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The Humble Receive Grace and Revelation

by Zac Poonen

Toreceive grace and live a victorious life, we must learn to submit to spiritual authority and cultivate humility,
which is essential to understand God's Word and manifest Christ's character.

Scripture: Matthew 11:25, John 5:44, Romans 6:14, 1 Corinthians 2:7, 1 Corinthians 2:14, 1 Peter 5:5-6
Topics: "Spiritual Humility", "Godly Character"

Description

Zac Poonen emphasizes the importance of learning submission to spiritual authority, humility, and
brokenness from a young age to fulfill God's purpose for effective ministry later in life. He warns that failure
to submit to spiritual authority can lead to missing out on the ministry God has planned. Poonen highlights
the danger of pride, stating that Bible knowledge alone cannot give grace, as seen in the blindness of the
Pharisees despite their deep knowledge of Scriptures. He stresses the need for humility to understand
God's Word, receive grace, and manifest Christ's character in victory over sin.

Transcript

"You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility
toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble." (1Pet.5:5). Here
Peter speaks about the importance of learning submission to spiritual authority in our younger days itself.
If a young man is saved by the age of 20, it is usually God's purpose that he should have an effective
ministry by the time he is 35 years old. But for this to be fulfilled, that man should learn the all-important
lessons of brokenness and humility by the time he is 35. And those lessons can be learnt only as he
submits to spiritual authority. Only thus can He receive grace to exercise spiritual authority later in his
home and in the church. Young people who do not submit to spiritual authority invariably end up losing the
ministry God had in mind for them. This does not mean that we don't have to humble ourselves once we
are older!! Subjection to elders must be learnt when we are young. But following Jesus along the way of
humility is something that we have to keep on doing until our dying day. That is the only way to keep on
receiving grace until the very end of our lives.

Bible-knowledge cannot give us grace. It is an amazing fact that our Lord was crucified by Bible-believing
Jewish zealots, and not by the heathen Romans or Greeks who had no knowledge of the true God. The
leaders of the only true religion on earth in Jesus' day (Judaism) and the scholars of the only true
Scriptures (Genesis to Malachi), were the ones who called Jesus a deceiver, a heretic and the prince of
devils. Those scribes and Pharisees were intelligent, Bible-believing, well-educated and ardent for the
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truth of the Scriptures. Yet they were totally blind spiritually. They did not get grace. Why? The answer to
that question is important, because history has repeated itself again and again in the Christendom. Ardent
Bible scholars even today, are totally blind to the true Jesus of the Scriptures and to the true grace of God.
Like the Pharisees of old, they too are unable to receive the hidden wisdom of God (1 Cor.2:7-10). The
reason in both cases is just the same: They are proud and seek the honour of men.

Jesus said to the Pharisees, "How can you have faith who receive honour from one another and do not
seek the honour that comes from God" (Jn. 5:44). Those who live before the face of men, seeking their
own honour can never receive revelation on the true meaning of the Scriptures, for God blinds them to the
truth (Mt.11:25). God has written the Scriptures in such a way that the wise and intelligent will not be able
to understand it, if they do not humble themselves. That cannot be said about any earthly book. There is
no book in the world that requires humility as an essential qualification in order to understand it, except the
Bible. The natural mind (no matter how clever) will consider the revelation of the Spirit that comes forth
from a humble brother as foolishness (1 Cor.2:14). One requires grace to understand God's Word. Proud
theologians today proclaim many different interpretations of the Scriptures. But they are totally unaware of
their blindness. We have to humble ourselves before the face of God, and finish with seeking the honour
and approval of men. Then God will REVEAL to us what He hides from others.

God resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble. If we are proud, then even if all our doctrines are
right, we shall end up like the Pharisees, deceived and blind concerning spiritual realities. Then we shall
not be able to recognise the true prophets of God in our day, any more than the Pharisees could recognise
Jesus, the True Prophet of the Lord in their day. All sin has its origin in PRIDE and SELFISHNESS. In the
same way, all the virtues of Christ have their origin in HUMILITY and SELFLESSNESS. The more we
humble ourselves, the more we will receive grace from God. Then we shall live in victory and manifest
Christ's character more and more in our lives. If anyone does not have victory over sin, that would indicate
clearly that he has not humbled himself - because all who humble themselves will certainly receive grace
(1 Pet.5:6), and all who come under God's grace will certainly get victory (Rom.6:14). There are many
false ideas of humility in Christendom. But this is the test by which we can evaluate ourselves unfailingly:
Have we got victory over sin and is the character of Christ being manifested increasingly in us?
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