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The Root of All Sin
by Zac Poonen

The root of all sin is pride, which leads to rebellion against God's authority, and the solution to sin is to repent

and turn away from pride and seek God's guidance and wisdom.

Duration: 1:19:56

Scripture: Isaiah 14:12-14, Ezekiel 28:14, Ephesians 6:12, Philippians 2:5-9

Topics: "Original Sin", "Spiritual Pride"

Description

This sermon delves into the origin of sin, emphasizing the importance of understanding the root cause of
sin, which is pride and rebellion against authority. It highlights the need to address the root of sin, similar
to how an antibiotic targets the root cause of sickness, to truly experience holiness. The speaker draws
parallels between Lucifer's fall due to pride and the importance of humility in overcoming sin and Satan's
influence in our lives.

Transcript

The reason why you want to look at this is to see the origin of sin. And if you don't understand this, you will
not understand the origin of holiness. Because if the root of sin is not destroyed, you just destroy a fruit
and you think you are holy.

You know, just like you can have a lot of sores on your body and keep putting ointment and clear it up.
Then a doctor says, I want to give you an antibiotic that hits the root of the sickness inside. So, when we
take the antibiotic tablets, then these things disappear.

And sin is like that, you know, you can deal with all the superficial sins and think it's all gone. And it's
because most believers haven't understood the root of sin that so many people who hear a message of
holiness never become holy. Because the root is still there.

I have seen many believers who have sat in CFC churches for 20-30 years. In our churches, in Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Bangalore, everywhere, they still have not understood what genuine holiness is. They have
accepted Christ, but the root of sin is so obviously in them.

I can see it very clearly. Many others may not be able to see it because they are carnal. If I can see it, can
you imagine how much more God can see it? So, if any of you are really interested in finding out genuine
holiness, understand this message.
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Especially you children. Okay, here, the head of the angels is called in Ezekiel 28.14, the anointed sheriff
who covers. He was like a guard in the holy mountain of God.

This is long before Adam. And verse 13, he was in Eden, the garden of God. So, the first person who was
in Eden was not Adam, it was this angel, Lucifer.

Verse 12, he was perfect in wisdom, perfect in beauty. And he was also involved with a lot of musical
instruments. Not only that, he was also involved with a lot of musical instruments.

That is also one of Satan's abilities. What we read in verse 16, What we read in verse 17, And what was
the sin, this is what we need to see. Verse 17, your heart was lifted up because of your beauty.

And I cast you to the ground. Your heart was lifted up. That was the root cause of sin.

So, sin is not primarily adultery or murder or hatred. That is all the fruit. You go to the root.

The root is inside the heart that is pride. And my brothers and sisters, If you don't get rid of that in your
heart, you will never be truly holy. What was he proud of? His beauty.

His wisdom. His position. His abilities.

You can be proud of your beauty. You can admire yourself in the mirror. You can be proud of your
cleverness, look down on others who are not so clever.

You can be proud that you come first in the class. You can be proud that your children come first in the
class. You can be proud of what you have accomplished in life.

You can be proud of your Bible knowledge. You can be proud of your preaching ability. You can be proud
that you are an elder in a church.

You can be proud of the house you live in. You can look down on other people who you think are not as
spiritual as you are. And if you have any of these qualities, All the holiness that you think you have is a
deception.

Because you are not hitting the root. You are cutting off the fruit with scissors. And so nobody sees the
fruit and they think you are holy.

But the root is still there. That root is what causes conflicts between you and your wife and you and your
husband at home. Because she has got the root and you have got the root.

So, I want to show you the way to genuine holiness. You are interested in hitting that root. The other
passage I want you to look at is Isaiah 14.

Now you can be pretty sure the devil doesn't want you to hear this message. Because he doesn't like
everybody to know how he sinned. Because he wants to conceal it from you so that he can keep you
sinning.

And at the same time make you think you are holy. So, we see pride in whatever ability one has is the root
cause of how sin came into this universe. It was not outwardly.
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A man can look very humble on the outside and he can be full of pride inside. You know the Pharisees had
been infected with this poison of Satan. Jesus said there was a Pharisee who prayed in the temple like
this.

I thank you God that I pray three times a day and fast and diet and all that. And he probably thought also
other things that I am living a very good life. And especially I am not like that publican over there who is a
sinner.

And that publican he wouldn't even lift up his head to God. He said God be merciful to me a sinner. But the
Pharisee didn't feel he was a sinner because he had done a lot of religious activities.

Anyone who thinks he is holy because he does a lot of religious activities is deceiving himself. You know
because you pray everyday, read the bible everyday, never miss a meeting, give some money for God's
work and you have given up other churches and come to a good church. None of these things make you
holy.

These are all religious activities. Holiness is inside. It's pride in the heart.

And the second thing I want you to see is in Isaiah 14 which also describes the fall of the devil. In Isaiah
14 we read about him, it says in verse 12, How have you fallen from heaven O star of the morning, son of
the dawn? Why? Because you said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven, I will raise up my throne above
the stars of God. Again, just like pride was in the heart, here also it's in the heart that Lucifer said
something.

Sin never began with some external action or word. Sin began in this universe with something hidden in
the heart. It's just like cancer.

Cancer doesn't begin with something outside on your skin. It's inside, you see it much later on the skin.
People have had cancer for 6 months and don't even know it till they take a scan.

People have had cancer for 6 months and don't even know it till they take a scan. It's revealed to all the
sins as a part of it. It's after a few days.

But the beginning of it is in the heart. Here we read, he said in his heart, I will ascend to heaven. The
second thing we see is this.

It comes from pride. He was already the head of the angels. He was already the head of the angels.

He wanted to go up. Listen to this. To show yourself as better than other believers in the church, that is the
spirit of Satan.

If you do things and say things to show yourself as superior to others, that is the spirit of the devil right
inside you. And if you speak evil of others in order to show that you are better than them, that's the spirit of
Satan again. Because you are trying to ascend above that other person.

That's how the devil became the devil. And this became so much that he even wanted to go above God.
He wanted to go above God.

He wanted to become greater than God. He said in verse 14, I will make myself like the most high. I will be
equal to what I reach.
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This is how the devil was. And wanting to go up above everything else. And to be like God.

See, this desire to be like God is something which Satan has put into many human beings. He said here in
verse 14, I will make myself like God. Do you know what he told Eve in the Garden of Eden? When he saw
that she was attracted to that fruit, she said very clearly, God has told us not to eat from this.

Otherwise you will die. See, God's word is our protection against sin. It's good for all of you young people
to realize that.

God had given a word to Adam and Eve. That word would keep them from sin. What was the word? The
Lord told him that he was not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

Chapter 2, verse 17. Read carefully. Tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you must not eat.

If you eat, you will surely die. When you compare that with what God said, with how Eve quoted the word
of God, you see how many people quote the word of God today, misquoting the word of God. See what
God said in 2.17? You shall not eat of it.

You shall surely die. Just think of those two statements. You shall not eat of it.

If you eat, you will surely die. But how did Eve quote it? This is what Eve said. This is what God has said.

You shall not eat it or touch it. God never said anything about touching it. This is the first way in which
people misquote the word of God.

They add something which God has not said. This is how the Pharisees added something to the word of
God. What they added were the traditions of men.

So if he adds something to the word of God, you are doing what Eve did. That's how you fall into sin. The
second thing is, God said you will surely die.

But Eve said, lest you die. That means possible. Chapter 3, verse 3. How did Eve say it? Chapter 3, verse
3. It's not you will surely die.

So, that's the second way people misquote the word of God. They subtract from the strength of the word
of God. So, sometimes you know, many people are not very careful about how they quote God's word.

They treat God's word so casually. That is the way to sin. That is why it's very important, if you quote
God's word, quote it exactly, otherwise don't quote it.

If you quote God's word, quote God's word as it is, otherwise don't quote it. Otherwise say, this is my
opinion. I am not saying it must be the exact words.

There are so many translations of the Bible. Exact words can be different in different translations. But I am
talking about the meaning.

You will surely die. That strength must not be reduced. And you must not add saying you shall not touch it,
which God never said.

And what did Satan tell her? You know, once the devil sees that somebody is willing to change Once the
devil sees that someone is willing to change the word of God slightly here and there, the devil is happy.
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Because now he has got a grip on that person. Today, in Christianity, God's word has been modified and
changed everywhere.

Or they don't quote it. Have you ever gone to a Pentecostal church where they teach that if everyone
speaks in a tongue, you are man. They will say you are man.

They won't quote that verse. Or have you gone to a brethren assembly where they will quote do not forbid
to speak in tongues. Or if you speak in a tongue there must be an interpretation always.

These are words that are completely ignored by so many believers. And if you ask all the people sitting in
these assemblies please look in your Bible. Do you have this verse in your Bible or not? It is there.

Yeah, but they say we sense the Holy Spirit here. How can the Holy Spirit go against what is written here?
See the origin of sin. Slightly changing the word of God.

That's all. Not in a big way. And what did the devil say to Eve? If you eat this fruit, verse 5, you will be like
God.

That's what he himself wanted to be. And if God eats you you will be like God. Oh, that's great.

Then I can eat it. Isn't that a great thing? Let me eat it. Do you think there are people on earth who behave
like God? See, in the New Testament, we read in Hebrews 8, in Hebrews 8, we read in the New
Testament, in Hebrews 8, verse 14, in Hebrews 8, verse 14, sorry, verse 11, sorry, So you may say,
Brother Zach, then why are you teaching here? So you may say, Brother Zach, then why are you teaching
here? I am not teaching you to know the Lord, I am teaching you the scriptures.

God has appointed teachers to teach His word to the church. But when it comes to knowing the Lord,
when it comes to knowing the Lord, from the least to the greatest, all shall know me, themselves. From the
least to the greatest.

That means, even the new believer, he must have a direct connection with the Lord, not through me or
anybody else. In the Old Testament, it was not like that. Lord.

Only he had the Holy Spirit. Even the king had to go to the prophet to find out what God wanted him to do.
But in the new covenant you don't have to go to anybody else to find out what God wants you to do.

Christ has appointed teachers to teach the doctrines and the scriptures. Knowing the Lord you must know
yourself through the Holy Spirit. Not through any prophet.

That is old covenant. All shall know me, even the least believer means the one who was born again today.
He doesn't have to go to a prophet.

So when a prophet or a pastor tells you, I will find the will of God for you. He is acting like God to you.
That's what the devil told Eve, you will be like God.

And there are many pastors and preachers and prophets, so called prophets, who behave like God today.
And there are foolish believers who go to them and treat them like God. You tell me what I should do,
where I should go, what job I should take.
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Do you do that? You treat some human being like God? Some prophet, some pastor, I want to tell you in
Jesus name, you are an idolater. You are no different from the other man who bows down before an idol of
stone or brass. Because you are bowing down before a man saying, tell me what God wants me to do.

Why don't you go to God directly? When it says, all shall know me, they shall not teach every man his
neighbor saying, know the Lord. Go to a man to understand the scriptures, that is okay. Christ has
appointed teachers, that's why we have question and answer sessions.

But knowing the Lord is different. Think of a family, God is like a father. We are his children.

That little two year old can have direct access to his father just like the 20 year old son. The father doesn't
tell the two year old to come to his 20 year old when asking him something. But the 20 year old can teach
the two year old many things about history and geography and mathematics and science, yes.

And so there are many teachers who can teach you things from God's word. But knowing the father, that
one year old and the 20 year old are equal. You must know that, that you can know God personally.

That's why he has given you the Holy Spirit. Don't let anyone else become a God for you. Why do you
think all the Pentecostal pastors are mad at me and angry at me? Because I stop people from worshipping
them.

I show them that's not your God, go straight to God, you don't have to go through that person. You see the
Roman Catholics say you have to go through Mary to Christ. Pentecostal says through that prophet.

No, but if I have to choose, I'll choose Mary and Mary at least is a holy lady, I don't know what this pastor
is like. So, but I don't have to go through Mary or a pastor, I don't have to go through anybody. You don't
have to go through me.

You know that more than one person has written to me saying, Brother Zach, we've just, I don't even know
who they are, Brother Zach, we've just had a baby, can you please give a name for our child? I said, why
do you want, how can I name your child? I'm not God. Please find out yourself. I can give you a
suggestion of 20 names from the Bible.

If you don't know that, you can select from there. There are many things, we can ask somebody to pray for
us. We can ask for advice.

Many people come to me, Brother Zach, what do you think I should do in this particular situation? The
advice of godly people is always very useful. So, I'll tell you what I tell them. I say, this is what I would do if
I were in your situation.

But you may not have the maturity I have, so you can't do that perhaps. Maybe I'm in 10th standard, you're
in 3rd standard, you can't live at my level. So, don't get discouraged if you can't do it at my level, you do it
at your level, God will accept it.

And secondly, this is my advice that I think you should do. But, I want you to go home, think about what I
say, and don't do it. Until you have sought God, and you hear God himself saying to your spirit, do that.

And if you don't have that freedom from God, don't follow my advice. I will not get offended. If somebody
gets offended because somebody else did not follow his advice and that person acting like God, I'm not
offended if somebody doesn't follow my advice, because I always tell them, seek God.
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And I said, if you disobey me, and you make a mess of your life, and you come back to me, I will never tell
you, I told you so. Never, never, never. I never tell people that.

It's okay, never mind, we all make mistakes, let's try and rectify the situation now. This is how any man of
God will advise you. Anybody who controls you and tells you, you must do it like this, stay a hundred miles
away from him, don't go anywhere near him.

This is how the devil makes people to behave like God. See, 2 Thessalonians chapter 2, says about the
Antichrist. He takes his seat in the temple, verse 4, declaring himself as God.

Second Thessalonians 2, verse 4. So, this is ultimately, it's all the same spirit of the devil, to sit in a church
as a pastor and show he's God, or sit in a temple and show he's God. God is the only one who has the
right to be above us, in our personal life. As I said, the devil said, I will ascend, make my throne above the
throne of God.

What did we learn from that? The root of sin. God is an authority above the head of the angels. And he
says, I'll go above that authority.

Rebellion against authority, that is the root of sin. It's all basically the same thing. Pride, acting like God,
rebellion against authority, it's all basically the same thing.

So, remember, there's no adultery or murder here, at the beginning of the universe. These are the sins we
think are great today. But what are the sins at the beginning? Pride, acting like God, rebellion against
authority.

That is why the law commanded, teach children only one thing, honor your father and mother, so that it
can go well with you, and you will live long on the earth. In Ephesians 6, that is repeated in the new
covenant. Chapter 6, verse 1, Children, obey your parents in the Lord, because this is right.

Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with the promise. Because the promise is,
it will go well with you and you will live long on the earth. So, what is the first thing that we need to teach a
little child? Honor your father and mother.

And here it is referred to as obedience to the parents. And that means to honor those who are older in
age. You see, in Leviticus chapter 19, Leviticus chapter 19, there are many ways in which we can show
our fear of God.

And here is one way. Verse 32, You shall rise up before a gray-headed person and honor the aged
person, and thus you will show your fear of God, I am the Lord. You shall rise up before a gray-headed
person and honor the aged person, and thus you will show your fear of God, I am the Lord.

How did God teach the Israelites to fear Him? There are many ways. One of the ways is to honor the aged
person. So, we must teach our children to respect those who are older.

Obedience. When should you start to teach your children obedience? One year old. If it is later than one, it
is too late.

I have seen that. I have forgotten how it was with my own children 40 years ago. But I believed it then
also.
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But now I see it in my grandchildren. And I am reminded again. One of my grandchildren was going to a
staircase to climb up, one year old.

And his father said, No. She is a girl, she can't speak. And the dad said, No.

And the dad said, Don't go. One year old. It understood, No.

So, it didn't go. The next day, I saw that child going near the staircase. To the same staircase.

And looking back to see if anybody is watching. I learnt that day. One year you have to teach obedience.

Are you doing that to your children? There were two things I emphasized very strongly with my four sons.
Obedience and respect to parents. And never tell a lie.

Those are the things I emphasized. Other things were not important. What marks they got in school.

If they worked hard, marks were not important for me. Can you hear me? Okay, good. So, if they broke
something in the house, not so important.

That will only test whether I love material things or not. Only disobedience and disrespect to parents and
telling lies, that's all. And if ever they spoke disrespectfully to anybody, I would say, Go and apologize.

I find so many young people growing up today, who have no respect for older people. And the fault is with
their parents. I have seen young people growing up in the church, who have no respect for the elders.

The fault is with the parents. The parents have not taught them to respect older people. It's the spirit of
rebellion against authority.

I have often told the story of that four year old boy. He was standing up there and the father said, sit down.
He wouldn't sit.

Sit down. No, he won't sit. So, the father took a stick.

He sat down. And he told his daddy, Inside, I am still standing up. Now the question is, how can you make
that inside boy sit down? That is where parents need wisdom.

That's why we need to pray much before God as parents. If you have brought up a child, who has learned
to obey his parents, And to respectfully speak always to older people, And never to tell a lie, You have
done a first class job even if they got second class and not first class in their college. I can tell you, it will
go well with your children.

They will grow up to be servants of God. It will go well with them. So, if you really love your children, you
must do what will help it to go well with them.

Because, what is in that child is the spirit of rebellion that devil had. The devil said, I will go above God.
The devil said, I will go above God.

And this little child says, I am going to go above my parents. I am going to deceive my parents. Don't
tolerate that.
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Don't allow them to make fun of their teachers in school. Every school there are students who make fun of
their teachers. We have to teach our children, don't join with those other students who make fun of the
teachers.

I used to tell my children, how do you think Jesus went to school? How did he behave? Jesus went to
school, how do you think he behaved in school? Jesus went to school, how do you think he behaved in
school? Jesus went to school, how did he behave? That's the way you must behave also. How did he
behave with his teachers and other children? How did he behave with his teachers and other children? We
don't believe that Jesus was like us, that's why we make mistakes. He was 100% like us.

He grew up like us. He drank milk from his mother just like little babies do. He had to learn to speak and
learn to read and write.

He had to go to school. In all these situations, he never sinned. There was zero rebellion in him.

There was zero rebellion in him. This is what we have to teach our children. Rebellion at home first.

Rebellion against authority in the schools. Then rebellion in the colleges. And then rebellion in the
factories, in the trade unions.

And then rebellion against the government in the country. And then rebellion against the government in
the country. This spirit of rebellion is all over the world.

And rebellion in the church against the elders. And it is always instigated by Satan. This is the root of sin.

And Satan does not do this alone. We read in Revelation chapter 12 about Satan is like a great red dragon
pictured here. Verse 3 And it says his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the
earth.

See, the stars are in the book of Job. The angels are called the stars of heaven. So, what I understand
from this verse is that Satan, when he rebelled, he gathered one third of all the angels and they joined in
his rebellion.

So, just imagine what happened at the beginning of the universe. Here the devil sees this spirit of rebellion
and pride coming up in Lucifer. And God in his great wisdom does not cast him down immediately.

He waits. He waits till the devil goes around talking to some of the other angels. You know, the devil goes
to the other angels and he says, what do you think about this submitting to God? You have to do
everything he says.

So, some angels say, that's good for us. I'm very happy to do that. So, he says, it's no use.

Let me go to somebody else. And somebody, another angel says, yeah, I also agree with you. God is too
much of a dictator here.

Like that, he collects one third of the angels. So, why didn't God throw the devil out immediately? That's
the wisdom of God. He wanted him to round up all the rebellious angels and they can all go out together.

So, once they were all rounded up, then they were thrown out and all those angels became the demons
who possess people now. So, I call this the Lucifer Ministry. You see this in politics.
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One fellow will go to the opposite party and see if there are any rebels there and he will round them all up.
It happens all the time in our country. Then they overthrow the government.

These are called rebel MPs. But one man goes around like this. It can happen in a church where one
person who is very disturbed with the elders or who is corrected in some way he goes around visiting
different homes and when I hear that I say what God said, let him go house to house.

Let him round up all the one third of the people in the church or more and let them all go. That is how God
cleansed the heavens and that is how God cleanses the church today. So, I'm never trying I'm never
disturbed when some brother fulfills a Lucifer ministry in the church.

I say praise the Lord. I will encourage it. Go ahead, don't disturb him till he finishes his ministry.

Because we don't want one weed left in this garden. So, this is how sin began. Pride.

Whatever type of pride. Spiritual pride. Intellectual pride.

Or any type of pride. Wanting to be like God. Wanting to run other people's lives.

Even in a home sometimes a husband can behave like God. The Bible says husband and wife are joint
heirs of the grace of life. Might be the chapter 3. That means they are equal sit on equal thrones.

Even though one is the head. But he's not God. Because above both of them is God.

So, if a man acts like God towards his wife that is the same sin of Lucifer. He's a human head. He's not
God.

That is why I say if a wife does not want to come to the same church her husband is going to. I say give
her freedom. Let her go where she likes.

Don't drag her. No, you're not God. Love her.

Let her go. If she wants to go to the Catholic Church let her go to the Catholic Church. She doesn't want to
come to the assembly here.

Love her. Be good to her. Win her by a Christ like nature.

Don't give up your headship as a husband. But headship doesn't mean you have to drag her to the church.
It means that you're the head in the home.

So, we must never behave like God towards anybody. So, even when God gives you an authority as a
husband or father or elder we must remember there is a boundary God has drawn for us. I'm not an elder
to all the Christians in India.

No, they don't have to listen to me. Our churches are less than one percent of India's Christians. So, only
those who recognize me as an elder I'm their elder.

Otherwise, I'm not their elder. So, I recognize my boundary and those are the only ones I want to guide.
So, one must not have a lust to try and control others and give everybody advice.
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I tell older sisters sometimes don't go around giving advice to all the young sisters. If you're a mother by all
means advise your daughters. Otherwise otherwise be such a godly older sister that the young girls will
come to you and ask for advice.

So, this spirit of rebellion is going to increase in the world and we have to fight it in the home that's why
children must be taught to obey and to respect their parents and if you're a god fearing wife you will submit
to your husband. It says in 1 Peter 3 even if he is disobedient to the word you can win him without
speaking a word. By your wisdom Have you heard of that god fearing sister who married a believer but
was not so serious believer? See that sister was a god fearing sister.

So, the first day after marriage he said I want to take you to the cinema. So, I don't go to the cinema she
said. No, I'm your husband you've got to come with me.

So, she went sat in the cinema for 3 hours with her eyes closed and every time there was some exciting
scene the husband would knock on her she's not looking every time when they came home he said to her
so boring I'll never take you to a cinema again. What wisdom instead of creating a fight God will always
show you the way of wisdom in dealing with your husband or wife or children or children even to deal with
your parents without fighting with that is a way of wisdom God has got an answer to every problem so if
you hit the root of sin in your life what does that mean in practical terms Lord I will never rebel against
authority I will always submit to the elders in my church if I disagree with them I will share with them and if
I feel it is impossible to continue there I will love them and go and join some other church that is the right
way to do it but what have we seen in Kerala so many people with the spirit of rebellion saying oh I'm
gonna go away and you fellows are a cult I have no objection to people leaving our church but why leave
in this way in the spirit of Lucifer why not leave peacefully brother I disagree with you I say fine brother join
you there are other churches to go to but you don't have to go to an elder and say you are a pope I'm not
gonna listen to you oh you are a dictator this is a cult I'll tell you something people who do like that it will
never go well with them not because they left CFC but the way they left it God will never support a spirit of
rebellion even if I behave like that God will not support me I have left many churches I left the brethren first
well first of all I left the orthodox church then I was with the again because they were not preaching
baptism of the Holy Spirit and all I left the brethren but everywhere I left peacefully I did not create a fight I
did not a problem I left the boxing assembly I left that then I was with the baptist church I left that so
somebody when they heard this they said brother you are a very unstable person you are always leaving
one church and going I said all my life I was like that. I was in 1st standard, I left it, went to 2nd standard.

Then I left that and went to 3rd standard. Then I left that and went to 4th standard. The rock steady people
stayed in 1st standard all their life.

I was not like that. If I found something better, I always went there. Don't you select the best school for
your children and the best hospital for your treatment? Why not the best church to grow spiritually? But
always peacefully.

If you leave a school. Don't go to the principal and say you are all useless, this school is all rubbish, I don't
want to take my child out. Don't talk like that.

Just say I am very thankful that my child got some good education here. My wife and I feel that we should
send them to another school. I will always be thankful for what my children learnt in your school.
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Isn't that a better way for a Christian to leave a school? Or a hospital? Leave peacefully. Without criticizing
the treatment and shouting at the doctors. Be a man or a woman of peace.

You can leave any school, you can leave any hospital, you can leave any church. But do it peacefully. Do
it without calling all the teachers and doctors and elders certain names.

And then forever go around talking about all those teachers and doctors and elders. That is the spirit of
Lucifer. So many people are doing it.

Even people who left CFC. God bless them. They cannot harm us.

We are not in a fight with them. Many years ago the Lord showed me from Ephesians chapter 6. And I will
give you this advice also all of you. Verse 12.

Remember this verse all your life. This is the new covenant. Ephesians 6.12 Our struggle is not against
human beings.

But against the evil spirits and rulers of this world. You know what the Lord told me from that? If you want
to fight strongly against the devil. Make a decision today that you will never again fight with a human
being.

Don't fight with your wife. Don't fight with your neighbor. Don't fight with your parents or children.

Or with pastors or preachers or priests or anybody. Or with anybody in the church. Don't fight with any
human being.

Don't fight with the porter in the railway station or the auto rickshaw driver who charges you more money.
Just don't fight with human beings. I made that decision long ago.

And you know the result? It has given me such authority over satan and evil spirits. Many evil spirits I have
cast out of people. Always with one sentence.

In the name of Jesus, get out. I never had to repeat it twice. Never had to fast and pray.

Never had to shout. Why do people have to do all that? And the devil still doesn't listen? Because in their
private lives these fellows are fighting with human beings. You fight with human beings, you will have no
authority over satan.

That's why I say live at peace. If you disagree with someone, quietly leave. If you want to leave a church,
leave quietly.

And you will have authority over satan. In the old testament, the statement was like this. We do not wrestle
with satan and his forces.

We wrestle only with human beings. See, Genesis to Malachi, you never find anybody fighting with satan.
Genesis to Malachi.

Not even one person, not Moses, not even John the baptist. They were always fighting with philistines and
amorites and hittites and canaanites and all that. So, don't fight.
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In the old testament, they only fought with human beings, never fought the devil. People have not
understood it. In the new covenant, we stop fighting with human beings and start fighting the devil now.

So, if you are fighting at home with your husband or wife, then you are back in the old covenant. Stay in
the new covenant. You say, I will never fight with a human being.

So that I can be strong to fight against the devil. And if you find anything of pride coming in you, and it
comes very easily. Maybe you did something very well.

Or you sang very well. Or you played an instrument very well. Or you preached a good sermon.

Or you came first in the class. Don't become proud of it. You know, whenever my children came back from
the prize giving day in school, I would pray with them at home.

And I would tell them, never show these prizes to anybody. Don't keep it in the sitting room for everybody
to see. Go and hide it somewhere in the house.

Because then you will be making the other children who failed feel small because you are so great. And
don't show your report card to anybody. Don't show your mark to anybody.

Humble yourself. I used to say that to them every year in prize giving day. And I say, give the glory to God.

We have to teach our children not to become proud. Particularly if they have some ability. Parents have
the responsibility.

Otherwise the root of sin is growing in them. Tell them to follow Jesus who humbled himself. Who always
humbled himself.

Okay, let's see in closing Philippians chapter 2. Philippians 2. Verse 5. Let this attitude be in you which is
in Christ Jesus. Satan tried to go up to be like God. That's how sin came.

So salvation came by he who was God coming down and becoming a man. That's the opposite of Satan.
Satan wanted to be like God.

So Jesus came and became like man. That is the first step of humility. Second step.

Verse 7. As a man he went further down and became a slave. That is the second step. And the third step.

What is lower than a slave? A criminal who is crucified. And he became that also. Numbered with the
criminals.

So there were three steps of humility. God to man. Man to slave.

Slave to criminal. Therefore verse 9 God exalted him. So you see the three secrets of the Christian life.

Humility, humility, humility. That is the only way to overcome Satan. If you are not able to overcome Satan
and all his temptations in your life if you are not able to overcome anger and sexual lust and other habits
reason is pride.

God is not able to give you grace to overcome. Because he gives grace to the humble. So choose the way
Jesus went.
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Humility, humility, humility till you hit the rock bottom. And in every situation when people insult you, go
down. When people speak evil of you, forgive them.

Go down, go down, go down. And you will see amazing grace upon your life. I was in an assembly where
some people were jealous of me.

When I was around 30 years old. And they prevented me from speaking because they were jealous. I sat
there in an assembly for three years without opening my mouth.

And the Lord said keep quiet. The Lord said keep quiet. Don't rebel against the elders.

Submit to them. Love them and don't speak evil of them. And those were the years God broke me and
broke me and broke me.

I didn't know why. But I knew those days he was preparing me to begin the ministry in CFC. And before
God can give authority to a man he has to break him through a period of many years.

Otherwise he will become puffed up and he will be destroyed. So, if you find that God is breaking you
somewhere you young people in your home or in your school or in college or in your church rejoice. Keep
your mouth shut.

Praise the Lord. God will lift you up one day and give you a great ministry. So, I hope the children and the
parents learn something today.

Let's pray. Heavenly Father help us not to forget these important truths. In Jesus name.

Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/7MSSgKyUmyo.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/the-root-of-all-sin/
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