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We Need Never Be Discouraged (Kannada)
by Zac Poonen

We are valuable to God because of the price He paid for us, and we must learn to overcome discouragement and

recognize our worth in Him.

Duration: 58:04

Scripture: Zechariah 2:8, Luke 22:31, 1 John 2:14

Topics: "Spiritual Warfare", "Gods Love"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of understanding Satan's tactics, particularly focusing on
discouragement as one of his main weapons against young people. It highlights the need to overcome
discouragement by realizing one's great value to God, who paid a high price for each individual with the
precious blood of Christ. The message encourages believers to trust in God's love, not to be discouraged
by failures, and to have faith that God will never allow them to be tested beyond what they can handle.

Transcript

I Want to turn to a verse in Luke's gospel 22 Look I put that in a Sunday As young people we must know
how to overcome Satan Okay before Luke 22, let me show you a verse in 1 John 2 Then we'll come back.
1 John 2 verse 14 In 13, in the middle, it says I've written unto you young men because you have
overcome the evil one There are different things he writes in that verse to those who are spiritual fathers to
young men and to those who are babies And the thing he has written to young men is you have overcome
the evil one And again, he writes to fathers and children and young men in the next verse And again, he
says to the young men because the Word of God abides in you and you have overcome the evil one So
both times he says the main characteristic of young people is they overcome Satan Now from your own
experience you young people give me an answer What is Satan's greatest weapon which he uses against
young people? What do you think? Can you speak loudly that I can hear it? Pride Condemnation
Discouragement That's the answer I was looking for I think all these answers are right Young people can
be tempted to pride Particularly if you are gifted or clever Good-looking or rich Got a good job, good salary
Very easy to become proud Condemnation and discouragement go together That means you feel you're
rotten, you're useless, you're good for nothing Now I believe that discouragement is one of Satan's main
weapons because of this reason I know because when I was a young man The main reason why I was
defeated so many times Was because I was discouraged And nobody told me That this is a tactic of Satan
First get you discouraged, and then he can knock you down very easily So if I had not got discouraged, I
may not have had the next fall Because when you are discouraged you become very weak And
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Discouragement comes because Something did not work out the way you expected it to work out And You
know you expect something, it doesn't happen You know as young people we have so many expectations
And Earthly things mean a lot to us when we are young I saw that in myself. I saw that in my four boys as
they grew up also You know little things like getting admission in one college you want to join Now we all
know that That college is not heaven And if you don't get admission the college it doesn't mean you're
going to hell When you're young that means so much to you you want to get into that college It doesn't
work out you get discouraged Or Something you want to do it doesn't happen Or you want to marry
somebody And it doesn't work out And you're discouraged.

There's so many things like this We all know Just like a college is not heaven marriage is also not heaven
We know that Jesus and Paul were never married And But they were great men and Timothy was a great
man of God. He was not married We know all that but still when something doesn't work out the way we
expect we get discouraged But We have to fight to overcome discouragement And What happens very
often when we are discouraged? We begin to think we are so far from God What is the use I am already
pollen It doesn't matter if I fall again I already fallen so much And then we fall again Because the devil has
made us think what does it matter? I mean you fall in your dirty your clothes It doesn't matter if it gets a
little more dirty and We fall more and more and more and more So we must know Satan's tactics That if
you are discouraged, it's very easy to keep falling into sin after that But if you can overcome that one sin
discouragement There are many other sins you will not fall into So if by the grace of God From now on in
the Monday You never get discouraged and you never condemn yourself I'm not asking you never be
proud because that may happen even without your thinking But discouragement and condemnation don't
happen without thinking So if you decide these two things I will never condemn myself I will never be
discouraged Like you know, I always say these are like two no entry roads Have you seen these signs on
the no entry roads? There's a down arrow in one circle Means you can come out of that road And there's
an up arrow with a cross saying you can't go into the road So discouragement and condemnation these
two signs are there You can come out but you can't go in So, please obey the traffic rules from today
Remember what I said You may fall into many other sins, I'm not saying you'll get victory from tomorrow
But you say Lord, I'm not going to be discouraged I'm not going to condemn myself Even if I fall 10,000
times I'm not going to be discouraged. I'm not going to condemn myself I'm not going to say I'm useless.

I'm good for nothing Because I'm not useless I'm very valuable to God How do you decide the value of an
item? Think of something you have in your house Something small and something big Is it by size? A
wristwatch is very small A newspaper is very big If there's a fire in your house, which will you take out
first? A wristwatch or a newspaper? So it's not size It is not how much you use it also I think many of us
may use a newspaper more than you use some Golden or silver thing lying in the cupboard It's not how
much you use it How do you decide what is valuable in your house?

How much you paid for it That is what determines the value Not how big or how beautiful or anything You
know I've seen sometimes pictures of people who buy some painting And they pay some lakhs of rupees
And I look at that painting and I say this is such a useless painting These paintings are all much better
than this one And they pay so much money for this useless painting It's all faded and all that Oh, they say
no, but this is painted by a famous painter 400 years ago This is a man called Leonardo da Vinci He
painted the Last Supper Millions of rupees I saw a picture of it once It's so useless It looks that painting I
won't even pay 10 rupees for that But these fellows paid millions of rupees And they keep security guards
and all to protect it Every painting in my house is better than that one But it is so valuable for them These
people who collect stamps Small dirty looking stamp It costs lakhs of rupees I've got more beautiful
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stamps than those ones You see Value is determined by how much you paid for it The same building in
some village costs hardly anything The same building in some Bangalore costs so much You understand
that Now my question is It's a very important question What is your value?

It's very important to find out I'm not asking what your value is to your parents Because parents can be
good parents Parents can be bad parents Some parents can say I'm sick and tired of this child Some
parents can say I love this daughter of mine so much I'm not asking that I'm asking what is your value to
God? Are you valuable to God or not? What do you think? Why? You don't know? I told you the reason
just now little while ago Your face may look as useless as that painting Which is on that wall Some of you
look in the mirror and say Oh no, I don't look so beautiful Look at me, I don't have any hair I was like this
when I was 22 I was starting getting bald But my wife thought I was valuable But God thought I was more
valuable It doesn't depend on your face You go to this man who has bought this million dollar painting I
better not tell him this is useless I can't find anything good in it Really, honestly, I say there's nothing in it
It's useless But this chap thinks it's million dollars He has put it in a safe And security people watching it
I'm amazed He sees a value in it which I don't see I want to tell you However ugly you may look And
however much You made a mess of your life However poor you are However less Other believers think
about you Even if brother Zack thinks you're useless That's not true Because I don't think anybody is
useless I have learned now to think a little bit like God I won't even look at a beggar as a useless person
But God sees a value in you You must never forget that What is the reason?

It's because of the price he paid for you See Some may look at this painting And that million dollar painting
And say this looks much better I'll tell you honestly I think this painting is much better Than some of those
paintings they sell In these big auctions But that person paid so much money for it So my opinion is
unimportant And you know That my opinion about you also Is not very important What is God's opinion
about you? No elder brother's opinion about you is important God's opinion about you is very important
And in God's eyes you're valuable for one reason Because of the price he paid for you See if you don't
believe that You cannot overcome satan So let's turn to 1 Peter chapter 1 Here it says in verse 18 You
were redeemed Redeemed means you were purchased Or bought in the market You were bought in the
market God bought you He didn't buy you with perishable things Like silver and gold How did he buy you?

But with the precious blood of Christ Verse 19 That verse teaches us That the blood of Jesus Christ Is
more valuable than all the silver and gold That verse teaches us That the blood of Jesus Christ Is more
valuable than all the silver and gold See these people who kidnap little children You know they don't
kidnap Children of poor people Why do they kidnap Children of some rich businessman And then they
make a phone call If you want your child alive You please pay One crore Go and put it in a suitcase And
put it in so and so place So those people do it They go and take That money And put it somewhere
Because The child is More precious than one crore It's a small little child You can tell that man You can
easily have another child like this Through your wife Why waste one crore I know I

can have Ten more children But this is a precious child See the value of that child Is so much to that father
He is willing to take a loan And run his business at a loss Then when he gets his child back He is so
precious Do you know that You were also kidnapped Did you know that And the price Was not one crore
To get you back It was the blood of Jesus Christ And he paid it What does that prove It proves you are so
valuable to God And the devil Is always trying to tell you You are not valuable to God You know why
Because Most people In all of our churches Are not godly Are not godly And because they are not godly
They don't look upon you As a valuable person They say If you don't want to listen Go No you won't say
that to your own child Whom you paid one crore After kidnapping You can say
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that To all the people who come to your church Because you don't care for them You didn't even pay one
rupee for them But God will never say that God will never say what you say Because he paid the blood of
his son And so so many young people Are discouraged Because so many churches They don't place any
value on them They say yeah it doesn't matter If you come you come If you don't come you don't come
Even if a person has got 10 children Or 15 children He will not say I am willing to lose one of them Even if
he has got 15 children He will pay one crore to ransom To get that one kidnapped baby back You have to
be a father or a mother To understand that And you have to be God or Godly In order to understand the
value of a believer The more Godly you become The more you value God's children

I have learned to value God's children Not only in our church But in any If they are born again And they
love Jesus I may not agree with them I may not be able to work with them But I value them Because God
values them There may be 101 things in them I don't agree with But there may be many things In my own
children I don't agree with I have got 4 sons I don't agree with everything that they do But they are all
valuable to me We don't have to agree with somebody For the person to be valuable God doesn't Value
you Because you agree with everything he says He values you Because he paid the price His blood of his
son to purchase you I want to tell you If you want to overcome satan You have to learn first of all How
valuable you are to God You will never overcome discouragement Let me show

you another verse In the book of Zechariah You know where that is The second last book Of the Old
Testament Zechariah chapter 2 You must know these lovely verses Zechariah chapter 2 and verse 8 It
says in the last part The Lord says He who touches you Touches the apple of his eye Now do you know
Which is the most Sensitive Painful part of your body You know what it is It's the center of your eye That is
the most painful part of your body Any other part you touch You don't feel pain But that you just touch it
Very painful And even by touch you can Hurt it You can cause an injury So When the Lord wants to tell us
How precious we are to him When the Lord wants to tell us How precious we are to him He says Anybody
touches you God says he is touching the apple of my eye I say Lord is that

really true Yeah it's true It's true in the Old Testament It is much more true in the New Testament You
know if you don't believe it Then of course you will unnecessarily be discouraged Some of us are not sure
Whether we are really God's children You know the difference between Children in an orphanage And
children in your home In an orphanage there are 100 children and one Ayah Or somebody supervises all
of them They may clothe them, feed them Educate them everything But it's not their mother Those poor
orphans grow up Without any feeling of any father or mother But A child in a home He doesn't feel like that
An orphan is so insecure Those orphans in that home May not sometimes sleep at night properly
Supposing you go to that orphanage And you see one orphan sitting in the bed Poor 5

year old orphan Sitting afraid And you ask this boy Why are you so afraid Why aren't you going to sleep
He says when I was eating dinner I broke my plate I don't know what they will do to me tomorrow Whether
they will throw me out of the orphanage He is afraid But think of your child Broke a plate Your 5 year old
son broke a plate He is going to sit in the bed at night He won't even clean up the mess He will just go to
sleep Because he knows he is loved My daddy and mummy won't throw me out Just because I made a
mistake like that Do you know God is like that Many of us don't know that And the devil won't let you know
that Because when you know that You will never be discouraged again You say then why does God allow
us To go through so many trials So many difficulties Why doesn't God make

all his children The richest people in the world Why doesn't God make all his children The richest people in
the world Because money does not help us To come near God See we have had a church in Bangalore
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For 30 years From 30 years experience We have some brothers Who when they came to our church Were
so poor It was 10 feet by 10 feet They lived there with their children One room That is sitting room, kitchen,
bedroom everything But They have been with us for many years We have taught them to honor God And
shown them God's ways God has blessed them And prospered them It has gone well with them and their
children And they have become rich They don't live in that small house now They have become proud And
then They left the church Because they don't need Church or God so much now They will

go to some church Because they want religion But they were much Much closer to God When they were in
that small room And when I see their spiritual condition They may have cars and everything now But I see
them On their way to hell They were much better off When they were in that small room That is why God
does not make many of his children rich Because he knows That riches have a way of Taking us away
from God I have seen that I have seen that again and again And again and again Jesus said how difficult it
is For a rich man to enter God's kingdom Many times I used to go to God And ask this question I said Lord
we have got 30-40 churches In India now And when I look around At all the people in all these churches
We have a few rich people But 95% of them are so poor They are wonderful

brothers and sisters But why have you allowed Only the poor people to come to our church Some other
churches have some rich people I have been to some churches where almost everybody Is a rich person
And I have discovered that It is very difficult for a rich person To enter God's kingdom So when I go to a
church And I find everybody is a rich person there I don't judge them But I have a big question mark Are
these people really preaching the gospel in this church With some watered down useless gospel They are
preaching So I am not discouraged Because we don't have rich people No God does not make many of
his children rich Because they go away from him The other thing I began to look around I saw was All the
good looking people were not in our church We have a few good looking people I

think all of you are quite good looking Don't get offended with what I am saying But so many people are
not The good looking people are all in the cinemas And I realized that God has not made his children also
very good looking And I said Lord why?

Lord said some of them may join the cinemas then Thank God They didn't join the cinemas Because
cinemas will not select them Because they are not so good looking We know so many things which we
want If God gave it to us We would go astray from it So one of the things you need to learn is Lord I am
thankful you made me just like this When you stand in front of a mirror next time You say Lord How wise
you were To give me this color of my skin The shape of my eyes Everything It's all so perfect The right
height And you brought me to the right family A small house Because of all these things I found you I didn't
go astray You learn to thank God for all these things I am not saying You shouldn't be rich God decides
that I know times When I have been extremely poor When my wife and I were first

married We also lived In 10 feet by 10 feet room Because I left my job My income dropped 85% When I
left my job To serve the Lord I am not like that today Today God has given me plenty I never looked for the
plenty If today God takes it away Also I am happy I don't find my joy in that My joy is in the Lord Then it
won't matter Whether you are rich or poor So learn to be thankful For the way you are For the way God
made you For the parents he gave you And the circumstances which brought you To this church To hear
God's word How is it you came here To hear these wonderful truths Do you know there are so many
Christians in Hubli Who don't hear these wonderful things How is it you happen to hear it Is it because you
are so clever No It's because God has been good to you Because he loves you
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He paid a price for you And he saw in your heart A desire For something more That you saw in other
churches God said okay I will take you to the right place Where your desire will be satisfied And now we
can go to Luke 22 In Luke 22 We read about Satan Wanting to attack one of God's children And that was
Simon Peter And Jesus warned Simon In Luke 22 Verse 31 Simon Simon Satan has asked permission To
sift you like wheat The first thing you must learn There is Satan cannot do anything to you Without first
getting permission From God Do you believe that All those who are awake Please answer Yes Okay Can
Satan touch you Without God's permission No That's the first thing you must know Satan cannot Attack
any of God's children In any way without God's permission So if some trial Comes into your

life Don't be surprised God has known it He has permitted Satan to attack you And not only that He will
The Bible says He will not allow you to be tempted Beyond your ability See 1 Corinthians 10 verse 13 1
Corinthians chapter 10 verse 13 It says here He will not allow you God is faithful Will not allow you to be
tested Beyond what you are able But with the temptation Will make a way of escape So you can endure it
Okay I think all of you have been to school Most of you would have finished At least 10th standard I want
to ask you a question All those who are awake When you went for your examination In any class 1st
standard, 2nd standard, 5th standard, 10th standard You got a question paper Did you ever get a question
paper Which was for a higher class than you were in That means if you

were in 5th standard Did you accidentally get 7th standard question paper Anybody got it like that Nobody
Not even one In 10 years of your school You never got it once That's amazing Were your teachers all
perfect Anybody here who had a perfect teacher No How an imperfect teacher Could never give you A
question paper Which is Above your class If a teacher who is imperfect Has that much sense You think
your heavenly father will give you A question paper Which is more than what you can handle Impossible
So whenever you get a trial in your life You say Lord, I can handle this I can handle it May be difficult But
you have already decided That I have already reached this class So when you get a difficult trial That
proves that God has got so much confidence in you Supposing you get 11th

standard question paper I thought I was only in 5th standard But this is 11th standard That means I must
actually be in 11th standard I never knew That I got so many promotions in my life I forgot which standard I
was in So remember that Why have you given me this trial Why that kindergarten student Doesn't have all
these trials Because he is in kindergarten You want to go back to kindergarten No God has trusted you
With a big testing So we read in Luke 22 Simon was going to be tested And the test was Satan said I am
going to get one servant woman To ask him whether he knows Jesus He is going to ask She is going to
ask Peter whether he knows Jesus Let's see whether Peter is bold enough to say yes Did Peter pass the
test?

No Okay Did he pass the retest? No One more retest Three times he failed Did Jesus know he is going to
fail? Yeah he said there Today Three times you will deny me So Supposing you knew That somebody is
going to face a severe test You know like children come to me and say Uncle Zach please pray for our
examinations I don't pray Lord Please help them to fail No I always say please help them to pass Why
didn't Jesus pray Peter I am praying for you That you won't fail Did he pray like that?

He didn't pray like that He said Peter You are going to fail But when you fail And you fail in the retest And
you fail in the second retest also I am only praying That you won't get discouraged You see how wonderful
If you understand that you learn something That it is more important Not to get discouraged than even to
fail What does it mean to be discouraged? That means you lose your faith Oh God doesn't love me So
what did Jesus pray for Simon verse 32 I have prayed for you What for?
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I am not praying that you will pass in the test You are going to fail three times But I am going to tell you
That I am praying that your faith will still be strong That you will still say God still loves me So imagine if
some student Comes to me and says Brother Zach next week is my exam Please pray for me I tell him
You are going to fail In October you will do the retest And you will fail again Next March you will do a
second retest And you will fail again Now I will pray for you He says don't pray for me You already
discouraged me No I am praying that Even when you fail You will still believe that God loves you Why did
Jesus pray like that?

Why is it written here? I will tell you why Because most of us Have failed so many times Maybe not in
school But in our Christian life Yes or no? Retest Failed Second retest 10th retest Then what happens?
The Lord says I am praying that Your faith will not fail You won't get discouraged there and say Oh I am
hopeless You are not hopeless 103 tests Doesn't matter I am valuable to God Because he purchased me
with the blood of Jesus I will never be discouraged I will always believe My father loves me You know the
prodigal son He wasted all his father's money He failed in 1000 retests Finally he comes back Because of
one reason He comes back because He knows his father loves him That's all Only one thing he knows I
can't work and repay my father All the money I wasted I can only go back and say Dad I am not fit to be
your son Please put me in the servants quarters I get some food at least I will go to my father I am not fit to
be your son I will work at home He knew that his father will at least accept him as a servant But when he
went back He discovered that His father's love was greater than that His father accepted him as a son He
said don't worry son It's all forgiven God's love is much greater than we think We don't understand that
love It is so great One day when we see Jesus We will see What does faith mean?

Faith means to believe God still loves me even though I have failed Even though I have failed 10000 times
Even though the brothers and sisters in the church May not love me now They may have loved me If I was
successful If I were a good whole hearted brother or sister Because everybody in the church Loves good
whole hearted brothers and sisters But the wonderful thing about God Is that he loves everybody He loves
everyone He hopes that you will be whole hearted But if you fail he still loves you And because he loved
Peter And Peter believed it He repented so much That he finally became a whole hearted brother If Peter
had got discouraged Had gone back to his fishing In fact he did get discouraged And he went in John
chapter 21 To go back fishing He said I have had enough of this being an

apostle I am a failure I am going back to my fishing But he failed in his fishing also And Jesus was
teaching him You will fail everywhere Unless you trust me Come back You will be an apostle Don't worry if
you fail Because you failed Peter you will now have a very tender heart Towards other people who have
failed I have made so many mistakes in my life I have failed God so many times in my younger days That I
can honestly say before God I can never look down on a human being No matter how much a young
brother or sister has failed I can never look down on him It is impossible I have had brothers in our church
Come and confess to me The most horrible sins they have fallen into After coming to the church No matter
how many times They have committed horrible sins I am not despising them I

have had hope God can help you brothers Where they have been honest But I have met other brothers
Who have tried to deceive me They have fallen away But those who are honest It has always gone well
with them God has hope for you If you are honest Anyone who is honest God can lift you up From the
deepest pit Because you are valuable to him Don't forget that Never forget that Let us bow our heads in
prayer From now on you are going to overcome Satan Because the word of God remains in you You will
overcome Satan in your life You are valuable in God's eyes Don't be discouraged Don't worry about what
other people think about you It is enough that God loves you And you are valuable in his eyes He will
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never allow you to be tested beyond your ability He will guide you and lead you every step of

the way Heavenly Father I thank you for these dear young people It is not easy for them To live a holy life
in this wicked world There are so many deceivers in the world And it is so difficult to find young people
Who are wholehearted Please encourage these brothers and sisters That they grow up to love you and
fear you Many of them have difficult circumstances In their own homes I don't know Lord what they are But
I know that you will never allow them To be tested beyond their ability You will always give them grace To
overcome And even if they have failed Help them not to be discouraged That their faith will not fail They
will know that God loves them Just as they are Thank you Father I pray you will raise up These young
brothers and sisters To be a mighty army for you in the future In

Jesus name Amen
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