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(The Man God Blesses) Psalm 1
by Zac Poonen

The sermon emphasizes the importance of obeying God's word and avoiding sin, and highlights the need to

desire and meditate on God's word to become strong and robust Christians.

Duration: 54:03

Topics: "Righteous Living", "Judgment Day"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of living a righteous life because everything we
do is recorded and will be played back on the day of judgment. The blood of Jesus Christ can erase our
sins if we confess and take responsibility for them. The preacher warns against blaming others for our
sins, as this will prevent them from being erased. He also highlights the danger of being influenced by
ungodly advice and the need to prioritize listening to God amidst the busyness of life. The sermon
references Psalm 1 and highlights the contrast between the righteous and the wicked, as well as the
contrast between the foolish and the wise in the book of Proverbs.

Transcript

The man God blesses from, I want to take four of the Psalms in four sessions today. The Psalms and the
Proverbs are books you find in the middle of the Bible and they basically deal with two themes. A number
of the Psalms deal with the contrast between the righteous person and the wicked person.

And Proverbs, almost the whole book, deals with the contrast between the foolish person and the wise
person. So we begin with Psalm 1 and this Psalm is actually, we can say, a preview of what all the Psalms
are about. There are two ways in which we can study the Scriptures.

One is by studying topics. You take a particular subject like faith or grace or sin or righteousness or love or
hatred or jealousy and you could study right through the Scriptures, use a concordance and go through
the Scriptures and know all that God has to say about it. That's a very good way to do it because you know
everything that God says about a subject.

Another way to study the Scriptures is to go verse by verse by verse. Now, most of the time I've spoken
here, I've spoken on the basis of topics. But today, I want to go verse by verse through Psalm 1 in this
session.
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It begins with, how blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked nor stand in the
path of sinners nor sit in the seat of scoffers. So it's speaking about a man who is blessed. That means a
man whom God has blessed and that word's got many meanings.

The man who is really happy, not superficially happy with the frothy type of happiness that the world
offers, which disappears quickly, but a deep rooted solid happiness that is unaffected by circumstances
and what happens around you. This is the type of man, God, man and woman, when I use the word man it
applies to both men and women, the type of person God wants all of us to be. You know, when God first
made man, He said, let's make man in our image and let him rule.

And it says God blessed him. That was God's desire for man right from the beginning. God wanted to
bless man so that man rules over all his circumstances, so that everything is under his feet.

That was God's original purpose for man. And man lost all that when he listened to the devil instead of
listening to what God had said. So in God's word in the Bible, we have a revelation of how we can come
back to that life that God originally planned for man.

Now, I think most Christians would admit that this book is the word of God, the Bible is God's word. But if
they really believed it, they really believed that there was only one book in this world written by the creator
of this universe. I believe that they'd spend a lot more time studying it.

Why is it so many Christians don't give more time to understand what God is saying in this book? I believe
it's because deep down in their heart, they don't really believe this is God's word. And that's the sad thing.
And you don't realize how much you've missed.

Now, I started studying this book when I was converted at the age of 19 and a half. The first six months, I
read through the whole book because I want to know generally what it says. And for the next six or seven
years, I went into it in detail.

And I was working in the middle of my work. I'd spend time studying this book to understand what God had
said. And I want to tell you from my own testimony, I never went to Bible school.

But what I studied in those years, and I've discovered in the last 44 years, there's never, never, never
been a problem that I've ever faced in life for which I've not found an answer in this book. There's always
been an answer in this book, if you know where to find it. You know, when the devil came to Jesus,
tempting him, the way he comes to us tempts us.

Every time Jesus responded with a word from scripture. He didn't give his own ideas. See, that was the
difference between Jesus and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

When the devil came to Eve, Eve responded with her ideas. But when the devil came to Jesus, he
responded with God's word. And here it's talking about a man who is blessed because, verse two, his
delight is in the law of the Lord.

And he meditates on that law day and night. And therefore he's like a tree firmly planted. You can't shake
that tree, because he has firmly established his life on the principles that God has taught in his word.

He has gradually come back to that original place that God planned for man in Adam, when he created
Adam. I want to say to you, my dear brothers and sisters, if your life is defeated, if you're frustrated,
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discouraged, you find life is boring, it's because you haven't given time to read what God has said in his
book. Now it says here, right in the first verse, that God's word, there's a contrast brought here between
sin and God's word.

The man God blesses is a man who avoids sin and obeys God's word. You probably heard the saying that
this book, the Bible, either the Bible will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from the Bible. It's one of
the two.

This is the contrast you see in the first two verses of this psalm. It's sin in verse one, and it's God's word in
verse two. And you're going to make a choice in your life.

When the devil tempted Jesus to sin, he chose God's word. When the devil tempted Eve to sin, God had
already given her a word. That word was, don't eat from this tree.

But she chose sin. And all the confusion and chaos and wars and sickness and disease that's covered this
world in all these thousands of years was because way back there, man chose sin instead of God's word.
And that should have taught us a lesson.

All these thousands of years, see what is the result. And then in contrast to that, you see the life that Jesus
lived, every time he was tempted, he chose God's word. So I want to say that to you, that this psalm
teaches us that we're always going to face this choice between sin and what God's word says.

And the blessed man is the man who has learned to say no to sin and yes to the word of God. And that
choice comes to us many, many times. Now, you see, God could have made us like the planets.

The planets don't have a free choice. The moon, for example, doesn't have a free choice. It's got to rotate
in a certain, go around in a certain orbit.

It's got no choice. The planets don't have a choice. And the result of that is their obedience is absolutely
perfect.

They've never disobeyed God even once, not even for a single second. It's perfect obedience. Now, God
could have made man like that.

God could have made Adam, I mean, looking like a man, but with the same absence of free will, so that
he'd be like a planet. He'd move about like a robot, just automatically obeying God. But God didn't do that,
because He wanted sons, and a robot can never be a son.

Now, even if it obeys perfectly, and God wanted sons and daughters, and that's why He gave Adam and
Eve a free will to choose. He said, I'll never force you to obey me. You know, that's why there's so much
sin in the world.

If God forced people to obey Him, everybody would be obedient, just like the planets, like the beauty there
is in creation. How is it the planets have never collided with each other in all these years? Because they
obey God perfectly. How is it men and women collide with each other so frequently? Because they don't
obey God, that's all.

It's so simple. All the confusion, the wars at home, between countries, it's all because they exercise their
free will in disobedience to God. And yet God doesn't take away that free will.
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Even after we are converted, even after we've given our life to Christ, He doesn't take away our free will.
Even after we are born again, we become His children, He still says, every day, I want you to choose
between sin, verse 1, and my word, verse 2. This is what this psalm begins with. This is the choice that
always faces us every day.

When Jesus said, if you want to follow me, you must take up your cross every day and follow me. Do you
know what that means? The cross is where my will crosses God's will. That's the cross.

And I have a choice there, which way I want to go. And that choice is going to determine what you're going
to become in 10 years or 20 years. Every day we're making choices.

And the choices between sin and God's word. And ultimately, after 10, 15, 20 years, your choices
determine what you become. So, it's God who works in us.

He speaks to us. He encourages us. He gives us, He prompts us in our conscience when we're going the
wrong way, but He'll never force us.

Because if He forced us, we would become robots. And we can never be holy without having a free will.
And that's why God never takes away our free will from us, because He wants us to be holy.

And so here it speaks about a man who makes a choice. In verse 1, how blessed is the man who does not
walk. Now, it's not that God catches him by the neck and pulls him away.

No, He makes a choice. That's why He's a blessed man. And you can be that blessed man or woman.

He does not walk according to the advice of ungodly people. He does not stand in the path of sinners. He
does not sit in the seat of the scoffers.

Now, I want you to notice something. See, this is the way to do Bible study. I want you to notice here a
progression.

You know, if we read through scripture quickly, we don't get this. That's why we need to meditate. And
here we see a progression.

First of all, you listen to the advice, wrong advice. And then if you listen to that, you go the next step and
go and stand where sinners are standing. And then you continue along that way.

You finally sit down with them. You settle down. This is the progression of sin.

And the same way with the words used here. First of all, it speaks about the ungodly person. And that's
the person who doesn't want God.

I mean, he's not particularly wicked, perhaps, in that sense, but he doesn't want God. But then gradually,
then it goes on to sinners, people who go on to sin. And then, that's they do evil.

And then the third word used there is scoffers. That is people who have gone beyond sinning and make a
joke of sin and crack jokes about hell and things like that. A lot of people like that in the world.

I mean, they've lost sensitivity to their consciences, lost all sensitivity to sin and to God. So, what I want to
show you in this verse is there's a progression. You're not stationary in this world.
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You either progress along the way of righteousness or you progress along the way of sin. No one is
stationary. Let's not fool ourselves.

Every single one of us, whether we realize it or not, are either holier than you were last year at this time or
more sinful, closer to God or closer to the devil. There is progression. It depends, first of all, on whose
advice you listen to.

It says here, the man who, here's advice coming from an ungodly person. And I tell you, we get plenty of
that through television, through the newspapers, through the billboards and advertisements and
everywhere, through the eyes and through the ears. That's where we get all our advice from.

That's why we've got to be very careful about what we see and what we hear and how we respond.
Everything that we see around us, that the information that we get is not all true. Most of it comes from
ungodly people who, in a very clever program that Satan has arranged to bombard us with information
that's in order to lead us away from God, so that we don't listen to God, so that we don't have time to be
still to hear what God is trying to say.

He makes our life so busy that we don't have time to listen to what God has to say. There are so many
clever ways. So the first way is by giving us advice, which sounds okay.

But if you don't know God's word, that's the first step to go astray. So here, in the contrast between verse
one and two, here's some advice coming in from people who don't know God. If I don't know God's word,
I'll go astray, because that advice sounds so right, that I go from there, I move on to stand where sinners
are standing.

Instead of moving on, I stand there. Jesus taught us to pray, lead us not into temptation. In other words,
we're praying, Lord, I find myself weak.

That's why I don't want to stand where I fear I'll be tempted. The person who is proud is the one who falls,
because he thinks I can stand. We're all weak.

The flesh is so weak. It's so easy to lose our temper. It's so easy to lust with our eyes.

It's so easy for a dirty thought to come into our mind just by looking at a page on a magazine. It's, we're so
weak. We're not strong.

And that's why we don't want to stand where sinners stand. We pass on, we move on. And if we don't go
along that way of avoiding sin, we'll gradually sit down with the scoffers, people who make fun of God.

Now, we go to verse two, where it says, His delight is in the law of the Lord. In contrast to all this, here's a
person who's avoiding, who said no to sin, no to all this advice that comes from ungodly people. And he
doesn't want to stand where sinners stand.

He doesn't want to sit with the scoffers. But you remember what Jesus said about a man who had a
demon inside him and who cast it out and he kept his house empty, clean and empty. Seven other
demons came and occupied it.

What Jesus was saying there was that when you cleanse out evil from your life, don't keep that heart
empty. Fill it with something good. Otherwise, your latter condition will be worse than what it was in the
beginning.
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So that's what we read here, that when we get rid of these sinful things which you are avoiding, this heart
must not be kept empty. It must be filled, and it says here, with God's word. His delight is in the law of the
Lord.

In Peter's letter, he says as newborn babes, that means when we are born again. He uses the example of
a newborn baby crying out for milk. In 1 Peter chapter 2, he says as newborn babes desire the sincere
milk of the word of God.

God's word is compared to milk. And you know that every baby, if it's healthy, cries out for milk. You don't
have to teach it.

It automatically cries out for milk. In fact, that's one of the first things a doctor looks for when a baby is
born. Is it crying or not? And if a baby comes out all calm and quiet, then something's wrong.

It cries out for milk. It's thirsty. And I believe that that is one mark by which we know whether we are really
born again.

Are you crying out for the milk of the word of God? A baby that's not thirsty for its mother's milk,
something's wrong with it. You know some of these babies that are born premature or sick, or something's
wrong with their heart. They didn't get enough oxygen or something like that, and they're sick.

There's no strength in them to cry. A lot of Christians like that. They say they're born again.

We hope they are, but they don't seem to have any longing for the milk of God's word. You've got to urge
them. You've got to tell them to read God's word, read the Bible, read the Bible.

And they do it, and then they forget about it most days. Something is wrong there. I mean, if you had a
baby like that, the doctor would say something's wrong.

We've got to check up on this. Something's seriously wrong. A really born again Christian will have a
desire for God's word, because that's his milk.

It's just like hunger. Jesus spoke about God's word like food. He said, man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from God's mouth.

I fear that we have today all over the world Christians who've got the right doctrine, but who don't have the
right experience. A shallow, there's something seriously wrong. We're not having healthy, robust babies
being born into the church.

And I believe one of the reasons is because the gospel has been cheapened. Evangelists are not
proclaiming repentance from sin. There's a lot more teaching about faith today than repentance.

Unfortunately, God joined repentance and faith together. He told his disciples, go and preach repentance
and the forgiveness of sins all across the world. The apostles preached repentance and faith and what
God has joined together, man has put us under.

So, I mean, if you don't believe me, go to the average Christian bookshop or you go to the average
Christian website. Just, you can test this out. Go and see how many messages you can find or how many
books you can find on repentance.
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You'll find a hundred times more books and writings on faith. And I want to tell you, I'm not against faith. I
believe in faith.

You can't get anything from God without faith. But if you try to have faith without repentance, you're going
to be a very shallow Christian. You'll be this type of sick, premature baby that has always got to be kept in
the incubator and never seems to be fully fit to live.

Now, I'm not saying that to condemn anybody. I'm just saying that to encourage you to be a healthy child.
His delight is in the law of the Lord.

That means he thinks of God's word like ice cream. Boy, God's word. You know what delight means.

Now, I'll tell you honestly, that's how it was for me when I was born again 44 years ago. I mean, nobody
had to tell me to go into God's word. I just lapped it up whenever I got a chance.

I found God had done something in me. I hope he's done that in you. This is the only thing that will make
you a strong, robust, muscular Christian who you can spend your life on earth in a way that will count for
God so that you have no regret when you come to the end of your life.

His delight is in the law of the Lord. You know, I've seen in India, I live in India, people whose delight is in
making money, business people. And you know how they are? They work in their stores and their shops
from morning till night.

They are always thinking of ways to make more money. I suppose when they at night, when they dream,
they dream about how to make more money. And I say, Lord, that man is so devoted to his God.

Money. And I'm not as devoted to my God. Shame on me.

I must be more devoted to the true God than that man is devoted to his false God. And that man, you
know, for example, if a man wants to advance in his profession, whether it's business or computers or
anything, medicine, they study everything possible. And I say, if I want to serve God, I've got to study his
word.

This must be my delight. And if it isn't, I'll tell you what to do. Will you pray this prayer and say, Holy Spirit
of God, please do a work in me.

Do work in me that I will have a longing for your word. The Holy Spirit is the one who creates that desire.
We're not born with that desire.

We're born with a desire for earthly things. But Jesus said, you must be born again when Christ comes in
to the Holy Spirit. And he puts this desire, as I said, for the milk of the word of God.

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from God's mouth. That's what Jesus
said. We can't live without this.

And so it's so very important to meditate, like it says here in verse 2, on his law day and night. That doesn't
mean we're reading the Bible the whole day, day and night. It's just like eating food.

The food that you eat in the morning, if it only went into your stomach and stayed there, it would kill you.
You know that? It's got to be digested. And the various organs inside your body that while you're working



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 8

throughout the day are digesting your food.

And that's what makes you strong. Now, if you only ate your food and it never got digested, you wouldn't
be strong. And a lot of people, their reading of scripture is like that.

They eat it, it's not digested. They throw it up and next morning they eat it again, throw it up again. And
nothing's digested.

No wonder they're not becoming strong. They got a digestion problem. That's called meditation.

You see, now we've spent about 20 minutes looking at two verses. That's meditation. I'm just trying to
teach you how to meditate on God's word.

And I hope it will permanently change the way you study God's word from today onwards. Not to read it,
but meditate on it. Think of this illustration of eating and digesting.

If you only eat, it'll kill you. Your food accumulates in your stomach. How's that going to help you? It's got
to be digested, broken down and it becomes blood and bone and muscle and makes you strong.

That's how God's word is supposed to be to do for you. It's bread, food for our body. The Bible also says,
God's word is, thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

You know, this world is a dark place. It's full of darkness. And the only light, please listen to me, the only
light we have is God's word.

In a confusing, dark situation, you don't know what to do. Here is a light. I have found that in numerous
situations in my life.

And it doesn't matter where you live or what circumstance. There is an answer here for every situation we
can ever find ourselves in at any time in our life. A lamp to our feet and a light to our path to give us
guidance.

The Bible also says that this word is a sword. The sword of the Holy Spirit with which we can fight the
devil. Whenever the devil comes to us, like Jesus spoke a word to him and it says the devil left him.

He didn't just quote any verse. He quoted an appropriate verse. That's the point.

When the devil came to him with a temptation concerning food, Jesus quoted a word from scripture
concerning food. When the devil tempted him to commit suicide by jumping off the temple, top of the
temple, Jesus quoted a verse appropriate to that saying, you shall not tempt the Lord your God. That was
an appropriate word.

When the devil came to him and said, I'll give you all this world, the glory of this world, if you'll fall down
and worship me, Jesus quoted another verse from scripture. You shall only worship the Lord your God.
We're not supposed to worship you or this world.

So how did Jesus have that verse to give to the devil? It's because right from the time he was a child, he
had heard, memorized, and remember he didn't have a Bible like we have. He could only hear it when he
went to the synagogue during the week and listen and listen, listen, absorbed it. And by the time he was
12 years old, he knew the whole scriptures.
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That's amazing. It all depends on how interested we are. You know how a person can be interested in
sports, for example, and he knows the names of all the great football players or baseball players or
basketball players and all their scores for so many 20, 30 years and the records they broke and all that.

Now, how do they remember all that? I don't know any of those things. It's because I don't have the
interest that they have. Now, it's all a matter of interest.

Don't you think that knowing some of these scriptures would help you a little more than knowing all those
records of all those sports players? It's all a matter of interest. This is the most important thing in life. God's
word is like a sword by which I can drive the devil away.

Every time he comes to me, it's not God's will that the devil should have an advantage over us at any time.
He wants us to live in victory all the time. And it says here that when I respond to God's word like this,
meditate on it and think about it, I will gradually become like a tree firmly planted by the streams of water.

This is God's will for us. God doesn't want us to be like plants, the Bible says, tossed about by every wind
of doctrine. You know, a lot of Christians are like this.

It says in Ephesians 4 about plants, you know, little plants. The wind blows this way and they're leaning
over this way and then the wind blows the other way and they're leaning over that way and the wind blows
another way and they're leaning over that way. And you know, that's not a tree.

That's a plant, a little plant. Now, that's okay in the beginning because all trees were plants at one stage.
But the Bible says we should not be like that forever.

In Ephesians 4 it says that. That means one day you hear some new doctrine somebody comes along with
on television or something like that and you're sure. You say, this is it.

Boy, this is the great new truth we've got. And then somebody else comes along with some other truth
another day and we're leaning over this way and we're tossed to and fro. And that's exactly what the devil
wants to happen to you because you'll never be a solid Christian.

You'll never be useful to God or to man throughout your life. You've got to learn. You've got to be solid.

And how does that happen? Say no to the advice of the ungodly. Meditate on God's word. Don't swallow
everything that you hear from a preacher.

You know, I don't have time to show it to you but there's a verse in Acts chapter 17 which says that Paul
went to a place called Berea. And in Berea it says there were some very noble Christians. And you know
why they were called noble? Because when the apostle Paul preached, they went home and searched the
scriptures to see whether Paul was preaching according to scripture.

That's wonderful that the greatest preacher in the world comes and you say, God bless you, brother. We'd
like to check up this week to see whether you spoke according to scripture and then we'll come back to
you. See, they didn't all have a Bible those days.

We must never forget that. When Paul preached, he didn't have a Bible. The people who sat there didn't
have Bibles either.
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And so they said, we've got to go back and check whether this man's according to the word of God. Now
that's wonderful that even if the apostle Paul came and preached here, he said, well, we've got to check
whether he's speaking according to scripture. You'll never go astray then.

And you know, that's the reason why you never find Paul's letter to the Bereans in the Bible. You find
Paul's letter to the Ephesians and the Colossians and the Galatians and the Thessalonians. Why?
Because he had to correct so many wrong doctrines that there was in all those places.

He had to correct the Corinthians on speaking in tongues. He got to correct the Galatians on the law. He
had to correct the Thessalonians about the second coming of Christ because they were just believing
anything anybody said.

But when he came to the Bereans, they never believed anything everybody said. They said, we check
everything with the scriptures. And so they never went astray.

It's wonderful. Like a tree firmly planted by the streams of water. The other day I was saying that right in
the beginning of scripture, you have God's word.

Seven times it says in six on the six days, rather six times, God said, God said, God said, God said. That's
how scripture begins in Genesis chapter one. And every time God said something happened.

But it also says there that the Holy Spirit moved. This is the balance we need in the Christian life. It's not
all Holy Spirit.

It's not all God's word. It's God's word plus God's Holy Spirit. And that's what we see here.

This meditation on God's word makes you like a tree planted by the streams of water. And the streams of
water is always a picture of the Holy Spirit. You know, otherwise you'll be a prisoner of the letter.

And a lot of people like that. The Pharisees were like that. They studied, studied, studied, studied the
scripture.

They had no anointing. No, there was no freshness in their life. There was no touch of the Holy Spirit upon
their life.

There was something seriously wrong, something missing. But if you can have the balance of God's word
and the fullness of the Holy Spirit, you're a well-rounded Christian. So that's what we see here.

A tree planted by the streams of water. Because that tree needs the constant supply of water from the
stream. And what's the result? It yields its fruit in season.

That means for us, the application for us in our life is that according to our spiritual growth, we will yield
fruit. You know, you don't expect a three-year-old to know as much as a 30-year-old. A three-year-old
knows so much and a five-year-old, it's like different grades in school.

There's a progression. According to the season of spiritual growth we are in, we produce fruit accordingly.
But it is God's will that at every stage we are fruitful.

Jesus once turned around to his disciples and said, I have chosen you and ordained you that you should
go and bring forth fruit. It's not God's will that we should be fruitless. We have to be fruitful.
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It's God's will that your life should be useful and fruitful before you leave this earth, before Jesus comes
again. Don't be satisfied with a life that just drifts along like a piece of wood on the ocean, just glows
around here and there, doesn't know where it's going to finally end up. We're not to be like that.

We got to be fruitful on this earth. Our life has got to accomplish something for God before Jesus comes
again. And for that, I need to meditate on God's word.

I need to be planted by the streams of water. Fruit refers to my character and my usefulness in blessing
other people. And it also says here, its leaf does not wither.

Leaf refers to the external forms of religion. Fruit refers to the inner character. The external forms are
things like Bible reading, coming to meetings, prayer meetings, fasting, giving, many things.

These are external forms. It's not as important as fruit, but every tree has got leaves as well. And it's leaf
never withers.

Leaves always green. And then when we're like that, this is a wonderful verse. It says here, this blessed
man in verse three, whatever he does, he prospers.

There's a blessing about the way he does everything. It's wonderful to be a Christian like that. It's not just
spiritually in our secular job.

There's a blessing upon our life. We're a blessing to people. We prosper.

It's not God's will that we should be defeated and spiritually sick. Now, when I say prosper, I'm not talking
about making a lot of money. When John the Apostle speaks about prosperity in the third episode of John,
he says, I wish you prosper like your soul prospers.

Our soul has to prosper first. And when it talks about, when the Bible speaks about prosperity in the
outside, the word of God says, my God will supply all your needs. Now, what that means is that it doesn't
mean that I have a lot of money, but it means that God meets all my need.

Now, who is the richest person in the universe? That's God. But he doesn't have a wallet. He doesn't have
a bank account.

He, there are a lot of things that rich people have, which he doesn't have, but he has everything that he
needs. And that's how Jesus was. I believe Jesus walked on this earth to demonstrate how a man should
live.

He wasn't a very rich man by worldly standards, but he never lacked anything. And I want to say that that
is God's will. That if you seek God's kingdom first, all the other things needed, needed, not all that we
want, but all that we need will be added to us.

And I believe that's the meaning of prosperity. And then we go on to verse four. It says the wicked.

Now we have, now this is the blessed man in verses one to three. This is the man whom God is blessing.
And he says, in contrast to that, you have another type of person whom the Bible calls wicked.

Now the wicked person is not like this. In other words, all that we considered till now, the wicked person is
not interested in all this. So we can go through all those three verses that we just considered.
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When it says here, the wicked are not so, we could say, well, we go back to verse one. That means the
wicked man listens to the advice of the ungodly. He stands where the sinners are standing and gets
tempted unnecessarily.

And he ends up sitting with the scoffers. And the wicked man does not have a delight in the law of the
Lord. Verse two.

And he does not have any interest in meditating on that, on God's word day or night. And so he's not like a
tree planted firmly by the water. What is he like then? It says here, he's like the chaff.

Verse four. Chaff is something that just gets blown away by the wind in no time at all. When the wind
comes, the chaff just flies away.

You can't find it. The tree doesn't even move. The wicked are like the chaff which the wind drives away.

Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the day of judgment. So here in the first Psalm itself, the Bible
speaks about a day of judgment. That's a theme that comes right through scripture.

There is a final day when God is going to judge all people. There are a lot of people who have got away
with a lot of things on this earth. They didn't get properly judged.

And they've escaped a lot of crooks, a lot of dictators who've done a lot of evil. And but they haven't
escaped because the final judgment hasn't taken place yet. It's going to come.

The Bible says that a day is coming when we're going to give an account to God for every single thing that
we have ever done. And it says in that day, the person who has neglected all these things mentioned in
verses one to three will not be able to stand. He'll want to run away.

The Bible speaks about him crying out to the rocks and the hills to cover him from the wrath of God that's
going to come upon the world in that day. Now, there's not much preaching about the day of judgment and
hell nowadays. It's not very popular.

But I've always preached on it. I preached on it when I started preaching 40 years ago. And I still preach
on it for one reason.

Because the one who preached about it the most was Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ came from heaven. He
knew the reality of hell.

And he preached about it all the time. He warned people about it. He said there is an eternal hell where
people will go if they don't turn from sin.

Now, that's not the best reason to avoid sin. I mean, the best reason to avoid sin is the way I'd avoid
sickness because I don't like it. It's destroying me.

I hate sickness and so I hate sin. But well, if you don't avoid it for that reason, at least avoid it because it
will take you to hell. And that's the second best reason to avoid sin.

But that's true. There is a hell. There is an eternal judgment.

The Bible says it's appointed unto men once to die and after this the judgment. A judgment for every single
thing that we have ever done in our life. And the Bible says that in the last day the books will be open.
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In those days, you know, they didn't have books like this. The books were like scrolls. Maybe you've seen
these pictures of scrolls.

We used to roll it up and the closest we can think of that is like a videotape. See, in our memory, we could
say there's a little videotape running. It's been running from the day we were born.

It's recorded everything that other people don't know about your life. That people who've lived with you for
50 years don't know about your past life. It's all there on the videotape.

And in the day of judgment, God just presses the rewind button and the play button and right from day one
of your life, everything is going to be on the screen. Every word, every thought, every action, every attitude
that you had to others, every motive with which you did things, it's all going to be there. And the Bible says
that we're all going to be judged according to the things that we did.

Now, there are a lot of things there we wouldn't want other people to see in all of our lives. And that's
where the blood of Jesus Christ can erase. You know, there are sections of your videotape that can be
completely erased, that no one will ever know in time or in eternity, provided you confess your sin to God.

Acknowledge it and say, Lord, I did that. I'm not blaming my wife for that. I'm not blaming somebody else
for that.

It's me. It's my fault. You know, any sin, any sin for which you blame somebody else will not get erased.

I'll tell you that. You've got to take the blame. And then when the videotape is played on the final day, there
may be a number of blank spots, but all the, but everything that's left will be good.

Because the good things won't be wiped out. We'll be able to stand. Think if somebody was showing a
videotape of my life with all the blank bad spots wiped out, how proudly I would stand here as you see this.

This wonderful saint, who never did a single wrong thing in his life. That's how we can stand. That's what
the blood of Jesus can do for us.

If we confess our sin, the Bible says God is faithful to cleanse us from all our sins. But you've got to
confess it. You've got to say, Lord, I've sinned and ask Jesus to forgive you.

The wicked will not be able to stand. The sinner will not be able to stand in the assembly of righteous
people in that day. Because it says here in verse six, the Lord knows the way of the righteous.

Other people may not know. The Lord knows everything about our life and the way of the wicked will
perish. That's hell.

When it says the way of the wicked will perish, it's talking about an eternal hell where the worm never dies,
where the fire is never quenched, where Jesus spoke about a rich man. By the way, that was not a
parable, the story of the rich man and Lazarus. That was a true story where the rich man was burning in
hell because he had not turned from his sin in his earthly life.

The man who lives in verses one to three is really a blessed man. He may not be very rich, but he's
blessed. That's what God invites you to be today.
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Amen. address is Christian Fellowship Center, Forte da Costa Square, Bangalore, 560-084-INDIA. If you
would like to receive a weekly message by Zach Funin by email, please send us your email address to
cfclit at touchtellindia.net. That is cfclit at t-o-u-c-h-t-e-l-i-n-d-i-a dot net.

The Lord bless you richly.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/8/SID8268.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/the-man-god-blesses-psalm-1/
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