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(Spirit-Filled Life) Part 7: Humility and a Good
Conscience

by Zac Poonen

Zac Poonen's sermon emphasizes the importance of humility, faith in God's love, and the role of the Holy Spirit
in guiding our lives.

Duration: 1:05:54
Scripture: Exodus 23:26, Matthew 4:13 - 5:5, Luke 12:11-16, Hebrews 2:14, Revelation 1:18
Topics: "Holy Spirit", "Christian Living"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of walking with Jesus and living a triumphant life.
He highlights the irrationality of being against television but not against computers, as the internet can
expose people to even filthier content. The solution, according to the speaker, is to teach our children to
have reverence for God and to listen to their conscience, which is guided by the Holy Spirit. He compares
this guidance to a police dog following a trail, always choosing the way that aligns with God's will.
Ultimately, the speaker encourages the audience to submit to Jesus' yoke and live a satisfying life fulfilling
God's plan.

Transcript

So we've come to our last session and faith, I've tried to think about some definitions of faith which | myself
have tried to understand from scripture in general. So one of the things, one of my definitions of faith
anyway is to believe that God loves me just as | am. He doesn't wait for me to change before he loves me.

He loves me when I've fallen. He loves me. He's disappointed when | let him down, but he doesn't stop
loving me.

He's always on my side against the devil. And that applies to you too. If you can believe that God loves
you as you are, he wants you to change because he sees that the way you're living, you're going to have a
lot of regrets in eternity.

If you value earthly things more than God, you may not see your loss now, but one day you will. And when
you see it, you'll regret. It's something like, you know, when we tell our children to take their education
seriously, say they're in third or fourth grade or anything and they just play the fool and don't take their,
and they keep failing and they're never able to understand something and they think it's not serious.
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Well, parents are disappointed. Or even you tell them to eat food that's good for them. They don't eat.

You're disappointed. You're not angry, but you're disappointed. | don't believe God's angry with his
children, but he's terribly disappointed with many of his children.

There's a prayer of David's, which I've often encouraged people in our church to pray. It's a living Bible
paraphrase of Psalm 139, the last verse. See Psalm 139 speaks about a certain plan God has for our life.

He says, Lord, you, you wove me in my mother's womb, verse 13. And this is an amazing thing. | never
saw it for many years.

Verse 16, in the middle of that verse, it says, in your book, all the days you had planned for me were
written down before | was even born. All the days. | mean, this is amazing.

The way | picture it, there's a book in heaven. It's picture language. Remember this big book means it's in
God's mind.

But there's a book in heaven with my name on it. And long before | was born, he wrote in that book the day
| was to be born and all the days that he had planned for me. It's a beautiful promise in Exodus 23.

I will fulfill the number of your days. And I've said, Lord, | want to live as long as you want me to live on this
earth. And | don't want to live one day more than that.

| believe you'll fulfill the number of my days. The keys of death are now in Jesus hands. He took it from the
devil the day he rose from the dead.

When he died and rose, he took the key of death from Satan's hand. We read that in Hebrews 2, 14. And
he says in Revelation, | have the keys of death now.

And if you walk in the will of God, you can never die before Jesus opens that door. You don't have to be
afraid of cancer, road accidents, nothing that your enemies or anything that anybody tries to do to you.
The number of days were written down in that book in verse 16.

Before there was even one of them before | was born. And one of my prayers has been, Lord, | want to be
every day of my life in the place where you planned in my book. So we may have the question, what about
all the days | messed up? | didn't listen to God at all.

So many years, your life, my life, everybody's life. We didn't listen or maybe we after we were born again,
we backslid or we were legalists and we never sought God's will. Well, God knows the future and he made
allowance for that.

He made allowance for that, that he knew that it would be quite some years before | responded finally to
his word and surrendered everything. And the wonderful thing about God is that he can use even our
failures to teach us something which can be very valuable. The difficult experiences that we go through.

Think of a man like Joe who lost his all his business and all his children in one day. | don't think in the
history of the world has ever been a man like that. And what sort of ministry do you think he would have? |
think he would be able to comfort parents who have lost their children or lost their business more than you
and | can.
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Much more because he could say to them, listen, God will see you through and his words will carry more
weight than mine. See how his trials and experiences equipped him in a way which I'm not equipped. So
everything, even our failures, God can turn to something good.

| have asked this question in many places. What can you tell me? What is the worst thing that ever
happened on this earth from the time of Adam? The worst sin that was ever committed on earth, the
absolutely number one most evil thing in the world that ever happened. And, you know, that was the
crucifixion of Christ.

There was never a greater sin that any man committed than killing the son of God. That was the worst
thing that ever happened. You know, everything else that you can think of is nothing compared to killing
the son of God.

Okay, | ask next question. What's the best thing that ever happened on this earth? The crucifixion of Christ
and his resurrection. You see, it's the same thing, the same thing, which is the worst.

God turned into the best to teach us, to teach us one lesson that the worst thing that's happened in your
life, God is able to turn it into something wonderful. If you have faith, you know, we miss out on so many
things because we don't believe. | have faith.

I made a lot of mistakes and blunders and sins in my life. And I've said, Lord, | believe that you're a God
who can bring good out of evil. And if you can make all the evil that other people do to me to work for my
good, I'm sure you can make some of the evil | did myself to work for my good in some way.

And the mistakes | made and even your legalism, for example, | was a Pharisee of the Pharisees once
upon a time and a thorough legalist. But it has helped me when | see other people who are in that same
bondage today to be able to know how to set them free if they want to be set free. A lot of them don't want
to be set free.

But those who want to be there are a few. There's always a remnant of those who want to be free. So
everything we go through, even God's made allowance for that, too.

So you don't have to live in regret over the past. But I'll tell you this, from the time you get light. And |
believe that many of you have got light this weekend, seen things that you've never seen before.

It's enlarged your mind and your vision of God. And God is saying to each of you, my son, my daughter,
come up higher. It's an invitation to come up to a higher level of life.

And he says, I'll help you. But you must believe faith is to believe that God loves you as you are. Faith is to
believe that everything God has commanded in scripture is for your good.

You know, like we can be disappointed with our children when they can't understand that some of the
things we tell them is for their good. When you take the knife out of the hand of your two year old child,
does he believe that it's for your good? | mean, he thinks it's so wonderful to play with the shiny knife and
dad and mom take it out of my hand. They don't love me.

But they love you far more than you think, you little two year old. But it's not only when they are two. What
about when they get into that teenage years? You think that teenage daughter of yours understands the
restrictions you place upon her? No, she thinks that and mama too strict until one day she's messed up

Sermonlindex.net | Page 3



her life with somebody.

Then she realized that dad and mom loved her more than anybody else. We parents recognize children
don't believe, don't trust us. They don't trust us when they are two.

They don't trust us when they're 17 or 18. They don't realize that dad and mom have my good at heart.
We're like that when we come to God.

We read something in scripture and say, Oh, well, that's too extreme. We don't realize it's a loving father
who knows exactly what's good for us, telling us that. So faith is to believe that every commandment of
God is for my good.

| believe it. | believe | really believed it. | would be eager to find out what those commandments are.

I mean, if you were to buy a very expensive electronic gadget like a dishwasher or a washing machine or
some computer or something very expensive, and you got a little booklet with it called Manufacturer's
Instructions. | think you'd be careful to read that carefully. So you don't blow up your machine and waste
your money.

Is there any machine more important than your body? Is there any machine that's more important than the
one earthly life God's given you? There's only one book called the Manufacturer's Instructions. That's the
Bible. If you read it, if you really believe that God's commands are for your good, you'll be eager and
desperate to find out what those commands are.

And | tell you, after 48 years of studying the Bible, it has saved me, kept me, made my life supremely
happy. When the Bible tells me to forgive others, no matter what they do to you, forgive them. It's good for
us.

And the wonderful thing is that the Holy Spirit is there to help us in every single command. He doesn't just
give us a command and tell us to do it. He gives us the power of the Holy Spirit.

That is the difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. In the Old Covenant, there was a
command, do this. They couldn't do it.

In the New Testament, the Lord says, | will make you do this. Just allow me. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me.

It's like these bullocks we have in the fields in India, where they don't have tractors. There are bullocks
that plow the field and there's a yoke on the neck of one bullock. And when a senior, experienced bullock
wants to train a junior, inexperienced bullock how to plow a straight furrow, the older bullock would say,
take my yoke upon you.

Walk at my pace and | will teach you to plow a straight furrow. So straight that one day you'll be able to
teach others how to plow a straight furrow. But you got to learn in the beginning.

So if | bow my neck under Jesus yoke and say, Lord, | want to learn from you. I'll do it the way you say. |
live the most satisfying life.

When | come to the end of my life, I'll be able to look back and say, Lord, thank you. When | was 21 years
old, God showed me one thing that he had a plan for my life. | didn't know all the scriptures like this, but |
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knew he had a plan for my life.

And | said, Lord, | want to fulfill it. I'm a little over 68 now. And as | look back over my life, | have a
tremendous satisfaction.

It's not that | didn't make any blunders, but God taught me many things through those blunders. And |
often tell young people, | wish you'd have the same satisfaction when you come to the end of your life and
you look back and say, God even turned the blunders for something good. And | accomplished God's will
on earth.

How could Paul say at the end of his life? | have finished my course. Second Timothy four. You know, the
30 years of his life, he was persecuting Christians and blundered and went the wrong way.

How could a man who went the wrong way for 30 years of his life say at the end of his life that he finished
his course? Was that God's plan for him? The early first part of his life to kill Christians? No, God had
made allowance for it. God knew this guy is sincere, but he's totally wrong. And he made allowance for it
so that even though Paul messed up his life so much in the early part and did so many wrong things like
circumcising Timothy, fighting with Barnabas, not breaking up that fellowship, the Holy Spirit array
organized and losing fellowship with Barnabas.

I mean, working together that broke up permanently. God planned for them to work together forever. It
broke up.

We would think such a man can never fulfill God's plan for his life, but he did. It's amazing what God can
do. God can take our where we are and help us to fulfill his plan.

You know, a couple of years when | was traveling in a car in the US and | saw for the first time this GPS
system and how it would say now turn right, turn left. | said, boy, this is how God wants us to live. Listen to
the Holy Spirit as we go along and there's a destination he'll take us to.

And the most wonderful thing | saw in that GPS was that supposing this person took a wrong turning, the
GPS didn't get upset and say, hey, what are you doing? Amazing. It was a real lesson to me. Be patient.

Be patient. The GPS will say, okay, never mind. I'll recalculate how to get to your goal.

Isn't that great? That's how the Holy Spirit is. You messed up and you turn somewhere, you stubbornly
went off here. The Holy Spirit says, never mind.

I'll recalculate and I'll tell you how to get you there still. It's wonderful. God is better than any GPS, I'll tell
you.

And he's more patient. You don't have to worry. You don't have to be discouraged.

Have you messed up? Have you gone completely off track? Never mind. He'll get you there. So that's
faith.

Believe that God loves me as | am and he is on my side against the devil. He'll never get on the devil's
side against me. Impossible.
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How can God get on the devil's side? The devil may resist me, but he's always on my side against the
devil. But | want to say that with one qualifying statement. There is only one situation where God will turn
against you.

| have to tell you the truth. As a servant of the Lord, and that is if you become proud. Not if you commit
adultery, not even if you murder, though | hope you'll never do those things.

But if you become proud in that moment, God turns around and becomes your enemy. He becomes your
enemy because he loves you. Because he sees you're going in the wrong direction.

He says, | can't support this man anymore. I've got to get in front of him now and push him back. And then
if you're an unbeliever, things will go smoothly in your life even when you're proud.

But if you're a child of God whom jealously loves, and you become proud, | tell you, everything will go
wrong in your life. You'll have financial difficulties, your business will fail, all types of things will happen
because God loves you. The unbeliever who's in pride, his business will prosper because God doesn't
care for him.

But you're his child. That's why he deals specially with you. He holds you in a jealous care.

I've known times in my life where God disciplined me and | was lying in bed sick and | said, Lord, what did
I do wrong? And the Lord would remind me of one careless word. One careless word that | spoke the
previous week to somebody. Did it make me angry with God for disciplining me for one careless word?
No.

| wept with joy. | said, Lord, how much you love me that you don't even want me to go one degree off the
wrong path. You don't wait till I've turned 90 degrees off before you discipline me.

Half a degree, point one degree. You discipline me and say, get back, my son. | said, Lord, treat me like
that forever.

Please treat me like that forever. | want that. | want to be disciplined.

Whoever whom the Lord loves, he disciplines. I'll tell you something. I've seen believers who do wrong
things.

They tell lies. They do some terrible evil things and | see nothing bad happening to them and | say it's
terrible. God must have given up on them.

He must have given up on them because | know times when | go one degree off track and here how he
treats me and these fellows have gone 90 degrees off track and going completely around. Nothing seems
to happen to them. God must have given up on them.

He must have put them on the shelf and say, go your way. I've got no more time for you. Be thankful if
God is disciplining you.

He loves us too much to let us go astray and waste our life. That's why he disciplines us and that's why we
need to pray this prayer. | was mentioning which David prayed in the last verse of Psalm 139.
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The Living Bible says, Lord, point out anything in me that makes you sad. Is there a hurtful way in me?
Hurtful means something that hurts God. Lord, point out anything in me that makes you sad.

| printed it out on a card and gave it to everybody in our church. | said, keep it somewhere where you can
see it. Lord, point out anything in my life that makes you sad.

A lot of people are wondering what makes God angry. Forget it. God's not angry with you.

Ask him to point out anything in your life that makes him sad, that makes him disappointed. Be one of
those children of God who will come to God and say, Dad, is there anything in my life that's making you
sad? Please tell me. | want to set it right.

You as a father, mother, can you think of the delight that will come to your heart if your little boy or girl
comes to you and says, Dad, tell me, is there anything I'm making you sad in? | really want to make you
happy. Boy, that would have made your day if somebody tells you that. You know, that's what God's
waiting to hear from many of us.

| pray that prayer frequently. Lord, | don't see everything in my life. Paul said, Paul, the great apostle said,
we see darkly.

Then shall | know as | am known. 1 Corinthians 13. He said, | don't know myself fully.

| try to see myself and it's a dark glass. But the Lord knows me fully. And so | want him to tell me if there's
anything in my life that makes me sad.

You remember Isaiah? He thought he was a very holy man. Till one day he saw the glory of God. And he
saw that his lips were unclean.

It was his speech that he was convicted of. Are you convicted of your speech? Isaiah was not convicted of
it till he saw the glory of God. He was absolutely sincere.

You can be absolutely sincere and you may think there's nothing wrong with you till one day you see the
glory of God. And boy, you get floored and say, Lord, what a wretch | am. How merciful you've been with
me.

Another definition of faith that | have in relation to, you know, seeking God for the power of the Holy Spirit.
We need faith. We need thirst.

| believe many of you have thirst, but you need to have faith. And that's why I'm trying to make you
understand what faith is. You know, it's not that God will fill you with the Holy Spirit when you're perfect.

No, God loves you as you are. He wants to give you the power of the Holy Spirit right now, if you're
sincere. Another definition of faith that | see from scripture is to believe that God is more eager to bless me
than | am to be blessed.

Can you believe that? It's very difficult for many Christians. They say, I'm so eager. God's not blessing me.

Do you really believe that God's more eager to bless you than you are to be blessed? Jesus always used
the example of fathers and children, parents and children. Is there a parent sitting here who's not eager
that it should go well with your children? What sacrifices you make that it might go well with your children?
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I mean, your children don't even know that. There are many secret sacrifices you make.

You deny yourself almost everything you do. You work hard and earn money to educate your children, to
feed your children, to clothe your children, to bring up your children. There are little babies, you wake up at
night, you sacrifice so many things.

Look at the mothers who miss meetings, which they like to sit in for the sake of the children. What a lot of
sacrifices they make. Fathers and mothers longing to help their children.

But sometimes those children don't realize it. They don't realize that dad is more eager to help me and
bless me than | am. And we don't believe either sometimes that God is more eager.

Now, let's take the part of the Holy Spirit. Do you really believe that God is more eager to fill you with the
Holy Spirit than you are to be filled with the Holy Spirit? It'll make a world of difference when you believe
that. That's faith.

| come to God and I'm asking for something which is not in his word. Then | don't know. | can ask and I'm
not sure whether I'll get it.

| can ask for a better job. OK, maybe I'll get it. Maybe | won't get it.

Maybe God wants me to struggle and struggle along in my present job and become a better Christian,
perhaps through that struggle. | don't know. | don't know if he'll give me a better house.

But | certainly know he can give me a better life. No doubt about that. And | don't have to have any doubt
about that.

He wants me to a more Christlike life, a spirit filled life. That | have no doubt about at all. I'm not even so
sure that God will heal me of all my sicknesses.

I don't go around making that promise like some preachers do that God will heal you of all your
sicknesses. Totally, total unreality. It just makes a lot of people suffer under the bondage of thinking
they're not healed because they don't have faith or their children are not healed because they don't have
faith.

That's not the reason. Most of the sicknesses in the world are because we are living in a world which is
under the curse. No matter how much you pray that there should be no thorns or weeds in your garden.

They will be there. In India, we have a lot of mosquitoes. No matter how much we pray, no matter how
spiritual you are, the mosquitoes still come inside the house.

And they bite as well, no matter how much you pray. | mean, what's he saying? Is it God's will for a
mosquito to bite me and all this type of? We live in a world which is under the curse. There can be snakes
in the garden.

In the gardens of believers, God protects us. But you can't say, Lord, bring me to a life where there'll be no
snakes, no thorns. Well, that's heaven, brother.

You got to wait for that. This is not heaven. God's made this world a pretty difficult world so that we don't
find our comfortable life here and don't think of settling down here.
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This is not our home. | often say in India, our life on earth is like a train journey. Most of us in India travel
by trains and sometimes train journeys in India can take two or three days to go from one end to the other.

And | say, nobody thinks of settling down in the train. | mean, you're not investing all your money inside
that train compartment to live comfortably. That train, traveling in a train is a little inconvenient and there
are common toilets for about 20-30 people and the beds are not as comfortable and they're very narrow
and many, many discomforts.

But you see, it's only a short journey. I've got a destination to go to. If you look at your earthly life like that,
it makes a lot of difference.

So, we are living in a world under the curse and because of that there are children born with AIDS. What
crime did they commit? Is it because they lack faith? It's terrible what some preachers are doing, torturing
people. They're already sick and they torture them some more by saying, you don't have faith.

That's why you're not healed. You don't have faith. That's why your child is not healed.

Look at this person who had faith. I'm sorry, | never see Jesus ever saying that type of thing to people, you
know, torturing them. He encouraged people to have faith but it was faith based on his promise.

It was always, you know, when they doubted whether God would care for them. | believe God cares for us.
When, you know, they thought, oh, this sea will come and drown out our boat.

| said, where's your faith? Don't you know God cares for you? So, we are not to be anxious, that the Bible
says. But we're not to believe this type of teaching that goes around saying that faith means we'll have no
more problems. No, God allows us.

God allowed the great Apostle Paul to have a sickness which he called a thorn in the flesh which he never
got healed from to keep him humble because God wanted to preserve him in humility to save his life. God
does that sometimes. So, it's a good prayer to pray.

Lord, is there anything in my life that makes you sad? | told you that the Spirit of God is the Spirit of Christ.
And the last time we saw how the Spirit of Christ was such that when he was in heaven, he didn't want to
have it all just for himself. He wanted to share this wonderful life with others even if it meant that he had to
come down and suffer.

And that is the Spirit of Christ where you long to serve others and help others and to bring them to this
wonderful life you've come to yourself. And that's why you need to come to this life in Christ of spirit-filled
life. God wants you to have it.

Another definition of faith that | have found is this. It's the leaning of the human personality. Now, there's a
verse in the Song of Solomon which says, who is this who comes up from the wilderness leaning upon her
beloved? It's the leaning of the human personality.

It's me leaning upon Jesus with absolute confidence in God's almighty power. He can do everything in his
perfect wisdom that whatever he plans is for my very best and his perfect love for me. His confidence in
his power, his wisdom and his love.

I lean upon in absolute trust. | remember when our children were small, we got a little children's story Bible
where which had pictures. And one of the very beautiful pictures was Jesus holding a little baby and in his
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hand, a little boy and saying, don't be afraid.
Just trust me. Pictures often come to my mind. Don't be afraid.
Just trust me. Many times in life, we need to hear that word. Don't be afraid.

Just trust me. Just trust me. So, it's the leaning of the human personality in absolute confidence in my
father's love for me.

That my father has got almighty power. He's got all things under his control. The devil was defeated 2,000
years ago.

God is on the throne and he will never forget his own. | belong to him. Another definition of faith is what
you have up in that verse there.

You know, like the helpless branch dependent on the tree for all its supplies. It flows out from the one | just
spoke about. Recognizing | can do nothing without Jesus.

| believe one of the greatest lessons that Jesus wanted to teach his disciples in three and a half years was
you can do nothing without me. That verse. Without me, you can do nothing.

But the other side of the coin is, that's John 15. Without me, you can do nothing. John 15, 5. The other
side of the coin is Philippians 4, 13.

| can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. You must, faith is to believe both. One side of the
coin, apart from me, without me, you can do nothing.

Lord, | believe that. Which means, | want you to understand that in this way also. Without me, you can do
nothing means that whatever you do without Christ will ultimately amount to nothing.

It will. You'll realize it one day that whatever you seek to do apart from Jesus, one day it'll amount to
nothing. So | don't want my life to amount to nothing.

So | want to do everything in fellowship with Jesus, in dependence upon Jesus. Everything. | don't want to
do anything in my life which | can't do in fellowship with Jesus.

| went to a part of India once among some tribal people where they were all nominally Christian. And some
of them were believers. But almost all those believers used to smoke cigarettes.

And they'd invited me for one week of meetings. And that's not true in the most of the rest of India. Most of
the rest of India, believers just don't smoke cigarettes.

But in this particular place, a lot of them were smoking cigarettes. It was a big shock to me to see that. |
mean, not that smoking cigarettes is a sin.

| believe gossiping is a worse sin than smoking cigarettes. And speaking evil of somebody behind their
back is a hundred times worse than smoking a cigarette. Some people don't realize that.

Because when you speak about somebody behind his back, you hurt him. When you smoke a cigarette,
you only hurt yourself. Okay.
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But | was thinking now how to help these people to see in a permanent way that smoking cigarettes is not
good because it harms the body. So | told them. | said, you know, all of you, I've seen a habit with many of
you that whenever you smoke a cigarette, as you pick out a cigarette, if you have some friend of yours
with you, always offer a cigarette to him.

I've noticed that people who smoke cigarettes always when they open their pack, offer it to a friend who's
with them. Have one yourself. | said, Jesus is your friend.

The next time you smoke a cigarette, offer him one and tell him, Lord, this is good. Just try this. And if you
think that Jesus would take that cigarette from you and smoke it, go right ahead and smoke.

The next day, the one who was translating for me into that language came to me and said, Brother Zach, |
want to tell you something. He said, | stopped smoking yesterday. | said, Why? | never told you to stop
smoking.

He said, | found | couldn't do it in fellowship with Jesus anymore. | said, that's the principle. When you
watch television, shall | tell you not to watch television? There's something worse than television that most
people have in their homes is a computer.

Do you know that on the Internet you can see pictures which are 100 times filthier than anything that you
see on television? I'm surprised how some people are against television, but not against computers. It's
one of the irrationalities of the human mind anyway. But my point is this.

What is the solution? What shall we teach our children never to use a computer? Never to go on the
Internet? Well, you won't be able to do that very successfully in the world that's coming up. But if you can
teach them, never do anything which you can't do in fellowship with Jesus. Imagine Jesus is sitting there
watching that TV.

Can you imagine Jesus enjoying that thing you see or enjoying? If you can't, if you can't imagine, if you
think Jesus would get up and go when that program comes up, you better get up and go yourself or turn
off the TV or go to another channel. The same thing with computers. If you are, if you think that Jesus
would not go to that site, and I tell you, even if you don't have, there are all types of evil emails that come
to anyone who's got an email.

And you all know that. Inviting you to go to a site. And the best thing is never to go to any of those sites.

| mean, | get so many emails. I've never once been to a pornographic site in my life. Don't say, well, |
accidentally went there.

You don't have to go to accidentally there. You don't have to go there at all. Because | know when this
thing has come up, | say, | know what these fellows are trying to lead me into.

| don't want to go there. | don't even want to click there and say, what is it all about? | don't want to know
what it's all about. There's a verse in Ecclesiastes, which says the knowledge of evil is not wisdom.

That's not wisdom to know what evil is going on. | know there's evil going on everywhere in the world. |
don't need to know about it.

You should have a testimony, at least from now, that I'm never going to watch pornography on the Internet
ever. I'm never going to click on sites which | don't know. | don't want to go there.
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OK, maybe you've done it in the past, but | tell you it's possible. | because I've got 40 churches
responsibility for I'm on email every day because | need to keep in touch with them. And a lot of people
write to me and | get all these sites.

They invited me to go to and never go to any one of them. | want to keep my mind pure for God. I've got
only one life to live.

| want to keep the edge of my sword sharp. You know, many of you, you're blunting the edge of your
spiritual sword just for some cheap thing. So don't do anything that you can't do in fellowship with Jesus
when you're sitting at the computer.

Remember, Jesus is sitting there with you and. Don't get addicted. To the Internet any more than you get
addicted to drugs or anything else, it's an addiction.

It doesn't look like a but anything that takes you away from fellowship with Jesus, from being able to listen
to his voice, anything. Which is not absolutely essential for your daily life. It's an addiction.

You be the master. Paul said, | will not be mastered by anything. | refuse to be mastered by the Internet,
even though | have to go on it so often.

| refuse to be mastered by anything. | will not be mastered by food. I'll not be mastered by any habit.

Even good habits can be a master music. It sounds so innocent, but it can become a master in your life.
The Holy Spirit has come to set us free.

The Bible says where the spirit of God is, there is liberty. Do you know that God wants his people to be like
the eagles in the sky? And you drag you put these weights on the legs of this eagle. Weights of Internet
addiction or some other addiction or some other habit or pornography or anything.

Where are you going to fly? The Bible says, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily
besets us. That's why we need the part of the Holy Spirit. God loves you, my brother, sister.

God's got a tremendous plan for your life. And he wants you to take a turn today from some things that
have been going on in your life, which don't please God. You may justify it in many ways.

What's wrong with this? Where does it say in the Bible? This thing is not sin. Well, I'm not here to show
you verses in the Bible that tell you this is sin or that is sin. I'm only asking you one thing.

Can you do that in fellowship with Jesus? If you can't, give it up. You should never do anything in your life
that you can't do in fellowship with Jesus. When you speak to your wife or your husband at home,
remember Jesus is in your home.

And don't ever speak in a way which you'd be ashamed for him to hear. Say, Lord, | want to know your
presence here. The Holy Spirit makes us aware of the presence of Jesus, makes us sensitive.

Let me show you a verse in Isaiah chapter 11. | told you the Spirit is the Spirit of Christ. And here is a
description of how the Holy Spirit was on Jesus Christ.

It's an amazing verse. How the Holy Spirit was on Christ. Isaiah chapter 11.
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It's a prophecy. It's speaking about this shoot that will spring up from the stem of Jesse. That's David came
out of Jesse.

Jesse was David's father. And from him came, through the line came the Messiah, Jesus. And a branch
from his roots will bear fruit.

It's referring to Jesus Christ. And the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him. And the Spirit of the Lord is
described here as the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, and the fear of the
Lord.

This is the Spirit that rested on Jesus. And this is the Spirit that will rest on me. You must believe that the
Holy Spirit has come to give you wisdom.

| tell you, one of the greatest needs we have in many, many situations is life for wisdom. When people
behave with us in a certain way, how shall | handle that? When our children are going astray, how shall |
help them? When you have problems with your wife or your husband or your relatives, when people take
advantage of you, how shall | deal with that? | need wisdom. Lord, how to handle my expenses within my
income without getting into debt? Wisdom.

The Holy Spirit is there to give us wisdom. Isn't it wonderful? He's interested in the practical things in life.
God is interested in those little details.

God is interested in you learning how to live within your income. It's one of the main things | teach people
in our churches in India. Whenever we start a new church, one of the first things we check up is anybody
here in debt? Let's clear our debts.

Clear your debt. Don't be in debt. | mean, if your debt is a mortgage on a house, that's okay because | use
the picture of a balance.

One side, you've taken money from the bank. The other side, there's a house. That's not a debt.

The balance is level. On one side, you've taken money from a bank. On the other side, you've got a car
that is insured.

That's the balance is level. But if you've taken money from a bank and gone on a vacation, boom, there's
nothing there. It's a debt.

So, you need to see if there's something on the other side of the balance for this money. Then it's not a
debt. But otherwise, it's a debt.

Don't get into debt. Don't go on that vacation. Don't go.

Everybody else may go. | think my wife and | have about two vacations in our whole life. But we're not in
debt.

And we live a very happy life. Don't think vacations make you happy. If you can afford it, go ahead.
Somebody else can afford it. Maybe you can't. It's more important to obey God than to go on a vacation.

It's more important to obey God than to buy something which you can live without. Don't believe all these
advertisements would say, you can't live without this. How did man live for 5,000 years without that?
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That's what | ask myself.

How did man live for 5,000 years without that thing which they are advertising? I'm not going to be fooled
by all that. If | can afford it and | find anything that makes life easier and quicker for your work at home, by
all means, get it. But if you can afford it, it's so important.

The spirit of wisdom. But there's another thing | want to emphasize here. The spirit of the fear of the Lord.

It says in the last part of verse 2. The spirit of reverence. The word fear is reverence for God. See there
are two types of fear of God.

Listen carefully. One is the fear that God will hurt me. We must never have that fear.

There is no fear in love. It says in 1 John 4. Your child shouldn't be afraid that you're going to hurt him.
That is a wrong type of fear.

The fear that God will hurt me. But the right type of fear is the fear that | may hurt God. That's the right
type of fear.

Not that God will hurt me, that I may hurt God. And | don't want to hurt him. That is the right type of fear.
A reverence for God. The spirit which brings a reverence for God. Which doesn't want to make him sad.

Which doesn't want to hurt him. And it says here, this Holy Spirit, verse 3, is going to make Jesus delight
in reverence for God. Imagine.

This spirit. This is what | want to be filled with this Holy Spirit. That makes me delight in a tremendous
reverence for God.

And in the margin of my Bible it says, it'll make him quick of scent in the fear of the Lord. So that he will not
judge by what his eyes see or his ears hear. You know all our life, all our life, we have made our decisions
by what our eyes have seen and read and our ears have heard.

That's how the children of Adam live. All their decisions are made by what they have seen with their eyes,
read with their eyes, observed with their eyes and heard with their ears. And now I'm going to live by
another principle.

| still see with my eyes. | still hear with my eyes. But | now make a decision by my reverence for God.

| evaluate this. In the olden days, | never had the spirit of the reverence for the Lord. | just absorbed all this
and | followed the way of the world.

But now, when all this information comes in, it's sort of sifted out by the spirit of reverence for the Lord.
And it makes me quick of scent. It's like a dog, you know.

I've heard of these police dogs. They make them sniff a criminal's handkerchief or something lying around
there. And then the dog begins to follow a trail.

And when it comes to a fork in the road, that police dog sniffs and sniffs and says, no, this is the way.
That's the picture | get here. Quick of scent in the fear of the Lord.
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You come to a fork in the road. Say, which way shall | go? It's this way. You remember that man who
Jesus was once giving a it's a very humorous incident where Jesus was once talking about how we have
in Luke chapter 12 of being persecuted for the faith.

And, you know, when they bring you Luke twelve, eleven, when they bring you into the synagogues and
and the rulers and don't become anxious, they may persecute you, etc. And in the midst of this
tremendous message on persecution, one man says, Lord, | got a question. And you'd think he's asking
something about persecution.

He isn't. He says in verse 13, | have a problem. My brother, my dad's dead and my brother didn't divide
the property with me.

Can you imagine a more silly question than that when Jesus talking about being persecuted for the faith?
This guy is thinking about he's sitting there in the meeting, thinking all the time, not about what Jesus is
speaking like some people in the meeting today. They're thinking about how to get their property from their
brother. And that's what this guy was thinking of.

So he raised his hand and said, can you go and speak to my brother? | think you'll respect you. And Jesus
said, beware of covetousness. You know, that's what he told him.

Be on your guard on every form of greed. Is it greed to get my half of my share of the property after dad
has died and written the will half for my brother and half for me? It is greed, according to Jesus standard. If
my brother cheats me and refuses to give me that my legitimate half and | go to Jesus, Lord, please help
me in the court case.

Lord's not going to help you. You got to go to Moses for that. Moses would have said, OK, call your
brother.

This guy made the mistake of going to Jesus. You should have gone to one of the Pharisees. He went to
the wrong person.

Jesus said, no, there was a fork in the road there. Shall | fight with my brother for the property? Or shall |
die to myself and take the way of the cross and trust God to give me whatever | should have? | believe
with all my heart that all the material wealth, please listen to me carefully. | proved it in practice for many
years and I'm speaking from that all the material wealth | am supposed to have on this earth.

I will get without fighting for it, without grabbing it, without cheating anybody else, without pushing
somebody down. | will get it from my heavenly father in a righteous, upright way and not by not even as a
preacher going around asking people for money. And I've trusted God and all these years and God's done
that.

But it involves not choosing the way of greed, but choosing the way of the cross. | want to say to you,
there'll be many situations in your life where you come to a fork in the road and you'll hear the Holy Spirit,
a voice in your behind you saying, this is the way walking it, as it says in Isaiah 30. And I'll tell you
something.

It will always be the way of the cross, because that is the way of life. The way of grabbing is the way of
death. You remember when David's friend said, Saul is here, kill him and be the king.
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God's anointed you. He said, no, | will not touch the Lord's anointed. If God wants me to be the king, he'll
drop it into my lap.

I've told young people in India, if you find a girl you want to marry, don't rush and say, oh, | better grab her
before somebody else gets her. No, trust God. If you trust him, he'll give you the best.

There'll be a invisible mark on that girl reserved for so and so. And you'll find that she drops into your lap
one day. You can trust God for it.

And it's much better to get it that way. You know that. Have you ever thought about the story of Jacob
trying to get the birthright? You know, when they were born, God had said that Jacob will get the birthright.

Rebecca knew it. Isaac knew it. And here was a time when Isaac, as an old man, was disobedient to what
God had told him.

And he was going to give the birthright to Esau. And Rebecca schemed with Joseph Jacob and said,
pretend that you're Esau and put on his clothes and all that. And have you ever thought what would have
happened if Jacob had told Rebecca, no, mom, I'm going to trust God.

Is God so weak that he can't make my dad give me the birthright? Do | have to all do all this manipulation
and cheating? There were two ways open before Jacob that day. He got it this way. He shouldn't have got
it that way.

Supposing he had said, no, I'm going to sit back. Let's see. Let's see a miracle what God's going to do
here.

My dad's about to give the birthright to my elder brother. Let me see what will happen. | don't know what
would have happened.

Maybe that one day Esau would never have found any deer. No deer to kill. He comes back without the
food.

So Isaac says, we better postpone this till tomorrow. Because there's no deer. God made sure that Esau
never got any deer there.

| don't know how he would have done it. And maybe that night God would have spoken to Isaac in a vision
saying, don't give it to Esau, give it to Jacob. And next morning he said, Jacob, come here, I'll give it to
you.

Wouldn't that have been a much better way to get it? And isn't it a much better way for you to get
something straight from God's hand than go grabbing? It's a lesson God has taught me for many years in
my life. Many was a young man. God taught me that.

Don't ever grab anything. I'll give it to you. And I'll tell you honestly, | can testify today over the last 45
years, | have never sought to grab anything.

God's dropped many things in my lap. That's how Jesus lived. We are to walk as Jesus walked.

I've never sought to grab a ministry. Never. God wants me to have ministry.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 16



He gives it to me. If it doesn't give me that, that's not meant for me. There are many doors that are closed
to me because they don't like what | preach.

| don't even make the slightest effort to open that door or to go there. God bless them. Because | know
that Jesus won't ask me in the final day, why didn't you go and preach there? | say, Lord, they never
invited me.

| don't believe in pushing myself where they don't want to hear me. When they threw Jesus out of the
synagogue in Nazareth, he never went back there. Not even once.

Who was the loser? They. So it's a wonderful life. You know, it's a triumphant life when we walk with
Jesus.

All things are under his feet. In the fork in the road, we choose the way of the cross. The Holy Spirit will
say, this is the way.

Walk it in. Reverence for God makes us pull back from taking advantage of anyone. You know, grabbing
something, even if it is ours, let God give it to you.

Don't grab it. It's a wonderful life. It's a very exciting life to see how God will provide for you in so many
ways.

There are just two things | want to emphasize. One is this reverence for God. And he speaks to us through
our conscience is not conscience that the Holy Spirit shows us.

That'll make you that'll make God sad if you go that way. Choose this way. This is what will make your dad
happy.

Your father in heaven. The way this is the way that Jesus went denying himself, not fighting or grabbing
for anything. That's one thing.

And listen to that voice of conscience. Always. The second thing is what | told you earlier.

But God being the enemy of the proud. The Holy Spirit is called the spirit of grace. In Hebrews 1029, he's
called the spirit of grace.

He's the one who communicates grace to us. That's why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. When
you're filled with the Holy Spirit, you're filled with grace.

And the Bible says in one Peter five, five, God gives his grace to the humble. He doesn't give it to
everybody. Not every Christian gets grace.

They get forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace, and it seems to stop there. He got
forgiveness of sins according to riches of grace, period. That's all.

| don't want a period there. | want a comma. Many Christians.
It's a period of that full stop. That's that's it. It was like that in my life.

Till one day, | said, Lord, it's not meant to be a period. That's meant to be a comma. | want to move on.
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And | found victory over sin through grace. | found sufficiency for all of life's needs through grace,
overcoming trials through grace. Grace according to our need.

But it's given to the humble. If you want to move on with God in grace, from grace to grace, the Bible
speaks about from grace to grace, grace upon grace, see John chapter one of his fullness, have you
received grace upon grace? John chapter one, verse 16 of his fullness, we have received grace upon
race. If | want to just receive that first level of grace, forgiveness of sins, we get it pretty quickly.

But if you want to receive grace upon race upon race upon race, | tell you, I'm not satisfied still. I'm going
to get more and more grace in the days to come. But | know there's only one way to get it.

| got to humble myself because God gives his grace to the humble. I'll tell you this. If you are humble, you
don't even have to pray.

Grace will just come down upon you. It's a law. You know how they use the law of gravity to make water
work for them.

In India, a lot of electricity is produced by waterfalls, turning the wheels that produce electricity. It's using
the law of God. Water always flows down.

You can't make water go up. Water flows down. So if you want to get water, get to the lowest place, you'll
get it first.

So it's a law. You don't have to go to the lowest place. The old water come here.

You don't have to say you don't even have to pray. It'll come if you're in the lowest place. If you're in the
high ground, you'll never come there.

That's the meaning of God resists the proud. And it's not just proud unbelievers. It doesn't make a
difference whether you're a proud unbeliever or a proud believer.

God resists the proud. The Bible tells us to have the same mind that was in Christ with the spirit of
humility, always seeking the low place. | want to ask you, my brother, do you always seek the low place?
You'll be filled with the Spirit in no time.

You'll be continuously filled with the Spirit. Do you always seek to consider the other person is more
important than yourself? Do you always seek to let the other person sit ahead and you sit at the back? I'm
not talking about giving up the headship of your home. I'm not talking about giving up leadership if you're
an elder.

That's not humility. That's disobedience. | will not be disobedient.

I'm the head of my home. I'm an elder in a church and | will exercise my function as the head of my home,
as a father of my children and as a spiritual father of people in my church. If I don't do that, I'll be
disobedient to God.

There's no humility in giving up the headship of the home like Adam gave it up to Eve. That was not
humility. That was disobedience.
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There's no humility in an elder brother letting other people in the church run the church. I'll never do that
because God's given me a responsibility. But humility in our personal lives to esteem others is more
important.

Not to try and make people dependent on you. Not to run anybody's life. To give people freedom.

One mark of a cult is they will never let you be free to do what you want to do. | tell people in the church
you can go anywhere. You can listen to anyone.

Benny Hinn came to Bangalore a few years ago. | never told anybody not to go. | said go.

If you want to go, go. | don't have time for all that rubbish. But if you want to go, go.

Maybe you'll go and learn something. And which you probably need to learn. That it's a waste of time.
I've already learned it. That's why | don't want to go there. So | don't stop them.

If | stop them, they'll never learn it's a waste of time. | never stop anybody from reading a book or going
anywhere. I'm not here to control anybody's life.

I shall guide you. I'll tell you what | think about it. But I'm not here to control anybody's life.

God is the one who must run your life. So dear brothers and sisters, please remember these two things.
Keep your conscience clear.

And always humble yourself. Let the spirit of reverence for the Lord guide your conscience. And always
seek the way of humility.

The way of going down. Never, never to assert yourself. Never, never to try and show that you're better
than somebody else.

Go down because God's grace flows abundantly upon the humble. And if you remain in humility, you'll be
a spirit-filled person. God will be with you all the time.

When somebody speaks evil to you, humble yourself and keep quiet. Don't get into arguments. Avoid
arguments as much as possible.

Keep quiet. Let the other person feel they won the argument. Fine.
Humble yourself. Humble yourself. God's grace will be upon you continuously.

That's the way we're called to live. So let me conclude by saying, | believe that God is more eager to bless
us than we are to be blessed. Whatever your need is.

There are some things that some of your prayers God may not have answered as yet. Some sickness is
not healed. Just trust him.

Say, Lord, | don't understand why, but it doesn't take away my trust in you. You're still my loving father.
Maybe one day I'll know the answer to many of life's problems and questions.

| don't have all the answers. | see in a glass darkly, but it doesn't take away my trust in you. But | believe
that being filled with the Holy Spirit, there's no two ways about it.
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| believe it is your will that | should be filled with the Holy Spirit. You have commanded me in Ephesians
5.18 to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Lord, | want it with all of my heart.

And | don't want it just as an experience. | want it continuously because | want to walk as Jesus walked. |
want to minister.

| want to walk as Jesus served others. | want to live a worthwhile life on this earth before Christ comes
again. Let's pray.

Let's bow our heads before God. Faith is a very simple thing. Don't look for it inside yourself.

Your faith is to be in a person outside of yourself. Jesus Christ. Can you trust him? When you look for faith
inside your heart, you're looking in the wrong place.

No, it's outside you. It's in Christ. Can you trust him? Lord, | trust you.
| know you love me. Lord, | want to open my heart. | want to, first of all, confess my sin.

You say that to God. Lord, | want to, in your heart, say to God, Lord, | want to turn from everything that |
know that makes you sad in my life. | tell you honestly, Lord, | really want to give it up.

Just show it to me and give me the grace and I'll give it up. And whatever ways in which I've hurt you and
wronged you and other people, forgive me. And whomever I've wronged in my life, Lord, I'm ready to go
and ask forgiveness from them at the first opportunity.

I'm willing to ask forgiveness from my husband, my wife, my children, anybody, my neighbors, anyone.
Maybe | need to make a phone call when | go home or write a letter or an email. But Lord, I'm willing to set
everything right from this day onwards.

I'm going to walk with a clear conscience before God and before men. | don't want to walk the way other
Christians walk. And Lord, in this clean heart that's cleansed in the blood of Jesus, I'm asking you now to
fill me with the Holy Spirit.

You said, open your mouth wide and | will fill it. Here's my heart, Lord, my mouth open. | really long for
you.

I want you to come and fill me with the Holy Spirit. I'm not looking for feelings or an experience. | want to
receive the power of the Spirit by faith.

| believe my heart is right with you. | believe you're a good God. | believe you are more willing to give me
the power of the Holy Spirit than a father is willing to give food to his children.

| open my heart to you, Lord. | trust you. Fill me, strengthen me, change my life, turn my life around this
day and make it different from this day onwards and help me to walk in the light I've received all the days
of my life.

Thank you, Lord, for hearing my prayer. Thank you, Lord. | believe you heard.

| believe you've heard just like | received forgiveness of sins from you by faith many years ago without any
sight, without any feeling. | open my heart to receive the fullness of your Holy Spirit into my whole being as
| surrender to you and I trust you and | believe. And as my life was changed many years ago when my sins
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were forgiven, | believe that | shall rise to a higher plane of life this day as you have granted my prayers,
you've filled my heart with your Spirit's power.

Heavenly Father, | pray you will give us a spirit of thanksgiving, every one of us here, for what you've done
for us. And what you will do for us even greater things in the days to come. Help us to build your church,
help everyone here to find a good church that they can belong to, where they can grow spiritually, where
they can be encouraged to walk as Jesus walked.

Help them not to seek their own convenience in such matters, but that which will build up their soul and
bless their families. Thank you, Father, in Jesus' name, Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/17/SID17438.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/spirit-filled-life-part-7-humility-and-a-good-conscience/
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