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Three Divine Principles for a Happy Marriage
by Zac Poonen

A happy marriage is built on a life centered in God, acceptance of each other's imperfections, and doing things

together.

Duration: 32:48

Scripture: Genesis 2:18, Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Matthew 18:19-20

Topics: "Christian Marriage", "Spiritual Unity"

Description

This sermon delves into the original intention of marriage as designed by God, focusing on the story of
Adam and Eve and the principles of marriage outlined in Genesis 3. It emphasizes the importance of
centering marriage on God, doing things together as a couple, and resisting the influence of the devil by
staying united. The message highlights the need for transparency, acceptance, forgiveness, and the
power of agreement in marriage to invite God's presence, answered prayers, and victory over challenges.

Transcript

God was the first one who thought of marriage for man. When God created man, there was no woman. He
didn't even know about marriage.

But God created a woman and arranged their marriage. So, what I want to share with them and with all of
you is the way God intended marriage to be. Because that first marriage of Adam and Eve did not work out
the way God intended it.

And throughout history, there is hardly any marriage that has fulfilled God's original intention. Because, I'd
say more than 95% of marriages follow the way Adam and Eve went. But there is a small percentage of
people who have decided to put God first.

I wonder whether it's even 5%, maybe 1%. But those are the happiest marriages in the world. They may
not be the richest people or live in the most fancy houses.

But they have Jesus living in their home. And that makes a world of difference. So, if you have a Bible, I
want you to turn with me to Genesis chapter 3. And there we read three principles that we can say the way
God intended marriage to be.

And there we read three principles that we can say the way God intended marriage to be. We know that
we get strength through physical exercise. People who don't exercise, no matter how much they eat, they
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never become strong.

They'll only be fat, and fat does not mean strong. So we don't want these guys to have a fat marriage, but
a strong one. And that comes through resistance to opposition.

So that's why when God made Adam and Eve, he sent them into a garden and allowed them to be tested.
So that's why when God made Adam and Eve, he sent them into a garden and allowed them to be tested.
The testing was not to make them fall, but to give them freedom to choose.

And that is the choice that they made, and that every human being and every marriage you have to make.
The Bible says that in the garden into which God sent Adam and Eve, there were two trees. And those two
trees symbolized two ways in which man could choose to live.

One was called the tree of knowledge of good and evil. The other was called the tree of life. And the
implication in these two trees was this, that if you want the knowledge of good and evil just to be within
yourself, without consulting God, you choose this tree.

But if you are humble enough to say, I don't know what is really good and what is really evil, so I'd rather
turn to God all the time to find out what is good and what is evil, and live in continuous dependence upon
him. That is the tree of life. So they had a choice.

Just like every human being has a choice, every marriage has a choice. A life where you depend on
yourself, or a life where you depend on God. What is the mark of a life that is dependent on oneself? We
hardly ever pray because we know what to do.

Why do we have to pray? We don't have to consult God about any decisions because we've got quite a lot
of intelligence ourselves. That is the root cause of all the problems that humanity has faced. That is the
root cause for the lack of peaceful marriages.

So, to put it another way, it's a life centered in oneself, or a life centered in God. To put it another way, it's
a life centered in oneself, or a life centered in God. God created Adam and Eve to live a life centered in
God.

And then their lives would be supremely happy. They would never fight with each other even once. They
would never blame one another.

They would have an increasing peace throughout their life. So remember that. If you make your life
centered in God, that's the only way you can have a peaceful, harmonious, and happy married life.

That's a life where you're centered in God for everything. Now, a lot of people may think that's a life of
tremendous bondage. The opposite.

Jesus lived the most perfect and happiest life any human being ever lived on this earth. And there was a
reason. His life was completely dependent upon and centered upon God his Father.

So, thereby, Jesus was showing us, this is the way you can live a happy life if you want to. Jesus wasn't
rich, but he was happy. He didn't please human beings, but he pleased God.

Now, if you're more interested in being rich than in being happy, then of course you won't choose that way.
Or, if you'd rather want to please men and your relatives, and you're concerned about what they think
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about you, you don't want to live that way. So, then you make a choice that you're going to do what
pleases yourself.

What pleases other people around you? And what pleases your relatives? Then you're doomed to an
unhappy married life. See, God gives us a choice. He doesn't force anyone.

He never forces anyone to do anything. It's like saying, do you want a happy married life, or do you want
an unhappy one? Don't you think it's a real idiot who chooses an unhappy married life? See, when we go
to buy something in the market, it's a foolish person who says, let me buy what is cheapest. Because the
cheapest thing may pack up in one month.

It's a sensible person who is willing to spend even double that amount if he can buy something that will
last longer. I mean, we know in the markets, when you go to buy something, something is made in China,
something is made in Japan, which are you going to buy? Everybody knows which they'll choose. Why?
The other one is much more expensive.

A camera made in Japan is much more expensive than one made in China. Why do you pay ten times
more for that? Because you want quality. If you want quality in your marriage, you have to pay a price.

And that price is, I will seek to please God, even if it offends my neighbors and my friends and relatives, no
problem. And even if I have to deny myself, I am determined to have a happy marriage. See, that's a
choice.

And it comes through being centered in God. And wanting to please him. So that's the first thing.

Did you know the story here in Genesis 3, how Eve went and took from that tree? She chose, I want to live
a life centered in myself. And that's why she didn't even consult her husband when she went to that tree. If
she had asked Adam, Darling, what do you think? Should we eat this tree or not? The story may have
been different.

So there we see that choice that she made to be centered in herself. I don't want to consult God. In fact, I
know God said don't eat it, but I can make my own choice.

Look at the number of so-called Christian families who make that choice. When something goes wrong in
the home, they know God says, put away all anger. They say, I know that, but at this time, I've got to get
angry.

That's the only way I can get something done. There's no difference between that choice and what Eve
made in the Garden of Eden. You know what God has said? I don't care for that.

I've got to do what I want. How many Christian families can say they don't disobey God there? They don't
believe that obeying God is the way to a happy married life. So what's the result? Then Adam also eats of
it.

And the first thing he does after that is to blame his wife, accuse her to God. So that's what happens when
we turn away from the way God has shown. When your life is centered in yourself, you'll be blaming each
other.

I like to see a painting of Adam pointing at his wife. A picture that's been repeated in many homes in these
6,000 years. Your fault.
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You did this. I told you not to do it. And reverse also, from the other side.

It's because God is not the center. We see it all around, but I say, when will we learn? The second thing In
this fallen world, every husband and wife must recognize that we are imperfect. Well, I have to admit that
I'm imperfect.

It's ridiculous to pretend that I'm perfect. The only perfect person who walked on this earth was Jesus
Christ. And the best of us is imperfect.

So that's the first thing you must recognize about each other. You're both imperfect. And next week, if you
discover something in each other which is imperfect, don't be surprised.

And next month, if you discover something else which is imperfect, don't be surprised. Accept one another
as the other person is. Do you know why? Because Jesus says, I accepted you just as you are.

See, this is the wonderful thing about real salvation. People who are born in Christian families don't
experience it. Or any family.

You have to come into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ to experience it. I mean, I never
experienced it till I received Jesus Christ, my Lord, into my life. That's open to all of us.

To invite Jesus Christ into our life. He will not come if He's not invited. And then, we discover He accepts
us just as we are.

When He was on earth, He once said, I haven't come for all the healthy people. I've come for the sick
people. I haven't come for holy people.

I came for sinners. I love that. That's why we can be accepted.

Because He came for sinners. And He says, now the way I accepted you just as you are, all your life,
accept your marriage partner just as you are. Just as he or she is.

Open and not ashamed. That's the way God intended them to be with each other. No need to have any
so-called spiritual fig leaves to cover ourselves from each other.

If we have failed, what do we do with the Lord? We go and say, Lord, I'm sorry, I slipped up. And how long
does He take to forgive us? Not even one second. Immediate.

Forgiveness is immediate. That's how you must love one another. I don't have to be a prophet to tell you
that you're going to make mistakes.

I don't have to be a prophet to say that you're going to hurt one another. Most of the time, unknowingly,
accidentally, and perhaps sometimes deliberately, that also happens in marriage. What is the duty of the
other partner? The word of the Lord is, do what I did to you.

Forgive. Immediately. And not only that, the Lord says, when I forgive you, I will not bring up that matter
again.

The Lord says, I forgive you, and I will not bring it up again. Don't bring it up again. It's finished.

It's over. Leave it. Bury it.
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And don't go digging up these matters that were once forgiven. You go and ask any married couple who
has not understood this law. Any married couple in the world.

And you'll find that they have the habit of bringing up things from the past at some moments when they are
upset with each other. They go digging graves. They bury something, and they go dig it up again.

Don't do it. Don't do it that way. The devil wants you to be unhappy.

God wants you to be happy. God wants you to have a heavenly home here on this earth. The good news
that Jesus Christ came with was that he can forgive all our past sins if we receive him as our Savior and
our Lord.

Because he died for us on the cross. He took our punishment. And he rose from the dead alive, the only
person ever who came out of the grave.

And he ascended to heaven in the presence of others. And from heaven, he sent his Holy Spirit to come
and live in us. So that the life which he lived on earth can now be reproduced within us.

That gives us God's nature. Then we can forgive one another as God forgave us. Then we can be patient
with each other as God is patient with us.

And we can accept one another with their faults just like God accepted us with our faults. So that's the
second thing. Then I want to say a third thing.

God wanted Adam and Eve to recognize their need of each other. So that they would always do things
together. You know how the first sin came in this world? One woman decided to act on her own without
her husband.

It doesn't matter. It could have been the husband acting without the wife. God never wanted that.

God wanted every decision they take to be taken together. But we read here in Genesis 3 how the devil
came. Now a lot of people don't like to hear about the devil at a wedding.

But if there are snakes outside it's good to know about it. That's not scaring people. That's warning people.

And we read in the Bible that as soon as God conducted the first marriage the very next sentence is the
devil came. And that was not in a sin-cursed earth. That was in perfect paradise.

So how much more in this sin-cursed earth? The devil is going to attack every single Christian marriage
from day one. Adam and Eve were defeated. We don't have to be defeated.

Because of one reason. In Adam and Eve's time Satan had not been defeated. But when Jesus Christ
died on the cross he defeated Satan.

The Bible says he took away his power. He didn't kill him. But he just took away his power.

And if you understand that just like you understand that Jesus took away your sins if you also understand
he took away Satan's power Satan will have no more power in your marriage. But you got to be together.
Satan always tries to get a person alone because he can knock him down alone.
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That's what he did. Even though Adam and Eve were standing next to each other the devil very cleverly
got into a conversation with Eve. So here's the third thing.

God wants you to do things together. Always. There's a verse in the middle of the Bible in Ecclesiastes
where it says Chapter 4 Verse 9 Two are better than one.

It's referring to marriage. Two are better than one. God said it first.

He said it's not good for man to be alone. And I would say that. It's not good for a woman to be alone
either.

Be together with your partner in every decision. And don't let anything come between you. If something
comes get rid of it.

Come back together again. Why are two better than one? Because, verse 10 if one is about to fall the
other one can hold him. And if he's actually falling then he can lift him up.

But if he's slipping he can hold him before he falls. Or if she's slipping he can hold her before she falls.
And that is how they can stand against Satan.

It says that further in verse 12. If one, that is Satan can overpower one person when he's alone two of
them can resist him. That's referring to marriage.

Eve tried to resist Satan alone and she got defeated. So, whenever anyone in a marriage faces pressure
they should get back to their partner and say let's face this issue together. Don't try to face any issue in
marriage alone.

God wants you to do everything together. Don't forget that. Because you can resist the devil.

And the New Testament we read in Matthew chapter 18 that when two people are together he's speaking
about two in verse 19. Matthew 18, 19. Just like we read in Ecclesiastes.

If two are agreed that means they are one. The actual word there is two are in symphony. Like a musical
symphony.

No discord in the two instruments. You're like people playing two different instruments. You must be in
symphony.

If you agree then here are at least three things that happen. Number one. Jesus says verse 20 I will be
there between you.

I'll be in the middle of you if both of you agree. That's why the devil always gets husband and wife to
disagree on something. Because he knows that the Lord will not be in their midst anymore.

Believe me I've watched Christian homes for 56 years. In many parts of the world. I've corresponded with
hundreds and hundreds of people married couples.

Christian couples. I want to tell you in the vast majority of homes they do not agree. So the Lord is not
there.

The Lord is not in many Christian homes. Because they don't agree. Husband and wife don't agree.
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The devil knows that. These foolish Christians have got a bible but they don't know that. They don't realize
the tremendous power that can be in a home when two agree.

I've experienced it in my home for many years. In my life in the way I brought up my children and in my
ministry. I'm not better than anybody I just understood God's principles.

You know there are certain laws in nature. If you follow those laws you get the benefit of it. If you disobey
them you suffer.

We all know there are foods that are healthy to the body and foods that are not healthy. If somebody
understands it and eats the foods healthy he becomes healthy. And if he eats the foods that are not
healthy he becomes sick.

Here is a law. Here is a spiritual law. If both of you remain agreed and that means if something comes in
between you immediately take it to the Lord and get forgiveness and again get agreed.

First of all the Lord will be there with you all the time. Secondly verse 19 when you pray God's going to
hear and answer your prayer. Boy we have so many needs in marriage.

Financial needs physical needs and when you have children more needs. Problems in school problems
with sickness of the children anybody who has children knows this. My wife and I have gone through all of
that and we have seen the tremendous power in getting God to answer our prayers.

What is the condition? Make sure nothing comes between both of you. Thirdly when two are agreed they
resist the devil and he is bound his activities are bound. Verse 18 It's wonderful to follow God's laws.

So please remember the way God originally intended marriage. To be centered in God and not in
yourselves. To always do things together and not alone.

To stand against the devil and to be open with each other and not hide from one another. So let me repeat
that first to be centered in God and not seeking to please yourself or anybody else. And second to be open
and transparent and accept one another the way God accepted you.

And thirdly to always do things together to resist the devil.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/X9XydTOjMgI.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/three-divine-principles-for-a-happy-marriage/
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