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(Spirit-Filled Life) Part 6: Concerned for Others
by Zac Poonen

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, and is the key to an inner life of purity and freedom, and is the source of

our ability to love and forgive others.

Duration: 51:50

Scripture: Isaiah 33:15-16, Isaiah 42:1, Matthew 5:3-12, Matthew 5:21-22, Matthew 5:27-28, Matthew 5:33-37

Topics: "Holy Spirit", "Righteous Living"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker discusses the qualities of a person who can abide in God's tent and dwell in
His holy hill. One of these qualities is not slandering with one's tongue. The speaker focuses on verse four,
which states that a person who keeps a promise even if it ruins them is truly righteous. The speaker
emphasizes the importance of keeping one's word, even if it is not yet signed or legally binding. The
sermon also touches on the speaker's personal journey of repentance and the desire to spread the truth of
Christ to those trapped in legalism, worldliness, and deception. The speaker encourages the audience to
be filled with the Holy Spirit in order to break free from chains and live a victorious life in Christ.

Transcript

If we can keep this understanding before us all the time, that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ. In the
midst of all the confusing teaching concerning the Holy Spirit today in so many groups in Christendom,
keep one thing before you, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ. That's why we don't have to be afraid of
Him.

You don't have to be afraid of the Holy Spirit any more than you have to be afraid of Jesus. It's the Spirit of
Christ. Jesus said to His disciples, I will send you another comforter, another helper.

He didn't say a comforter or a helper. I'll send you another. Who was the first one? Jesus.

When He was going away, He said, I'll send you another. I'll send you a helper. He'll be with you forever.

And He will be in you. Jesus could say, I can only be with you. And if I stay here and never go to heaven,
I'll just be with you.

And all those other people in India and China and Africa and America will never have me. Just be you and
me in Palestine. But if I go, I will send the Holy Spirit and He'll be in you and He'll be with you forever.
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It's like having Jesus in us and with us forever. It's the Spirit of Christ. So whenever I see something which
doesn't tally with the Spirit of Christ, I pull back.

I say, I'm sorry, I can't go along with that. And I see many, many areas in Christendom where I don't see
the Spirit of Christ. And I pull back from that.

I don't judge them. I say, God is their judge. I'm not here to condemn them or judge them.

I've got to just leave them alone and mind my own business. I find a spirit of worldliness in a lot of people
who call themselves Christians. The pursuit of money.

Immodesty in women and the way they dress. I say, that's not the Spirit of Christ. I pull back from it.

I pull back from people who watch movies that pollute their mind. It's not the Spirit of Christ. I can't imagine
Jesus sitting there and watching that type of rotten stuff.

Watching television programs which a lot of Christians watch. I say, I don't want it. I'm not here to judge
them.

If they want to watch it and destroy themselves, it's up to them. As I said, God allows people to go to hell.
If they want to go to hell, they will go to hell.

And if God sees some of his children watching all these dirty things and all that, God says, okay, do it.
He's not going to stop anybody. I want to pull back.

I see people claiming to be filled with the Holy Spirit. And the whole demonstration of public healing and
miracles and all, reminds me more of a magic show than about the Spirit of Christ. How he had
compassion on people.

And he would go and pray for a sick person and heal him. And tell him, don't tell anybody. I'm so happy
that you're healed.

I don't see that spirit in a lot of what's called healing ministry today. I see them collecting money. Jesus
never did that once.

That's one reason why we decided when we started our churches in India that we'd never take an offering.
Why? All of Christendom takes offerings. Some people pass buckets around.

Not just plates. And when there's not enough the first round, they pass it around a second time. Is this
Christianity? Some preachers would get up and say, God's told me that a thousand people here are going
to give one thousand dollars each.

Can you imagine Jesus saying that? What surprises me is not those preachers saying it. What surprises
me is those tens of thousands of Christians who sit with their mouths open and accepting this rubbish as
Christianity. That's what surprises me.

And then I see some people, they're not worldly, they're not into miracles, they're into legalism. Rules. You
don't follow every little rule, you can't be a part of us.

Is that the spirit of Christ? And each of these groups thinks the others are wrong. I don't want to be a part
of worldliness. I don't want to be a part of all these false signs and wonders.
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And I don't want to be a part of legalistic Christianity, which binds people with rules. To me, all of them are
un-Christ-like. Some look holier than the others.

The Pharisees looked much holier than the Herodians. The Pharisees looked holier than Salome dancing.
But God rejected both of them.

In fact, it wasn't... Jesus never went to the prostitutes and said, how will you escape the damnation of hell?
He went and said that to the most religious people of his time. Because they made rules. Whereas the
Holy Spirit has come to bring us into an inner life.

Read Matthew 5, 6 and 7. And see how many rules Jesus made there. He spoke about an inner life there.
He spoke about an inner purity.

He spoke about poverty of spirit. He spoke about hungering and thirsting for righteousness. He spoke
about an inner freedom from the love of money.

He spoke about inwardly loving one's enemies. Blessing those who curse us. He spoke about praying in
secret when nobody knew you were praying.

He spoke about fasting in secret. He spoke about giving in secret. He spoke about doing to others.

Planning, thinking of how to do some good to others. The good you want others to do to you. He taught us
to think about how you want others to treat you.

Take the initiative and do it for them. That is Christianity. Not the multitudes of rules and regulations that
Christians have made today.

I've often compared it to trying to keep a pig clean. If I had a room full of pigs. And I wanted to keep them
clean.

And I'm going to take them through a very dirty part of town. Full of muck and rubbish which they're always
tempted to jump into. I can keep them clean by tying them with chains.

Carry all those pigs on chains. And I take them through a two mile walk through the rubbish. And they
come through clean.

A lot of legalistic Christianity is like that. We're all so holy. They sit like tin soldiers.

They and their children sit like tin soldiers in the meetings. Appearing to be so holy. It's garbage.

It's Phariseeism to the core. I reject it just as much as Jesus rejected it. What is the solution? It's not to put
more and more chains on people to keep them holy.

How do you find out whether your churches got people who are clean because of rules? That was under
the law. That was the only way God could keep Israel clean. Give them rules.

There were 613 commandments in the Old Testament. Not just 10. Read Numbers.

Read Leviticus. Read all those books of Moses. There were 613 commandments.
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613 chains to keep people clean. Jesus came and broke all those chains. And you know what he gave us?
The Holy Spirit.

But man has got a tendency to go and put people on the chains again. That's the only way to keep people
clean. If we don't do that, we don't believe in the Holy Spirit and all this.

A lot of churches that I've noticed this. The churches that are legalistic never preach the baptism in the
Holy Spirit. They're afraid to talk about the Holy Spirit.

Isn't that significant? They'd rather have rules to keep their people clean and holy. Well, you can go that
way. You can live under Moses if you like.

I finished with Moses long ago. Moses and Elijah have been removed from my vision. I see Jesus only.

That's how it is. The Holy Spirit shows us not Moses but Jesus. He doesn't bring us to the law.

He brings us to grace. And grace is much more powerful than the law. And I compare that to God taking
out this nature of a pig from inside us and putting the nature of a cat that keeps itself clean.

And if you take a cat through dirty lanes, you don't have to tie any chains on it. It'll come through clean.
Without chains, how is that? You want to know whether your church is full of pigs or cats? I'll tell you what.

Just give them freedom. And you'll discover pretty soon who's a pig and who's a cat. And people get
scared.

Hey, they're getting dirty. They're getting dirty because they're pigs. The solution is not to make rules for
them.

The solution is to get them to be filled with the Holy Spirit to change their nature. I don't mean to go to
some charismatic Pentecostal church and get some counterfeit. I'm not talking about that.

I'm talking about what Peter, James, and John got in the day of Pentecost. The Spirit that taught John that
you could walk as Jesus walked. What rules did Jesus live by? The Pharisees tried their best to bring Him
into their rules.

He refused to listen to them. He lived by the Spirit, by the Holy Spirit. And He was purer than all those
people with all their rules.

And that's what happens. I'll tell you, 613 commandments will not make you holy. Only the Holy Spirit can
do that.

And He will do it. And He'll do it in a much deeper way than this external holiness that brings the honor of
men inward. The whole message of the New Covenant is this.

That which was outward in the Old Covenant has now become inward. You have heard that you should
not commit murder. I say don't murder people in your heart.

That means don't get angry with them. You have heard that it said don't commit adultery. Don't commit
adultery in your heart.
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You have heard that you must speak the truth when you're taking a vow. You know, put your hand on a
Bible and say, I swear. No, speak the truth all the time.

All the time. How many of you can honestly say that you live like that? There is a verse in Psalm 15 which
says, Who shall dwell in the holy hill of the Lord? I mean, I've experienced this and I can... This is what the
Lord showed me from this Psalm. Have you read this verse? O Lord, who can abide in your tent? Dwell in
your holy hill? There are a number of things written there.

One who doesn't slander with his tongue, verse 3. But I'm thinking of this verse 4, the last part. He swears
to his own hurt and does not change. And the living Bible paraphrases it.

We can understand it better. He keeps a promise even if it ruins him. Got it? Supposing you have given...
Now, let me make it practical.

Supposing you have given your word to somebody. Okay, I'll do this. Or I'll sell this to you for so much.

Or I'll buy this from you for so much. But you haven't yet given him a signed statement. And a few days
later when he comes to make good on that, maybe the price has gone up or down.

You say, hey, I can't go by what I said the other day. I didn't sign it. Well, you're not a Christian.

That's all. You know, I've been through situations like that where I never gave a signed statement but I
gave my word. And I found later on that I had not considered certain factors before giving that word.

And I was going to lose a lot more financially. And the Lord reminded me of this verse. Your yes must be
yes.

Your no must be no. If you're a disciple of Moses, go to all those rules. I didn't sign it.

If you're a Christian, you keep your word. And I'll tell you this, I've kept my word. I've lost a lot of money.

But God's replaced it a hundred times. You think God will be in debt to you because you honored his
word? You got to be crazy to think that the creator of this universe is going to put you in debt because you
honored him. I've never had a lack.

Learn to follow what Jesus taught. He taught us the way of life. When you put the kingdom of God first, all
your earthly needs will be met.

He swears to his own hurt and he doesn't change. It's an inner life. It's an inner walk with God.

Everything you do is in God's presence. In the presence of Jesus Christ, who is greater than any
magistrate or supreme court judge, I gave my word to somebody. I'm going to keep it.

These are the things Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount. It's an inner life. It's not got to do with
removing jewelry or veiling the head or any such thing.

It's got to do with an inner life. Now I believe in all that. My wife and I don't wear jewelry.

In our church, everybody veils their head when they pray and prophesy. But that's not the main thing. If it
doesn't come out of inner life, it's legalism to the core.
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It must come out of an inner life. That's what I'm saying. Modesty in dress.

I believe it with all my heart. If a girl comes to my church immodestly dressed, I'll pull her up the very first
day. Gently, graciously tell her a better way.

But I'll tell her to change her heart. Have you noticed in the construction of the tabernacle, when the Lord
gave instructions. Now if you were to construct a building and an architect were to draw up a plan, how
would he draw it? He'd first draw the size of the compound and then the outer size of the building and then
the rooms, etc., etc.

Can you imagine an architect who is trying to design a house and he starts with a sofa that he puts in the
middle of the sitting room? That's crazy, isn't it? Do you know that's how the design of the tabernacle
started? God doesn't tell Moses about the size of the outer court or the size of the holy place. He says,
let's start with the ark. Why? Because the ark was in the innermost place.

It was there where God would dwell. And the Lord said, you want to build a house for me? Start with the
innermost place. We got to learn some things.

These are not things you learn in Bible school. These are things the Holy Spirit will teach you if you read
Scripture and humble yourself and say, Lord, I'm stupid as a donkey when it comes to spiritual things.
Please teach me.

I go to Scripture like that. The Bible says, He has hidden these things from the clever and the intelligent.
He's revealed them to babes.

Go like a babe to Scripture and say, open my blind eyes, Lord. The Holy Spirit will show you that God,
right in the Old Testament, even through those signs, He was saying, I'm interested in your inner life. The
curtains, the rods, the pillars and the poles and all that of the tabernacle come later, but start with the ark.

I believe in all the external things of Christianity, but it must start from within. And if it doesn't start from
within, we're just going to raise a bunch of pigs with 613 rules, chains to keep them holy. I don't want to
build a church like that.

I don't want to build an Old Testament church. I'd rather build no church than an Old Testament church.
That's why I need the Holy Spirit.

That's why we need to urge people to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Inside, it's the most important thing.
What is the most important thing you look for when you go to a church? You know, people ask me when I
meet God in different places about my church.

And if they ask me, do you break bread every Sunday? I know, these are from the Plymouth bread. I don't
need to ask anymore. Do you speak in tongues? I know, these are Pentecostals.

From different questions, I can make out what is primary in their life. Do your sisters wail their heads? Do
they wail it all the time? These are the primary questions. I've never heard anybody ask me till today, do
you love one another? That's what Jesus said.

All men will know you're my disciples. When you do what? When you speak in tongues? When your
sisters wail their heads? When you sing certain hymns? When you sing these new charismatic choruses?
It's when you love one another. And I'll tell you this, it's the Holy Spirit who sheds abroad the love of God in



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 7

our hearts.

Romans 5 says that. There is no way that you can love an unlovely person unless the Holy Spirit fills your
heart. It's easy to love those who are kind and nice to you.

But some of God's people are, like the Bible says, peculiar people. And to love them is not easy. But when
the Holy Spirit fills you, you can.

You can. Because God loves them. Because Jesus loved them enough to die for them.

I remember once when I felt I should rebuke someone very strongly about something which is needed.
The Lord said to me, I saw the example of how Jesus rebuked people. And the Lord showed me
something many years ago which I've never forgotten.

He said, remember that the people I rebuked, I died and shed my blood for them. Are you willing to do
that? Or you just rebuke and go away? Boy, I'll never forget it. I'll never forget it all my life.

That the more we are willing to lay down our life for people, the more authority we have to rebuke them.
Otherwise, we don't have that authority. How could Jesus call Peter, Get behind me, Satan! Because he
loved them enough to die for him.

How could he turn around to the Pharisees and say, You generation of vipers! He loved them enough to
die for them. I have rebuked people, but I've never called anybody Satan, because I haven't loved people
enough. I've never called anybody a generation of viper.

I don't have that authority, because I haven't been willing to lay down my life for them. Why is it we can
rebuke our own children more strongly than we can rebuke other people's children? Because we do so
much for our children. We are willing to sacrifice everything for our children.

If there's one loaf of bread in the house, we'd rather have our children eat it than we eat it ourselves. Such
people we can rebuke. I've rebuked my own children more strongly than any other children in the world.

Because I was willing to do so much for them. It's love. That's what we see in Jesus.

And that's what the Holy Spirit gives us. Today there are so many people who preach fire and brimstone,
and they look like prophets and revivalists. I'm not impressed.

I'd like to see whether they're willing to lay down their lives for me. It's easy to preach fire and brimstone
and get a reputation as some type of prophet. There are certain people in Christianity who will appreciate
that.

But when I see the Spirit of Christ, He spoke strong words. He took a whip once to chase people out of the
temple who tried to make money in the name of religion. But He loved them enough to die for them.

And if this is the Spirit, that is the Spirit of Christ, do you want it? Do you really want the Spirit of Christ? Do
you really want to lay down your lives for people who hate God and hate you? Is that the Spirit you want or
you want some experience? The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ. And I see, you know, before He ever
came to, was born in Bethlehem, it started in heaven. I'm trying to understand the Spirit of Christ.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 8

I'm trying to understand this Holy Spirit that I'm asking God to fill me with. You know, sometimes we are
asking for something we don't realize what we're asking for. Let me explain to you what the Spirit of Christ
is.

Many of you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit. I'm just trying to explain what that Spirit is and then think
again before you ask God for the Spirit. When Jesus was in heaven, He looked down on this earth and He
saw people messing up their lives, destroying themselves, serving the devil, all types of evil.

And He sat there in the glory of heaven, enjoying all that wonderful peace and presence of God there. And
He said, I want them to have this, what I have. I don't want to enjoy this myself.

I want them also to enjoy it. How to do it? Okay. I have to go down, suffer, give up all these, all this
enjoyment I have here, be rejected, spat upon.

And if I can bring even some of them up here to enjoy this, I'll do it. Do you want that Spirit? This is the
Spirit that drove missionaries to go to difficult parts of the world. It's the Spirit of Christ.

They heard about these people who are living in sin, serving the devil. They could have lived in comfort,
making a lot of money in their own country. But the Spirit of Christ filled them.

He said, I got to go and bring them to where I am. I can't enjoy this. I remember when I began to first
experience the glory of life in Christ.

Many 20 years after I was converted. This glory of the life free from depression and discouragement and
anger and lust and telling lies and love of money and all the wretched things I had as a born again
Christian. And I said, Lord, if you give me life, I'm going to spread this as much as one human being can
ever spread it.

This truth. I will do it. Because I saw so many Christians around me defeated.

Their home lives in a mess. Christians who were living in sin just getting the blood of Jesus. Blood of
Jesus cleanses me.

Blood of Jesus cleanses me. And I could see the devil had trapped them, blinded their eyes, made them
miss what God had for them. And I said, Lord, I've got to get them to hear it.

Do you have a burden like that? That's why I asked God to fill me with the Holy Spirit. I said, Lord, I can't
do it. How can I do it alone? How can one man do this? Fill me with the Holy Spirit.

Then rivers of living water will go out from me. It was not for myself. I already had that life.

I want to ask you, my brother, sister. Do you have a passion to have this Spirit of Christ? He never lived for
himself. There was a poem, there was a hymn I heard those days which I wrote in the front of my Bible.

Lord, help me to live from day to day in such a self-forgetful way. Lord, help me live from day to day in
such a self-forgetful way that even when I kneel to pray, my prayer shall be for others. Others, Lord.

Others, let this my motto be. Help me to live for others that I might live like Thee. This is what it means to
be filled with the Holy Spirit.

It's not rivers flowing in. It's rivers flowing out. It flows in from heaven, but it flows out.
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And I'll tell you this. Believe me. If you get filled with the Holy Spirit, your life will be inconvenienced
tremendously.

You want it? I remember hearing a story of a brother who had a genuine gift of healing. Not one of these
fake healers who stand up on great platforms today. One who was quietly going around, never on a
platform, praying for people individually here and there.

And people were being healed because he had the gift of healing. It's a gift. God hasn't given it to me.

God gave me the gift of preaching His Word. But I believe that any gift God gives, it'll draw people who
want it. And you know what happened when he had the gift of healing? Sick people would come.

And he would be invited to go here and there. He would be woken up at 3 o'clock at night in the middle of
the night because somebody was seriously sick. His life was inconvenienced tremendously because he
had a gift.

And he wouldn't collect money from people. He wasn't doing it for money. One day, when he got a call at
about 2 o'clock in the morning to come somewhere, he said, Lord, will you please stop these people from
disturbing me in the middle of the night like this? And the Lord said, Sure.

And he took away his gift. He would still go around praying for people. Nothing happened.

The gift was gone. And gradually the word spread. It's no use calling him.

He's lost the gift. He never got disturbed anymore at 2 o'clock in the morning. He wept.

Went back to God and said, God, let them disturb me. Give me back the gift. You think it's exciting to be
filled with the Holy Spirit? You'll be inconvenienced.

Jesus was inconvenienced. Do you know there's a time it says that he didn't have time to eat food. Have
you read this verse? It says he was so busy that they... In Mark chapter 3, it says, the multitude gathered
so much, Mark 3, 20, so to such an extent that he could not even eat a meal.

It wasn't like that before when he was a carpenter. He could go for his meals on time. But once he came
into the ministry anointed by the Holy Spirit, he... And it was not just one meal because if it was just one
meal, it was not a serious thing.

Many of us miss a meal. But this was so serious. There were so many meals he was missing that it says
his relatives heard about it, verse 21, and said, he's lost his senses.

Nobody will say you've lost your senses if you miss a meal. But this Jesus, he was missing so many
meals. This man's crazy.

Serving people, serving people, going here, going there. It says they took custody of him that they thought
he had gone mad. So many people, when they ask God to fill them with the Holy Spirit, they don't realize
what they're asking for.

What they're asking for is some tickling sensation, experience, some electric shock that they get that they
heard somebody testified about. No, that's not what the Bible speaks about. Think of the apostle Paul.
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If he hadn't been filled with the Holy Spirit, he'd have just been a religious legalist following 613 rules and
saying, I kept my conscience clear from my childhood. But when he got filled with the Spirit, things
changed. He got beaten.

He got hammered. He got shipwrecked. All types of things.

Why? Is this what happens to Spirit-filled people? Yeah. A lot of them get in prison. They get martyred.

They get killed. They didn't have to be killed if they were not going to be witnesses for Jesus. So... But
Jesus is our example.

There in heaven, he felt, I... they must have what I have. That is the Spirit of Christ. It's no longer selfish.

You know how children are? They want everything for themselves. All the toys are mine. I'm not going to
give it to you.

We're like that. When we grow up, we're still like that. Only thing we do it in more refined ways because
otherwise it will look ugly.

You know children will grab the biggest piece of the cake from the plate. We don't do that. We like to have
it, but we lose our testimony.

We're not... We haven't changed really. But when the Holy Spirit fills us, he changes us inside. We really
consider the good of the other person above our own.

That's how it was with Jesus. He lived his whole life thinking of how he could bless others. If it
inconvenience me, let it be so.

How do you think Christians who think 3 meetings a week is too much? Where in the world will such
Christians be filled with the Holy Spirit? You might get filled with the Holy Spirit and end up having 7
meetings a week. You think it's too much. You could have... You're filled with the Holy Spirit may send you
to prayer meetings where you spend 4, 5, 6 hours in prayer and fast.

You want that? Or you want this nice 1 hour meeting on Sunday morning and go home. Say, Lord, I'd like
to be a spirit-filled Christian. Well, there are enough denominations in Christianity to give you some cheap
counterfeit to tell you that you're filled.

But if you want the genuine thing, look at Jesus. See how he lived. See what happened when he was filled
with the Holy Spirit.

The devil hated him. And I tell you, the devil is against everyone who's filled with the Spirit. He targets
them.

But we're not afraid. There was a time when I was afraid of the devil. I believe today the devil is afraid of
me.

Can you say that? When you're filled with the Spirit, you can say it. If you're not filled with the Spirit, say,
Oh, I better not say that. The devil will trouble me tomorrow if I ever say something like that.

How many Christians there are who are scared of the devil? Who wouldn't know what to do if they meet a
demon-possessed person? I didn't know what to do. For 16 years after I was born again, before I was
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baptized in the Holy Spirit, I didn't know what to do if I confronted a demon-possessed person. I heard of
one preacher who was in a meeting and a demon-possessed person began to manifest himself.

He says, I can't cast out a demon, but I can ask the ashes to cast you out. So that takes care of the demon
as well. Is that the way Jesus did it? No.

He cast the demon out of the person. We are surrounded by people who are oppressed by the devil in so
many ways. The greatest need today is for Christians who are, have a genuine baptism in fire, in
immersion in the Holy Spirit.

And I want to urge you, my brothers and sisters, the need of the hour is this. There's a lot of counterfeit
around. Look at Jesus and see what was the secret of His life.

The Holy Spirit made Him so secure in His Father's love. He never wanted anybody's support. There was
a time when, just before He went to the cross, where He knew all His disciples would leave Him.

And He said, an hour is coming. This is John 16 and verse 32. An hour is coming, He said, and it's already
come.

You will all run away to your own home. All of you, you guys, you're the twelve, eleven who stood with Me.
Even you will leave Me.

But I'm not alone. Look at the security. He didn't want even the support of the eleven.

What a wonderful way to live. I don't want anybody's support. I found that happened to me when God
really filled me with the Holy Spirit.

I said, it doesn't matter, Lord, if all of India turns against me anymore. Because I was sure God was with
me. And that's what Jesus said.

You will all leave Me. That's fine. I'm not alone.

The Father is with Me. His life was so secure because of the Holy Spirit. Remember, Jesus lived on earth
as a man.

He was Almighty God. That's why He accepted worship. He never ceased to be God.

God can never cease to be God. Even if He takes human form. So He never ceased to be God.

But what I'm saying is He never used any of the resources He had as God when He was on earth. He lived
on earth as a man. Otherwise He could not be an example for us.

An angel who flies across the swimming pool and says, follow me. I'll say, sorry, you can't be an example
for me. Get rid of your wings first.

And take my body. And then teach me how to cross this river. So Jesus came to earth and though He was
God, He never used any of those resources.

Otherwise He could not be an example for us. And He lived on earth as a spirit-filled man. And that's
what's helped me in the midst of the confusion in Christendom today to see that the perfect spirit-filled
man is Jesus Christ.
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And when I say I want to be filled with the Spirit, I want to be like Jesus. That's why I want to be filled with
the Spirit. I want to live like He lived.

I want to love like He loved. I want to have the same spirit He had. I want to serve others like He served.

I want to value other people like He valued. He didn't care whether a person was a leper or a king. They
were all the same to Him.

I say, Lord, I wanted to be like that. I want to look at all people exactly. That means, you know how as
human beings, we have prejudices in our mind.

We have prejudices against certain categories of humanity. You look into your own mind. Be honest with
yourself.

And you'll see it's there. You have certain prejudices against certain people. You have certain prejudices
against certain people in your own church, perhaps.

Jesus didn't. He loved people too much to have a prejudice against them. Because He was filled with the
Holy Spirit.

Don't say He was that because He was God. He emptied Himself, it says, of all those resources He had.
And He lived as a spirit-filled man.

That's what challenges me that I can live as He lived. Because He became like me. He was made in all
things like His brothers.

And the way He lived was because He was filled with the Holy Spirit. And as I studied the earthly life of
Jesus, He had such a passion to help others that the Holy Spirit would lead Him to people. It's amazing.

You know, He'd walk down a road, and the Holy Spirit would say, Now stop. Look up into the tree. There's
a man sitting there.

You gotta bless him. That's how He lived on earth. Do you believe you can live like that? Of course you
don't know.

That's because He was God. That's exactly what the devil wants you to believe. That He lived on earth
using resources that we can never have.

So of course you can't walk like Him. I know He was God. But do you also know that He emptied Himself?
This glorious truth.

In order to be an example for us, He emptied Himself of all those resources so that He could live as a
spirit-filled man. There are things He did which I can't do, like accept worship, forgive people's sins. He did
that as God.

But the way He served others was not with His resources as God. He served them as a spirit-filled man.
That's why you read in this Old Testament verse, which is a great challenge.

In Isaiah chapter 42, where it's referring to Jesus. It says, Isaiah 42. I want you to take this as a word from
God to your own heart this morning.
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Isaiah 42 verse 1. Behold My servant whom I uphold, My chosen one in whom My soul delights. It's
referring, it's a prophetic reference to Christ. I have put My spirit upon Him.

He will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry out or raise His voice, nor make His voice heard in
the street. A bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish.

He will faithfully bring forth justice. He will never be discouraged or crushed until He has established
justice on the earth. Now that's a verse there, which is quoted in the New Testament, in Matthew's Gospel
chapter 12.

He will not cry out in the street, and a bruised reed He will not break. It's referring to Christ. But the part I
want to speak about is the first verse.

Behold My servant means what? Look carefully at Jesus. Are you willing to take that exhortation? I've
taken it. Look carefully at My servant Jesus.

My servant means the way He served me. And I say, Lord, I want to serve like He served. I started
studying how He preached, because I wanted to preach like Jesus.

There were many preachers in the world, and I said, Lord, I will not imitate any of them. I want to study
how Jesus preached. He was never boring even once.

People's hearts burned like a fire, even when He preached for two hours. And I said, Lord, I can do that.
Fill me with the Holy Spirit.

I'm not saying... That's only if you're called to be a preacher. If you're called to be a mother, you can be a
first-class mother. If you're called to be a help in the church, you can be a first-class help.

My calling was to be a preacher. I wanted to preach like Jesus. I wanted to serve the Lord like Jesus.

I wanted to have the same attitude to money that Jesus had. I haven't got there yet. But I'm working
towards it.

I'm determined to get there. I want to look at women exactly like Jesus looked at women. I want to look at
Pharisees the way Jesus looked at Pharisees.

I want to forgive those who crucify me, like Jesus forgave. He's become my example in everything. This is
what it means.

This is why we want to be filled with the Holy Spirit. It's the Spirit of Christ. Look carefully at my servant
whom I uphold.

He doesn't uphold himself. Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Father.

You will uphold me. You will keep me from falling. I cannot keep myself from falling.

But He can keep me all the time. He can keep me a whole day from committing conscious sin. He can
keep me from losing my temper when I'm provoked.

He can help me to control my tongue. He can help me to have a spirit of thanksgiving and praise and joy
24 hours of the day, 7 days of the week. I can't do it.
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But He can do it. Look carefully. The solution is here.

Look carefully at my servant whom I uphold. My chosen one whom my soul delights in. How many of you
have a hunger and a thirst that God the Father should delight in you? I have that.

I cry out at night on my pillows, Lord, I want you to be happy with me. I don't care what the whole world
thinks about me. I don't even want to be a great preacher.

I want you to delight in me like you delight in Jesus. Do you have that desire, my dear brothers? I hope this
weekend will turn you around so completely that your life will be different from this weekend onwards. I'm
not asking you to be great preachers or miracle workers.

I'm saying walk like Jesus walked in your home, in your daily life because this world needs to see that.
Christendom needs to see it. Christendom needs to have faith that it is possible.

That's the challenge that come to me. Don't just preach. The Lord said live.

Live in such a way that people will see that it is possible to live this life. It's possible to walk on earth as
Jesus walked. It's possible to preach as Jesus preached.

It's possible to love your enemies as Jesus loved. It's possible to forgive as Jesus forgave. It's possible to
do good.

It's possible to be detached from the love of money. It's possible to forgive those who cheat you the way
Jesus forgave Judas Iscariot continuously who was cheating him of his money. Look carefully.

I have put my spirit upon him. That's the secret. Not because he was God.

Look carefully at my servant. How did he live like this? I have put my Holy Spirit upon him. When the Holy
Spirit is upon him, he'll be very gentle.

He will not break a bruised wreath. He will deal gently with people who have messed up their life with
divorce. He will not treat them the way these legalistic Christians treat them.

No. They're already bruised and broken. He will not break them more.

He will deal gently with them. Their lamps are dying out. He will blow them up to a flame.

I say, Lord, I want to be like that. I don't want to be like the Pharisees ready with my pocket full of stones to
throw at people. I remember a time in my life when I was a legalist.

I didn't understand Jesus. I understood Moses. I understood the 613 laws and I added many more of my
own to those 613.

And my pockets were full of stones when I stood in the pulpit. And I flung it here and flung it there and hurt
people. And I didn't give them helmets before preaching at them.

I just flung it at them and hurt them. I don't have any stones in my pockets today. I finished with them.

I saw Jesus. I looked carefully at Jesus. I want to say, brothers and sisters, God wants a church full of
such people.
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I see my tremendous need. There was a time when I thought I was close to the Lord. I feel that, oh, I'm
miles from becoming like Jesus.

The closer I've come to the Lord, I've seen how unlike Him I am. And I'll tell you before God, my life is one
of daily repentance because I've been gripped looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of my faith. I
want to run this race till He comes again.

And I need to be filled with the Holy Spirit every day. I want to deliver people around me who are, you
know, captured by the devil in the chains of legalism, the chains of worldliness, the chains of deception.
These are the three main things I see in Christendom today.

Worldliness, deception, and legalism. And each person thinks they are better than the people in the other
group. But they're all enslaved.

They're chains. Many a times when I get up to speak, the Lord tells me, there are slaves sitting in front of
you who should be kings. Set them free from their chains so that they can reign as they should.

That the chains which the devil has put upon them can be broken. Slaves who should be kings. God wants
us to be kings, to rule in Christ.

That's why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. It's the most wonderful life you can ever live. I know in
my life, being filled with the Spirit means a lot of inconveniences, but the rewards and the joys of
fellowship with God are a million times greater than all those things.

One of my favorite songs is, It'll be worth it all when we see Jesus. It will be worth it all when we see
Jesus. One look from His dear face, all sorrows will erase.

So let's run the race. Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. I want to challenge you,
every one of you, maybe you've had prejudices, you never sought seriously to be filled with the Holy Spirit,
maybe you're happy with your present Christian life.

I'll tell you, I'm not. I'm not happy with the way I'm living today. I want to be more Christ-like and I'm a long
way to go.

I'm not even happy with the way I preach. I keep judging myself every time I speak. I say, Lord, make it
more like yours.

If you're serving, if you're a mother, you need to be a more Christ-like mother. If you're a husband, you
need to be a more Christ-like husband. You need to be a more Christ-like father.

I find this. My children are married. I want to be a more Christ-like father to them.

And I'm always cleansing myself. It'll never end. Because I have the blessed hope that He's going to come
and I'm going to be like Him and I want to purify myself as He is pure.

That's why I need to be filled with the Holy Spirit every day. Dear brothers and sisters, I hope God's put a
spark in your heart. Paul told Timothy, stir it up to a flame.

Let's bow our heads before God. Heavenly Father, You know our hearts. I really believe with all my heart
there are many, many people here hungering and thirsting.
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And Lord, You said, if anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. I pray that we shall come to You. I
pray that we shall come to You with faith, believing that You can do for us exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or even think.

I believe that, Lord. We don't want to hinder You by unbelief. There is a life that You want us to live which
we are not living yet.

And I pray it will be true a little more in the days to come. Than it's been in the days gone by. Lord, help us
to respond to Your call to come up higher.

To turn our eyes upon You so that the things of this world will become strangely dim in our eyes and
become dimmer and dimmer and dimmer until we see You face to face. Many a times we've gone the
wrong way, Lord. The things of the world have become bigger and bigger and brighter and brighter in our
eyes.

But turn us around, we pray, once again. We shall see Your face and run the race looking unto You, the
author and finisher of our faith. We pray in Jesus' name.

Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/17/SID17437.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/spirit-filled-life-part-6-concerned-for-others/
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