered the whole day long" (Rom.8:36) and
"delivered to death for Jesus sake" (2 Cor.4:11). In such situations, we must accept "the dying of Jesus" (2
Cor.4:10), so that the life of Jesus may be manifest in us.

7. Man's opinions are fit only for the garbage bin

"Stop regarding man, whose breath is in his nostrils; for why should he be esteemed? (Isa.2:22)

When a man's breath leaves his nostrils, he is no better than the dust that we walk on. So why should we
value man's opinion.

If we are not rooted and grounded in the fact that the opinions of ALL human beings put together are only
fit for the garbage-bin, we will never be able to serve the Lord effectively. If we seek to please even one
man, we cannot be servants of Christ (Gal.1:10).

Every man's opinion is worthless compared to God's opinion. One who is convinced of this will thereafter
seek only God's approval over His life and ministry. He will never seek to impress people or to justify
himself before them.

8. God detests all that this world considers great

"That which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God" (Luke 16:15).
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The things that are considered great in the world, not only have no value in God's eyes, but are actually an
abomination to Him.

Since all worldly honour is an abomination to God, it must be an abomination to us too.

Money is something that everyone on earth considers valuable. But God says that those who love money
and long to get rich will suffer the following eight consequences sooner or later (1 Tim. 6:9,10).

(a)they will fall into temptation;

(b) they will fall into a trap;

(c) they will fall into foolish desires;

(d) they will fall into harmful desires;

(e) they will plunge into ruin;

(f) they will plunge into destruction;

(g) they will wander away from the faith;

(h) they will pierce themselves with many sorrows.

I have seen this happen again and again to believers everywhere.

One of the main reasons why a prophetic word from the Lord is hardly ever heard these days in our land,
is because most preachers are lovers of money. Jesus said that the true riches (the prophetic word being
one of them) would not be given by God to those who were unfaithful with money (Lk.16:11). This is why
we hear so many boring sermons and so many boring testimonies in church-meetings and conferences.

9. Nobody can harm us except we ourselves

"Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?" (1 Pet.3:13)

God is so powerful that He makes ALL THINGS work together for the good of those who love Him and
who are called according to His purpose - that is, for those who have no ambition on earth outside of His
will for their lives (Romans 8:28). One who has selfish ambitions cannot claim this promise. But if we
accept the will of God totally, we can claim this promise every minute of our life on earth. Nothing can
harm us.

Everything that others do to us - good or evil, accidental or deliberate - will go through the filter of Romans
8:28 and will come through working for our very best - conforming us each time a little more to the likeness
of Christ (Rom.8:29) - which is the good that God has planned for us. This filter works perfectly every
single time for those who fulfil the conditions listed in this verse.

Further, 1 Peter 3:13 tells us that no-one can harm us if we are "zealous for what is good". Unfortunately
this is not as well known a verse as Romans 8:28 is. But we must popularise it now.

However, this promise too is applicable only to those who are zealous to keep their hearts good towards
all people. It will be impossible for any demon or human being to harm such a believer.
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So whenever any Christian complains that others have harmed him, he is indirectly admitting that he does
not love God, is not called according to God's purpose and has not been zealous for what is good.
Otherwise, whatever those others did to him would have only worked for his good, and then he would not
have had any complaints at all.

Actually, the only one who can harm you is you yourself - by your unfaithfulness and your wrong attitudes
to others.

I am 59 years old now and I can honestly say that no-one has ever succeeded in harming me in my entire
life. Many have tried to do so, but EVERYTHING they did only worked for my very best and for the good of
my ministry. So I can praise God for those people too. Those who have opposed me have been mostly
so-called "believers" who have not understood God's ways. I am giving you my testimony only to
encourage you to believe that this can be your testimony too - always.

10. God has a perfect plan for each of our lives

"We are created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them" (Eph.2:10).

Long ago, when God chose us in Christ, He also planned what we should do with our earthly lives. Our
duty now is to find out that plan - day by day - and to follow it. We can never make a better plan than
God's.

We must not imitate what others do, for God's plan for each of His children is different. God's plan for
Joseph, for example, was for him to stay in the palace in Egypt and to live in great comfort for the last 80
years of his life. On the other hand, God's plan for Moses was for him to leave the palace in Egypt and to
live in great discomfort for the last 80 years of his life - in the wilderness. If Moses had followed Joseph's
example, through the love of comfort and ease, he would have missed God's will for his own life.

In exactly the same way today, God may want one brother to live all his life in comfort in the U.S.A., and
another brother to toil all his life in the heat and dust of North India. Each must be convinced about God's
plan for his own life instead of comparing his lot with that of the other brother and being jealous of him and
criticising him.

I know that God called me to serve Him in India. But I have never demanded that anyone else should have
my calling.

We will, however, never be able to find God's will, if we are seeking our own honour or if we love money or
comfort or the approval of men.

11. Knowing God intimately is the secret of being strong

"The people who know their God will be strong" (Dan.11:32)

Today, God does not want us to know Him second-hand through others. He invites even the youngest
believer to know Him personally (Heb.8:11). Jesus defined eternal life as knowing God and Jesus Christ
personally (John 17:3). This was the greatest passion of Paul's life and must be our greatest passion too
(Phil.3:10).
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One who desires to know God intimately, will have to listen to Him always. Jesus said that the only way
man could keep himself spiritually alive was by listening to EVERY word that proceeded from God's mouth
(Matt.4:4 ). He also said that to sit at His feet and listen to Him was the most important thing in the
Christian life (Lk.10:42).

We must develop the habit that Jesus had of listening to the Father from early morning every day
(Isa.50:4), right through the day; and then to be in a listening attitude in the hours of night when we are
asleep too - so that if we ever wake up from our sleep at night, we can say, "Speak, Lord, Your servant is
listening" (1 Sam.3:10).

Knowing God will make us overcomers in all situations - because God has a solution for every problem
that we face - and if we listen to Him, He will tell us what that solution is.

12.The new covenant is far superior to the old covenant

"Jesus is the Mediator of a better covenant" (Heb.8:6).

Many Christians do not know that there is a fundamental difference between the old and the new
covenants(Heb.8:8-12). The new covenant is as much superior to the old, as Jesus is to Moses. (2 Cor.3
and Heb.3).

Whereas the old covenant could purify only a person's external life through the fear of judgment and the
promise of reward, the new covenant changes us from within, not through threats and promises, but
through the Holy Spirit giving us the nature of Christ - a nature that is totally pure and loving.

There is a vast difference between a pig being kept clean through being restrained by chains (fear of
punishment under the Law), and a cat that keeps itself clean because that is its inner nature. That
example illustrates the difference between the two covenants.

13. We are called to be rejected and persecuted by men

"All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted." (2 Tim.3:12)

Jesus told His disciples that in the world they would face tribulation, (Jn.16:33); and He prayed to the
Father NOT to take His disciples out of the world (Jn.17:15). The apostles taught believers that only
through much tribulation they could enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:23).

Jesus said that if people had called the Head of the house Beelzebul, the members of His household
would be called by worse names (Matt.10:25). It is thus that we know we are faithful members of His
household. Some of the names that I have been called, by other "believers", have been: "Devil", "Son of
the Devil", "Evil spirit", "Antichrist", "Deceiver", "Terrorist", "Murderer", and "Diotrephes". It has been a
great honour to be identified thereby as a part of Jesus' household. All who serve the Lord faithfully will
experience this.

Jesus also said that a true prophet would not be honoured by "his own relatives" (Mk.6:4). Jesus Himself
was not accepted by His family members. Every true prophet of God will be rejected and dishonoured by
his own relatives, even today. In the same way, a true apostle will also be "slandered and treated as the
scum of the world and the dregs of all things" (1 Cor.4:13). Suffering and rejection have always been the
appointed lot of God's greatest servants.
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The teaching that the church will be raptured before the "great tribulation" is a popular one with most
believers because it comforts their flesh to hear it. But Jesus made it very clear in Matthew 24:29-31 that
He will return to take His elect only AFTER the great tribulation.

THERE IS NOT A SINGLE VERSE IN THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT THAT TEACHES THAT THE
CHURCH WILL ESCAPE THE GREAT TRIBULATION BY BEING RAPTURED OUT OF IT. This doctrine
was invented by man in England in the mid-1800s.

We must now prepare the church in our country for persecution.

14. We must receive all whom God has received

"God has placed the members in the Body just as He desired...that there should be no division in the
Body" (1 Cor.12:18,25).

God has raised up men at different times in different lands to restore a pure testimony for Him. But after
those men of God died, their followers have made their groups exclusive and cultistic.

But the body of Christ is larger than any group. And we must never forget that. The bride of Christ is found
in many, many groups today.

So we must seek for fellowship with all whom the Lord has accepted, even though we may not be able to
work together with many of them, because of differences in interpretation of the Word of God.

15. We must treat every human being with dignity

"With our tongue, we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God. My brethren, these things
ought not to be this way" (James 3:9,10).

Any word or action that degrades a human being is never from God. It is always from Satan who forever
seeks to demean and degrade people.

We are commanded to speak "with gentleness and respect" (1 Pet.3:15) to all people - whether they be
our wives, our children, younger people, beggars or enemies.

All men must be treated with dignity. For example, when giving a gift to a poorer brother, we must do so,
without robbing him of his dignity as a human being. We must be his brother and not his benefactor.

16. We must reveal our financial needs only to God

"God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus" (Phil.4:19).

Full-time Christian workers must trust God for all their financial needs and must reveal those needs only to
Him. God will then prompt His children to supply their needs . They must not live "by faith in God and hints
to other believers", as many live today.

"The Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel" (1 Cor.9:14).

So those who serve the Lord full-time are permitted to receive gifts from other believers. But they must
never receive a salary . There is a vast difference between gifts and a salary. Gifts cannot be demanded,
whereas a salary can be demanded. Here lies the cause for the backslidden condition of most Christian
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churches and institutions today.

We must however, never receive any gifts for our personal or family use from people who are poorer than
us. If such people give us gifts, we must either give the money away to someone poorer than them or put
the money into the offering-box for the Lord's work.

Here are "TEN COMMANDMENTS" on money that all full-time workers will do well to take heed to:

1. Never make your financial needs known to anyone but God (Phil.4:19).

2. Never accept money from unbelievers (3 John 7).

3. Never expect any gifts from anyone (Psa.62:5).

4. Never allow anyone to control you or influence your ministry by giving you money.

5. Never accept money from those who don't receive your ministry.

6. Never accept money for your personal or family needs, from anyone poorer than you.

7. Never be dependent on any man for your financial needs.

8. Never handle God's money in a way that would cause others to suspect mishandling (2 Cor.8:20,21).

9. Never be excited when you receive money.

10. Never be depressed when you lose money.

Conclusion

I hope these truths will not only encourage you, but liberate you as well. If you are serious about your walk
with the Lord and your ministry, you should take all these truths seriously in your daily life.
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